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Powles, S. H., Kitale. 
Pudsey, H. A., Kitale. 
Robertson. G. E. C., Kisumu. 
Richards. Lt.-Col. E. A. S.. Mombasa. 
Ritchie, Capt. A. T. A., O.B.E.. hl.C.. Malindi. 
Rumsey, Col. J. R. L.. Nairobi. Labour Dept. 
Ryan, C. A.. Molo. 
Ryves. V. W.. Sabukia. 
Sauvagc. G. C., Nairobi. 
Selby, A. E.. Nakuru. 
Seton, A. E., Naro Moru. 
Sharpe. Major H. B., O.B.E., Ngobit. 
Sheikh Salim Moharned hluhasrny. Lamu. 
Sheldrick. Major. D. L. W.. Voi. 
Smith, Major D. F., Nyeri. 
Smith. K.. Forces. 
Smyth, Capt. T. J. F., Kisii, Larnbwe. 
Someren, V. D. van. M.B.E., Kisumu. 
Sorabjee, Jall. Nairobi. 
Slanton. A. A., Kibwezi. 
Sleele, Major C.. N g ~ n g .  
Stocker, J. A., Magndi. 
Sutclilfe, Lt.-Col. A. W., D.S.O.. M.C., Mwcigi~. 
Sutton, H. M. A., Ngong. Vet. Dept. 
Swinton-Home, Lt.-Col. G. A., D.S.O., Soy. 
Taberer, Major W. H. M.. Amboselli. - 
Tweedie. J. N., Kitale. 
Vcrlaque, J. P. L.. Ernbu. 
Wainewright, Brig.-Gen. A. B., C.M.G., Thomson's Falls. 
Walters, P. E., Thika, D.C. 
Wali kloharned Abdul Harnid, Nairobi. 
Watson, R. N., Athi River. 
Welch. E. E., Kitale. 
Wells. Major M. D.. Kitui. 
Whittet, Capt. R., Ngong. 
Wigham, C.. Nairobi. 
Winnington-Ingram, C., Thomson's Falls. 
Younghusband, Major C.. Thomson's Falls. 

11-STATISTICS 
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 

1937 1951 1952 1953 I954 
f f f f f 

Game Licences . . . . 8,529 20,788 22.431 16,690 13,021 
Sale of ivory and rhino horns 5,695 19,001 11.494 18,944 15,102 
Sale of s k i s  at Headquarters - 1,419 875 509 753 

Total Rcvenue . . . . 14,224 41,208 34,800 36.143 28,876 
Total Departmental Expendi- 

ture . . . . . . 7.1 12 37.144 43.244 45,900 44,723 
Excess of Revenue over 

Expenditure . . . . 7,112 4.064 - - - 
EXCCSS of Expenditure over 

Revenue . . . . - - 8,444 9,757 15,847 



The sharp drop in revenue is only to be expected. Since the Ernergelicy many 
pople have had to hand in thcir firearms and cannot leave their hotnes for any 
length of time. For security reasons some of the best hunting areas in the country, 
e.g. Narok. Isiolo. were closed to hunters with the result that visitors from 
overseas went to Tanganyika. 

Expenditure continued to rise owing to revised salaries and ever-increasing 
cost of materials and transport. 

Ill-CONSER\.';iTIOS i iKD COSTROL 
The Jntcrn;~tional Fauna and Flora Confcrcncc was held at Bukavu in 

October. 1953. Iccnya was rcprcsented by Sir James Kirkpatrick. Bart., Acting 
Gamc Warden, and Capt. A. T. A. Richie, O.S.E., h,l.C. The main task performed 
was the revision of the 1933 Inierr~ational Convention. As a result of the recom- 
nlcndations of this Confcrcncc certain animals were granted further legal 
protection, e.g. : - 

l. Chanler's Recdbuck and Dugong were made Royal Game. 
2. Thc number of Lcsscr Kuclu allowed on a licence was reduccd from 

two L0 one. 
3. Cheetah and Grevy's Zcbla wcrc placed on Lhc Special Licence ScheJule IV. 
4. When Garissa bccamc a Controlled Area, the shooting of Hunter's 

Antelope was only permitted on special permit from tbe Game Warden. 
5. Giant Forest Hog were made Game Animals. 

