


H ~ p p o  ale llulncrous In the s\rampj ~ , ~ k ~ ~  .llong the coastal belt bctneen 
Dar es Salaam and thc Rufij~ For the p l l t  ,llc rcs1dsnts ale hlusl~ms .~nd 
do not eat h~ppo flesh As a result there 1s l l t t l e  l l lcc~l t~\c  for them to kill hippo 
.~nd they resign themselces to accepting the annLl, l l  lol l  hippo rake of tllclr crops 

In non-hluslim areas, for installce i n  ~ ~ o r o a , o , . o  and Kilosa Districts. \\here 
half the population thrives on hipllo meat, ze is entirely difirent 
and hippo are e~~sily kept under control. 

In Ulanga District 113 hippo were killed by scouts in the defence of crops. 
as compared with forty-one in 1952. In most areas the). do far more damage 
th.in elephant and in consequence game scouts are instructed to gi\e more 
attention to them. 

A game scout \\as posted ternporalrly to the Agr~cull~ral Dep.11 tnlcnt's 
cxper~rnental r~ce  l~cld .it Luprro on the Kllon1bclo near Ifakara Flrppo d ~ d  
some damage to the clop carly In the year. .is also did elephant, waterbuck and 
ha~tebeest. The game scout was later replaced by mght guards wli~ch rcsillred 
In ,I 90 pel cent d ~ o p  In damage done by 111ppo ,incl alniost 100 pel ccnl d ~ o p  
In darnage done by other game 

In the klto-\$a klbu orea game d ~ d  some d.lmage to standlng crops I he 
locdl Iand-o\sne~s d ~ d  l~ttlc to help theniselces though .l feu crlclosed the~r 
Gelds w~th  thorn hedge4 ~ h ~ c h  probed most cficct~\c 

In the Central Range rh~no  have probed ~nd~vidu:llly troublesome at times, 
mostly due to having to frequent water-holes used by humans. Forty-four 
rhino had to be shot on this score. 

Around Uwmbo the only crop raiders of nny note wece wart hog wh~ch,  
as a result of a vigorous campaign dur~ng the dry season, appear to be under 
colltlol. 

There were no n1.1jor outbreaks of m.ln c.1ttrig 01 stock-r.ltd~ng dunr~g  thc 
ycar 

In the Kisaki area a man was killed by a lion and although the killer could 
not be traced, no more trouble was experienced in this region. A few isol.lted 
c;lscs \rere reported fro~n Ihc co:rstal districts. 'l llc game scout at Kisiju, i n  
conjunction with thc local inhaI,itants, ol.ganizcd dr~ve and six lions we1 c Itillcd. 
While damage by lion will be less as a result of this action, damage to crops by 
pigs. ~vliich abound in the area and are preyed on by lion. may be expected to 
Incre~isc. 

Trouble was  experienced on the Veterinary Department ranch at Kil.~ngali. 
a feu. head of cattle being killed by lion. although greater loss was suffered when 
tllc cattle stampeded th;rn frorn the number k~llccl by Iton. In the Mkat:l xrc;i, 
three lion attacked ;I hcrtl of cattle in d:~ylight. Onc was wounded by ;L stock 
illspector ancl finished olf by n game scout. 

Man-eating was rep01,tcd from Sorlgca, Tunduru, Kilwa. LinJi and 
klikindani Districts. In each case thc lions were killed either by the local 
inhabitants or, in Songea and Liua,le, by game scouts. 
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(c) Peris \orklcl /a : 
(i) Rlri/ro.-A young ~hillo captllred in 1953 was ~ O U I I ~  to ha \e  a icry 

hcacy irifcstation of trypanosorncs, ~haractcrist ic sores broke 
Out all Over the body and thers appeared little hope for its reCO\,eSy. 
Ho\\e\er. by careful treatment and injections \\ith Srreptomq.cin 
the animal made a complete rccotery. 

Ivlajor Russell, honorary G:llne Ranger. esrin~ates that there 
arc still roughly 1,000 rhino arollnd the Ngurdoto area 111 Arusha 
Distl-ict. Rather more than in prcvlous years had to be shot in and 
around cultivation in this area. Being such stul~id animals. they 
often refuse t o  nlovc \\hen ch;tllcllgcd by n shot past the11 e.tls. 