Narok. rllc main hunting area of the Colony, rcrnained closed during 1954. 
by which tinie the arca had bccomc infested with terrorists. Thus the game in h i s  
wonderful area has bccn given ;I long rest, at the expense, it is feared, of the 
Tanganyika hunting grounds. 'T'hc Ciamo Warden, in consultation with the Senior 
Gamc Ilanger, Narok, has institt~lcd further protective measures. A strip one 
mile wide along the left b:ink of thc klar:~ River was closcd to all shooting, thus 
rcndcring the k1:tra Rcscrvc on the right bank a nlore complete fauna unit. 
Animals from both sides of the river will be able to water in peace and quiet. 
:I target for cameras only. This rcg~tlation will not spoil hunting except unsporting 
shooting of animals as thcy water along the river. At the beginning of 1954, the 
Game Warden camped with the Governor, Sir Evelyn Baring, on the banks of 
the Mara, and Sir Evelyn was most impressed with the wonderful array of game 
animals to be scen :it close range in this area. - 

In Narok, cicvelop~ncnt schemes so far do not appear to threaten wild life 
within the fly-infested area, lying between thc Loita Mills and the Siria escarp- 
ment. Nevertheless, it is felt that it is time for a definite statement of long-term 
policy, as the area is unique. But thc case is otherwise in the Kajiado district. 
Here it is considered by some that the game animals compete with the Masai 
cattle for water and grazing and introduce disease. Of course, the number of 
animals to be found in this district is small compared to Narok. The vast herds of 
plains game that liaunted the Athi and Kapiti plains are no more. though season- 
able conccntmtions occur in certain places. as in the west Chyulu National Rescrve 
behind the Chyulu hills. I-Icrc the Grime Warden accompanied by the Galue 
Ranger, on one occasion, saw a herd of two hundred eland and at leost 
two herds of fringed-carctl oryx, : t b o ~ ~ t  50 to G0 strong. In this arca also rhino 
arc numerous ant1 vcry tarnc, lour were scen wallowing in a small pool in the 
middle of the pl:~ins. There is also a concentration of animals round the Selengai 
waterholcs ancl at Ki~ni\n:l Swi~mp. But otherwise one may travel for niiles and 
see vcry little wild life. I t  is worth quoting from the rcport on thc llkiso~~go 
Section Mas:li Devclopmcnt Plan : - 



"The significance of gamc as a cause of deterioration is considered to 
be slight in this area." hir. Eclwards of the Agricultural Department, who 
is an  expert on grasses and grazing problems states:- 

"Careful observation in the areas of deterioration noted indicates 
that in every c;lse thc effcct of grazing by game is insigrlificant and that 
thc concentrations of cattle and other stock arc solely responsible for 
tllis da111:tge caused to the vcgetatio~l nncl soils." 

Apart from any ~ s t h e t i c  value, the game aninials found in hlasailand 
constitute a consiclerablc soutce of revenue not only for the Colony at large, but 
for  the blasai themselves. 111 a properly designed plan thcrc can be room for 
both garnc and stock, fewer and better grade cattle ranched in the better gri~zing 
; w a s  and the poorer areas left t o  the game. At present the Masai Council draw 
1 considerable sum from the Controlled Area fees and pl:ices like Selengai arc 
a greal atlraclion for sporlsmcn from Nairobi for a wuck-end shoot. 11 must be 
remembered that once wild life is removed, it never returns. 

111 the Nortllcrn Provincc. Garissa and Isiolo districts wcre declared Controlled 
Areas. It is very gratifying to note that the prohibition on the shooting of rhino, 
oryx i~rld elancl, south of thc U;iso Nyiro River 1l;ls resulted in cor~siderablc 
increase of these animills. Probable futurc policy will bc to slop the shooting 
of thcse animals north of the river, especially in the Merti Area, where shooting 
has been considerable. and allow shooti~lg south of the river. 111 fact ro~n~ional 
.sAoorir~g will be rhe key to rite gcneral policy of the Depcrrrn~ertt it1 rhe firture. 
In Gir~issa, the shooting of FIunter's Antelope will only be permitted on a special 
permit from the Game Warden, as it is felt that thc shooting of thcse animals 
found nowhere clse in the world must be carefully controlled. By means of this 
regulation the Game Warden will be able to ascertain the number shot each year. 
In Garissa district crocodiles have been made "garnc" animals, shooting at  night, 
trapping, clc., L'orbicl~len. Proressional Ilunters, contluctirrg partics in this area, 
complain that the nocturnal activities of  the crocodile hunters wcre disturbing 
gamc, cspcci:~lly clephnrlts. watering on the river. It was also felt th;it crocotliles 
"discol~rage" the vasl herds of baboons that haunt the banks of thc Tan i~  River. 

111 1954, two Game Krrngers werc posted to the Coast Province, one was 
stationed at  Gpini .  but subsequently moved to Lamu, and a second at  hlsambweni 
in the Kwale district. The main trouble in the Coast Province is elephant. Their 
tlunlbcrs have I)cen generally overcstin~aie~l. Cor i~lstance, one wilcl guess was 
made to the eflect that thcrc werc 7,000 in the Lamu and Tana Rivcr districts 
alone. Experienced elephant hunters, who operntcd the area gave as their opinion 
that the numbers could not exceed 3,000 and wcre probably l e s~ .  There is plenty 
of room for the elephants to move about, vast areas of bush and forest, but thr 
trouble is that throughout the Coast Province one fnds  isolated slrrrt,~bos and 
coconut plantations cut out of the bush and, as these .rhnn~bas are often very 
badly tentled. it is dificult 1 0  distinguish bush from cultivation. Anyhow, the 
elephant, at certain seasons. 6nd these plantations irresistible. especially the 
succulcnt centres of the young cocon~lt  trees. As it is a fact that considerable 
damage is caused. it was considered necessary to tcach the elephant a lesson. 
Experienced elephant hunters. like Mr. Bob Foster and hlr. Carr Hartley, were 
let loose i l l  the area. ilnd about 200 elephant wcre shot in the vicinity of cultiva- 
tion, which is not a vcry largc number when comparcd with thc numbers shot 
yearly in Tanganyika and Uganda, and this shooting has had the effcct of 
instilling into the elephant a healthy respect for human beings and cultivation. 
The policy is now to station African shmnba guards a t  points along the Lower 
Tan;\ River, ancl Mr. Foster will be eng;~getl from time to time to control the 
eleohant bv careful iind discriminative shooting. Lest sportsmen bewail the 

slaughter. it must bc pointed out that nothing except trash was shot, the tusks 
averaged about 12 lb. weight each, and the biggest tusks obtained were just under 
50 lb., and these in fact werc taken on  licence by one of the hunters. This area 
is no good for sportsmen. the bush is impenetrable, the climate hot and n~ois t  and 
the elephant invariably have small tusks and seem to be a small geographical race. 

In addition a small number of elephant wcre shot in the Kilifi and Kwale 
clistricts. Another task a t  the coast was thc elinlination of the buffalo that lived 
on the Nyali Estates between blombasa and hltwapa Creek. The herd wundered 
about in this area, which is being fast developed and built up, and it was not 
uncommon for a buIIalo to invade one of the suburban plots in the arca and 
poke its head into thc kitchen, in fact one did enter a bedroom. Sornc animal 
lovers wanted thcsc animals preserved, protests were cven received from abroad 
when i t  was known that they were to be extcrminatud. But the Game Warden 
h:td no doubt on the subject after Commander Blunt was badly gored. The incident 
is worth rcliiting at length. The b~rllnlo invndctl so111e clrltivatiun belo~~ging to 
an Indian, so  the owner and some friends, instead of sum~noning Commander 
Blunt at  once, tackled the animals themselves-but how? They sat up in trees 
:umed with small-bore rifles and shotguns and peppered the beasts below. The 
result, in addition to one or  two dead buffirlo, was sornc angry wourlded ones, and 
all innocent Afr ic i~~l  passer-by was killed. Con~rnandcr Blunt galli111tly went forth 
to deal with the wounded beasts, and he. too, was charged and failed to stop 
the animal itnd got baclly hurt. H e  was only saved by the heroic action of his 
wife, who borrowed a shotgun from a looker-on and drove off the beast. Subse- 
quent prosecution of the Indians broke down on a technical point. Mr. Eric 
Rundgrcu, unr of thc finest hunters in Africa, was e~nployed to exterminntc the 
beasts and, by the end of the year, the herd was virtually eliminated and the 
survivors moved into the hinterland. 