A very light, battleship-glcY. Illino was sccn near bl.tsak.~, 
h.I;~r~yoni District. This coloration was not duc to mud. Unfortu- 
natcly the eyes could not be seen, but the light coloration niav hctve 
been due t o  partial albinism. 

Rhino are ral-e in the Western IZang. T h e ~ e  a le  a few left on  the 
Wembcre river. and one chased a r j l l ~ a y  inspection car on the 
Ny;ltiu.t mbugn. Or~c  was k~llcd ncar I g i g ~ a  and anorhcr ~t 
Ulv:~nkulu near tlic lgombe s t r c ; ~ ~ n .  '1-liere are still a few Icfr ;ilong 
the M ~ ~ l ~ ~ g a r n s i  river in Kasulu Dist~ict .  

(ii) Zt,bm.--"I noted a partial albino z e b ~ a  on the Se~engeti durrng 
January. and observed them calving during January and Novcmber 
in the same area. The greatest concentrations that I saw during 
the long dry scason-July to  November-were in the Mars river 
area. Could they possrbly bc Serengeti animals?"-Mt. A.  C. 
Brooks. 

(f) Arlrodan)ln 
(I) Bri~Irpig.-Bushp~g cont~nucd to wre,ik havoc .Irnong cu l t~va t~on  

Young oncs, under a monlll old. were obsc~vcd at  L~gung .~ .  
L~w.~le, in J L I ~ C  

(ii) tVarrhog.-"On the Serengeti I observed new-born young during 
January and February."-Mr. A.  C. Brooks. 

(iii) H~ppoporm~irrv. In the Ki lo~~ihcro .  where hippo arc vermin. 
much indiscriminate shooting went on and resulteil in many .ingry. 
wounded hippo which delighlecl in upsetting passing canoes. 
W11e1.c possiblc. the \vou~ldetl oncs were killcd by game scouts. 

"In the Rukwa. hippo h ~ b e  had a f;1111y l~liscrable time. 
During the height of the drought about 106 remained In the 
Kisanku-Rungwa water course where the remaining mud holes 
ucrc not suliicie~itly deep 10 allow thcm to kccp their skin ~ ; I I ~ I ~ I .  

As 3 result the skin becan~c blistered ; I I I ~  cmckcd. About 
fourteen sought refuge a t  Chcmchem. The main herd of about 
150 went to  a large mud hole near Tumba where they could at  
lcast remain damp. A few dozen benefited by pools in the 
Rungwa village cultivation and at Ndido where they got into a 
bit of trouble with the vil lagrs.  
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The first flow of the river at the onset of tllr r.~ins. Tllin nnd with blisterecl 
skin, but  hnppy at  last th is  hippo prepares to plunge into the  water. Hungw:~ 

River, I.nke Rukwa Contrf~lled Area. 



Anthrax \\as confirmed in a Red Duil\cr bclollgin$ l0 the gillnc ranger at  
Manyoni. 

As recorded earlier, a Set\ buKalo dieLi in the I<uh\\a I'iilley, but the cause 
\\>as not ascertained. 

outbreak is thought to have originated in cattle brought in from the Loigosien 
area of Kenya and \\as spread to the g.lme at \\.aterIloles in the Mara Triangle. 

4. CHOCODILI: I V D I I S T R Y  

1 This industry continued to flourish in all [lie perm;rnent \v;iters of the territory 

Commission which has done mich to  &ing order into a cha0t.k situation. 

"Crocodile hunting is a mixed blessinc". says the game ranger, Eastern 

onimals along the rivers have sun'crccl ;IS ;I result ol' their shooting." 

In the KUVLI Controlled Area, only three permits were issued, \vliile in the 
Lake Rukwa Controlled Arc3 only one pc~.mit \v:ts allowed. 

The Elephant Control Officer a t  kI31ienge \\~.ites: "The crocotlile business I 

countr);. and proceeded to do  the same and kill on the game, in the Kilornbero. 
T o  counter this, shooting crocodiles at 11ighr was prohibited and this caused 
most of the hunters to leave." 