The Voi-hfakindu area sandwiched in between the National Parks is one 
vcry rich in wild life arid the cleph:~nt with thc biggest tusks were shot in this 
area. Unfortunately, it is also infested with Kamba and Tci ta ionchers  in large 
numbcrs and is an area whcrc considerable African dcvcloprncnt is taking place. 
not to mention the large sisal estatcs roilnd Voi. In the Ivlakueni arc:i and on 
the sisal estates a considerable number of rhino had to be shot. These rhino, 
often suffering fro111 wounds i~lllicted by the poisonous arrows of poachers, arc a 
considerable menace and sometimes invade the railway stations. especially Kiboko 
(which should be called Kifaru), whcre they arc alleged to chase the pointsmcn. 
While on the subject of a ~ ~ i m a l s  and the ri~ilway, the Game Wardcn was rung up  
iibout 2 a m .  on Boxing Day by the East African Railways :lnd Harbours Control. 
The voice at the cllher cncl r:~id that a pridc ot lions was l~oltlirlg up  all the 
Nairobi-hlombasa trains, as they were sitting on Konza Station and no onc 
woulcl crnerge to change the points. The Game Warden went down to Konza 
early that morning and found the lions. which actually consisted of two lionesses 
and cubs. hacl been driven away by a volley of Bren-gun fire from a police patrol 
i l l  a r;tilway truck. The hail of bullets killetl one Thomson's gazelle and also 
riddled one of the landics whcre, fortunately, no one was sleeping. The Game 
Wardcn followed up the lions and found that none were wounded. Giraffe 
are the main casualties when beast and train collide, though occasionally elephant 
in the hltito Andei area are the sufferers, their 5-ton bulk is not of much avail 
when tlleir O I ) ~ O I I ~ I I ~  weighs 150 tons, ancl thcy ilrc often killed outright. Elephant 
do  not seem to be so  tough as sornc of the antelope, e.g. hartebeest or  eland, 
and collapse more easily when hit. 

I t  is pleasing to notc that the area between the hlakindu-Kiboko rivers can 
still present ;l wot~clerful show of animals, especially elephant, rhino, buffalo, 
eland, oryx, lesser kudu and water buck and, on occasions, lions and cheetah. 



After the rains the area has a white carpet of ipomcra, giving the effect of a fall 
of snow. It is sad to relate that this area is earmarked for Kamba development 
schemes. This wonderful area is very accessible, lying alongside the main 
Mombasa road, it is only ten miles long by seven deep, and this Department 
maintains that it is of greater value to rile world as a small sanctuary of wild lifc 
and flora than as a ranch for a few Kamba cattle. At least this area should 
remain inviolate t i l l  all other areas available for Kamba dcvelopnlent have been 
used up, and that will not be for many years to comc. 

In the main operational areas, which consist of the Abcrdare Alountains. 
A4ourit Kcnya arid the surrounding country, wild lifc has probably sufrerctl Inore 
than the human beings in the area. In the forests animals are subjected to 
bombing, shooting-up by patrols and terrorist gangs and when the unfortunate 
beasts flee from the forests, they are either c;~lled "crop destroyers" or shot as 
"tn~ck for the pot" by riflemen, mostly from vehicles. It is impossible to estimate 
the numbers killed or wounded, such figures in Africa arc rarely obtainable. The 
Game Rangers in these areas are themselves rnainly engaged in police duties. so 
that little supervision by this Department is possible. Let us admit that a number 
of cross rhino, probably wounded ones, do charge patrols. and many of the 
police and soldiery are not accustoruccl to sucli bcasls. But onc cannot justify the 
shooting of Royal game such as Kenya hartebeest, as "buck for the pot" or of 
hartebeest and inipala, as rations for the troops. One Honorary Game Warden 
came on a whole troop of colobus monkeys apparently killed by bomb blast. 
In fighting the foe one must not destroy what one is fighting to preserve, for 
the wild life is o ~ ~ c  uf thc most bcnutiful features of this hen~it i f~~l  co~~ntry.  - 

A list is appended showing the approximate number of animals shot on 
control, but this Department does not glory i l l  such lists. Vermin control, that is 
destruction of baboons, hyenas, bush pig, wart-hog, is another similar disagreeable 
task to be perl'orrncd. In ;ill areas assistance and advice are given to farmers, 
but it is felt that the main task of dealing with vermin must rest with the farmer 
himself, whatever his race. For instance, the destruction of baboons which increase 
every year faster than the liurna~i population (probably) cannot be entircly under- 
taken by the small staff of this Department. Nevertheless, this Department does 
render considerable aid in the destruction of vermin. Mention should be made 
of the scheme whereby bounty is placed on each wart-hog destroyed. During 
this period about 371 wart-hogs were killed in this manner and the result is now 
that the wart-hog is extremely rare in the farming irrcas. 

Close co-operation is mnintai~lcd with thc Royal National Park Wardens. 
The Game Ranger, Narok, continued to supervise the Mara National Reserve 
and an outpost of Park Scouts was built on the Siria Escarpment overlooking 
the area. The Game Ranger. hfsambweni made several joint raids with,Park 
Wardens in the areas around the Tsavo Parks. The 'Trustees of the Royal National 
Parks have decided to reconstiti~lc the boundaries of the Northern National 
Reserve and the area exercised will undoubtedly be made a Controlled Area. In 
anticipation, a Game Ranger was posted to Maralal at the end of 1954. He will 
have a vast area to patrol from the north end of Lake Rudolf to Rumuruti. 

It is not commonly known that the G:ime Department controls no Game 
Reserves. All the reserves of varying degree are undcr the Royal Nalional Parks. 
However, nearly all the main areas containing game animals outside the National 
Parks arc Controlled Areas and a list might be of interest. 

1. K(xjiado.-No shooting of game animals allowed near Selengai waterholes 
(except birds in rcstrictctl numbers) or in the area ;ldjoining the West 
Chwlu Reserve. 

2. Makitrdrc-Kiboko.-No shooting permitted. 

3. rMaktau.-One party allowed in at a time. 

4. Norok.-In the fly area lion. leopard, cheetah. rhino are protected abso- 
lutely. Also only one hyena, jackal. wart-hog may be shot in the By 
area between the Loilu Hills and Siria Escarpment. 

5. Shil~rba Hills.-Formerly the Sable Antelope Reserve, but now 110 

shooting at all pcrniitled. 
6. Garissa atld KipLzi Districts.-Restrictions placed on the shooting of 

I-Iunter's antelope ancl crocodilcs. 
7. Isio10.-Rhino, eland, oryx protected south of the Uaso Nyiro and no 

shooting at all in' a strip a milc wide bounding the Uaso Nyiro river 
from Archer's Post lo Barsolinga. 

Thc general policy is to atlmil a li~nited r~umber of shooters at ;my one 
time and probably in future areas will be opened and closed in rotation. 