A summary of c ~ r ~ \ ~ i c t i o ~ i s  obtained in Subc!~.dinate Courts, but not in Native 
Courts, is given in Appendis V111. Either because more people indulged in 
lau,-breaking, or  because those who did were less careful than of yore, or because 
of intensified ~vork by the staff of the department, more convictions were obtained 
than in 1952. Most convictions \ve~'e obt:lincd agirinst Africans many of whom 
offend through ignorance,. 'The position should be cased wit11 the introduction 
of local game licences since the African hunters may be expected to understand 
the simple Native Authority game rules. 

It is believcd that ivory poaching ancl smugglint: 11.i~ continued. 'fhough 
an officer was posted on the coast for two months sl~ccially to investigate leakages 
in ivory, few results were obtained. other than :I list of suspects, as his presence 
soon became kno\\rn-be it notetl, through no fi~ult of liis own. Evidence 
obtained on tlie coast of Tanganyika, hotcever, Iccl to two arrests in Zanzibar. 

Rhino horn, too, particularly after the pllcnomcn;~l rise in price from Shs. 331- 

the horns \\ere stolen by the co~11.1 messenger, but by the time he was arrested 
lie had already disposctl 01' thcm: 

Common olfences by thc richor hunters are hunting from or near to a motor 
vehicle, and, j~!dging by the number of wounded animals that may be seen in 
the more frequented hunting areas, \\rounding animals and not following them up. 
Game scouts operating on foot are of little use against motorized hunters, and 
it is estrcmelg difficult for the game ranger to pin an  offence on a particular 
party \\.hen there are t\vo or  three parties operating in one area,. There is no 
doubt that small four-~vl~eel-drive vehicles are the greatest modern danger to 
game. Not only do they enable hunters to penetrate areas they could not 
formerly have reached except on foot, but also they make for slack shooting 
by allo\ving a close approach by car and a shot from inside the car or immediately 
adjacent 10 i t .  Since g;rmc r;ircly ;issociatcs man with a car, particularly if the 
approach is n~acle up-~vintl, there is no longer the necessity for a c:ireful and 
deliberate stalk before the hunter tires a t  tlie unsuspecting target. A good case 
esists for a ban 011 the use of four-wheel-drive vehicles for hunting. 

In this connecrion, the Game Ranger. Southern Highlands R a n g ,  reports: 

. I rrly camp one evening. ;lfter stalking two European gentlemen trying 
to slloot guinea I'owl, out of sc;iso~i, and bustard, protected in the range, I decided 
to meet thorn. After saying I t l l o ~ ~ g l ~ t  the game shy and diHicult to approach, 
I \+'as given the 'low-down' on ho\v to do  it-just drive a Land-Rover across 
the plain until t11c :rnimals tired arlcl in this way giraffe could easily be shot. 
I thanked them for their help and noted the number of their car." 

Hard work by the Gome Ranger, Tanga Range, resulted in the recovery 
of twenty-six t ~ ~ s k s  \veighing 490 lb. and thirty-nine rhino horns weighing 
2241 lb. 

The value of Illis haul to Government was over £1,100, equivalent to the 
game ranger's snlnry Ibr i\venty-three months. 

The C;;ime Ranger. Eastern Range, assisted by game scouts, a police corporal 
and a conslablc, by ;I serics of s~~rp r i se  raids collected in one night 350 lb. of  
ivory and eight leopard skins, together with the poachers. The value of this 
haul amounted to about L320. 

Hunting with snares. especially in Morogoro and Kilosa Districts, has 
started once again, following a lull of  almost a year after a previous clean-up. 
So ni;~ny snares ~ ; I V C  been confi~catcd, tliougli not as many as in 1952, that 
poac11c1-s will havc to curtail their activities if for no other reason than that 
\sire is in short supply. 

6 .  <;[IN CLURS 

Tliere are several active gun clubs \vith shooting rights over various dams 
and s\trarnps. Reports of the activities of clubs are given below: 

(a) N,rc:qcr Gritr C.l~rh.-1953 was the lirst active year of the Nzeg:i Ciun Club. 
There was no fo~,mal mernbenhip a t  the beginning of tlie pear, but by the end 
of 1953, the ~ncmbersliip had risen to  eighteen, including fourteen Europeatls, 
one Indian, two Arabs and one African. All races are aware that they may 
apply for membership, but with notable exceptions. little enthusiasm has so  
far been shown by non-Europeans. 
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