The fate of thc crocodile in Kenya has long been worrying the Garne 
Warden. The crocodile is a loathsome villain. but nevertheless he is an animal 
of groat interest and an csscnlial part of the Africa11 lanrlscnpe. EIc is now 
persecuted everywhere in Africa and nowhere in Kenya can he be seen during the 
daytime except in the Nalional Parks and in the remote areas of Lake Rudolf. Un- 
fortunately. in Kenya he is not found in large numbers within the National Parks 
and therefore the Game Warden has taken measures outside the Parks. No 
shooting of crocodilcs is now permitted in the Uasn Nyiro river beGeli Barso- 
linga and Archer's Post, where the river bounds the Northern National Reserve, 
while on the Tana river in the Garissa and Kipini districts. he has been given the 
status of a game animal and may only be hunted as such. Proteclio~i may be 
extended to crocodiles on the islands in Lake Rudoll. where he still may be seen 
in large numbers. Elsewhere he is in hiding and no doubt hunting will cease 
as he becomes commercially unprofitable, owing to scarcity in numbers. A good 
crocotlilc skin may be worth X10 or more, buL no st:itislics arc available I'or the 
number exported from Kenya, as the number is incorporated in the number 
exported from Uganda and Tanganyika. Unfortunately, no reliable scientific data 
is available to show in what rcspect the balance of nature is upset when crocodiles 
are nearly exterminated, nevertheless the situation is being watched. 

A true criticism levelled at this Department is lack of publicity and propa- 
ganda. Among the European population anyhow. there is a strong element of 
public opinion to support the prcservatiorl of wild lifc. Propaganda is dificult 
when the main enemy to wild life is development and the ever-spreading human 
race, but it should be an axioin of public policy that wherever the existcncc of 
wild life is threatened for this reason, the matter should be very carefully 
considered before animals are destroyed. Nevertheless, illustrated lccturcs in the 
schools of all races would be of great value and, if the Game Department can 
obtain suitable films. this mattcr will be explored in conjunction with the Director 
of Royal National Parks, who has already done splcndid work in this respect. 
To  stimulate interest among the young of all races the Game Warden and the 
Director of the Royal National Parks donated a prizc of f 10 for the best essay 
on the subject "Why do we preserve G;~mc?" 'l'he competilion was conducted 
by the E.A. Natural History Society and many good essays were received. But 
i l  is sad to note that the replies received from European sclioolboys were few 
and of poor quality. This is probably only a phase. as the Game Warden knows 
personally several first-class naturaliqts among the schoolboys of the Colony- 
maybe they are a bit shy or lazy! 



During his leave in England, the Garne Wrirden attended the Royal Agri- 
cultural Show. which was held at  81:ickpool in July, 1953, and helped a t  the 
Kenya stand. Game photographs and mounted heads formed a considerable 
part of the exhibit. Thc  Game Wardcn got the impression that while great interest 
was taken in Kcnya a s  a whole. for the stand was always crowded, little special 
interest was shown in the game exhibits. One of the reasons may bc that thcre 
exist in England. unlike the United Stnles of America, few sportsmen who can 
afford a trip to East Africa to hunt, thanks to prevalent taxation. At the Nrtkuru 
Show in October, 1954, the Garne Department only had a small stand. Thc 
Game Warden showed photographs of every species of game animal found in 
Kenyn. T o  producc such photographs w:~s h:~rtl task :ind probrtbly only a 
few experienced sportsmen did appreciate the exhibit. but it was disheartening 
to 'near one prominent (but not very knowledgable) citizen exclaim, "What a 
pity you did not bring some stuffed heads!" l'ropagand:~ is difficult. Maps, 
diagrams, ligures, do  not really interest the general public. It is generally best 
to let the animals speak for themselves. 

List of G ~ r r e  Slrot on Corrtrol 

Elephant 
Buffalo . . 
Rhino . . 
Giraffe . . 
Hippo . . 
Lion . . 
Leopard 
Cheetah . . 
Zebra . . 
I lartebccst 
Wildebeest 
Oryx . . 
Ostricll . . 
Eland . . 
Other Antelope 
Serval Cat 

1953 nnd 1954 
1953 

. . 35 

. . 55 

. . 19 

. . - 

. . I 

.. 8 

.. 3 

In January, 1954, the Governor, Sir Evelyn Ijaring, was shown the wonderful 
game area on each bank of the Kiver Mara, in the Narok district: and of, course, 
the main exhibits were the lions. These Bons arc Kenya's greatest pride and the 
most carefully guarded treasures of the Game Department. Outside the protected 
area of Narok, heavy-maned lions have becomc uncommon. Taking Kenya as a 
whole, lions are probably not decreasing, they can b e  found widely spread 
throughout the Northern l~rovince and the Voi district: but they arc becoming 
more cunning and are difficult to procure on a kill during daylight. Shooting lions 
on a kill requires little more skill than shooting at a target and certainly cannot 
be ranked as hunting. Let us hope that this wariness in the lion tribe will resurrect 
lion-hunti~iy oncc more. One poor lioness ventured into the streets of Nairobi in 
October, 1954. As can be imagined, the excitement was colossal; irallic was lleld 
up and evcry citizen sallied forth with every imaginable firearm. Eventually, 
the poor beast was cornered antl shot by a Game Ranger. but not before all sorts 
of other pieces and missiles had bcen discharged at  the "lady". Her demise did not 
end the business, but was the occasion for botists nncl claims as to who had 
"shot" her. How animals must despise civilized man somctimcs! Compare this 

with the behaviour of some uncivilized man in the Northern I'rovincc, where 
tribesmen continue to perform heroic deeds with no more than ;i spear or sword, 
and fight in mortal combat the lion that raids his stock or attacks his families. 
hir. Adarnson. Senior Game Ranger, Isiolo, can relatc numerous tales of such 
deeds. Such men may truly boast, if they want to. klr. ant1 Mrs. AI Milotte o l  
Walt Disney Studios, who have just spent two years in Kenya photographing wild 
life in its ~latural state, have sonic most intercstiny tales to tell of the trihe of lions. 
They told the Game Warden that they watched a strange lioness :ippro;ich a 
pride, which then proceeded to set on' the lioness, antl would h ~ v c  killed hcr had 
not man intervened. Quite a number of lionesses are killed in this manner, and 
invariably by some arrog:~nt male, not a jealous female. They also obtained a 
picture of lions stalking baboons. Tlic Ga~i ic  W:~rdcn also, whcn camped on the 
River Athi with Mr. J. A. Hunter, found a baboon carcass left behind by a pride 
of lions that drank in the river near the camp. It is probable that lions, not 
leopards, are the main predators on baboons. 

Leopards arc a worry. They have been made the subject of a special licence 
of f 10: and in 1953. 33 were shot on Licence. and in 1954, only 17. 6 t  daily 
applications arc recciveil from owners of private land to keep the skins o l  
animals shot in defence of property; and, as might be expected, numbers get shot 
by the Forces "in sell'-tlefcncc". T ~ L .  matter was disc~~ssctl with tlic hliliister and 
a policy was decided upon. Bearing in niirid thal leopard d o  cause considerable 
damage to the flocks of shcep farmers, and they have tllis stupid habit of hanging 
round dwelling-houses and killing dogs, one has to meet the complainant half W+ 

at  least: but, on the other hand, conirnercialization must be checkcd, for thcre is 
a big ready market for thc skills, which fetch up to £10 in the raw state and, 
when tanned and mounted, may fetch £50 to 260. Therefore, all applications are 
scrutinized and. if necessary. referred back to tlie local Game Ranger for advice. 
Genelally speaking, the applicant is permitted to keep the skin with a permit 
endorsed "Sale or disposal not permitted". 111 exceptional circurnst:~nces permission 
to scll is granted, in which case the skin is sold by the Game Department, who 
rcturr~ the proceeds or the s:rle to tlie applicant ;~fter deducting expenses. By this 
nicans sale is canalized and restricted. for few persons want to scll in this manner! 
On ttiis principle, the Departnicnt granted 174 perniits to possess leopard skins 
shot on private land, and 83 pernlits to sell. Such people ~iiusl  not ask for help 
against pigs or monkeys! Mr. hlilotte told the Game Warden that he sscured 
what must be :I unique cin6 record of a leopard sitting in a tree with a herd of 
wildebeest standing underneath. The leopard dropped on to the hcrd, which 
"explodctl". Whcn the dust had clearctl, the leopard was seen sitting on a young 
wildcbeest. Major l'cmplc-130rcl1an1, Senior Game Ranger, Narok. also saw a 
leoprtrd kill a wildbcest; arid the Game Warden, wlicn 'Llistrict Commisioner, 
Marsabit, in 1937, shot a small forest leopard that had killed a lull-grown mule 
and all that was visible on the mule was a neat puncture in the neck. Some 
leopard with very long hail  have been shot by tlie Forces high up  in the iorcsts. 

The African leopard is indistinguishable from the Indian. A firm of furriers 
in Nairobi was prosecuted for selling Indian leopard skins without a dealer's 
permit: he  argued that the Indian leopard was a different animal: the Game 
Wardcn compared a number of skins of both Indian and African leopards and 
there was no consistcrlt difference. The hlagistratc supported the Game Warden's 
contcntio~i ant1 the lurricr was convicted. IJcre ;!goill i t  w:~s noted that sonic of 
the India11 leopards had long hair, presumably k~lled in the ~nountains of India: 
they wcrc, however, indistinguishable lrom the Kcny:i mountain Icop:~rds. Black 
leopard have bcen seen in the Aberdare Mountains 2nd there is no doubt that 
most black leopards in Kenya arc to be found in the forests of Mount Kenya and 
the Aberdares. 



The situation regarding rhino is bcing very carefully watched. Known 
casualties during the period werc- 

S h o ~  or1 Licerlce Shol OII Cot~rrol 

. . . .  1953 . . . . . . 70 19 . . . . . . . .  1954 . . 56 45 

I hcsc ligures do not indicate heavy c:~sualtics, but i t  must be rcmernbercd that 
tho price of rhino horn is very high; at the auctions it varies between Sh. 60 and 
Sh. 70 per lb., and the rhino falls an  easy victim to the poisoned alrow of the 
poacher. Loss due to poaching cannot be estimated, but probably the number is 
between 100-200 yearly, to t:tke ;I pessimistic ligurc. Nevcrthelcs\, i l l  certain 
places, such as the northern end of the Chyulu Hills, the rhino is extraordinarily 
common. On onc saf:~ri the Game Warden saw at lcast 30 and took a photograph 
(appended) of four rhino wallowirlg in a small pool i~ the middle of open grass 
plains. Numbers of rhino get shot in self-defe~lce, by tllc fcil~ful ge11cl;rlly and, as 
has becn mentioned, the poor old rhino is probably the worst sufferer in this 
respect in the operational areas. H e  is bad tempered: he  is short sighted; when he  
detects a str;tnge object he comes up to investigate, often at a trot. When he gcts 
close and satislies his curiosity, he will gc~~cral ly  turn ror~ntl like a polo pony and 
make off-or he may not! ! So often this "invcstigational" approach is interpreted 
as a charge, and it takes a brave man to "wait and see". Of coursc, most members 
of  the Forces, especially those from overseas, do riot "wait and see", but shoot 
on sight. Well, one can hardly blame them; but it does mean that for Inany years 
to  come the Kenya and Aberdare forests will be most unsafe owing to the 
presence of wounded rhino. When shooting on -a hcencc it is difficult to dislinyuish 
between male and fcmale. but to discouragc the shooting of females, it is 
proposed to charge a higher fee for all females shot. So oftcn :I female is shot 
in this Inanncr and then it appcars that she was accompanied by a calf. A higher 
fcc for femirles will encourage hunters to invcsligntc more before shooting. 

Thc s~n;illcr iunimals tlo not attract the somc interest as the I:~rgc~ oncs ancl, 
therefore, not so much is known about them. The fact is that in Inany w;~ys they 
are more intercsting. Take the duiker, for insti~nce: the following spccics i11.c 
found in Kenya: - 

1. The Comnlon Bush Duiker, Silvicupru gri117r11iu. ubiquitous outside the 
forests and deserts and a great pest to cultivation. He is found just below 
the snow line on Mount Kenya and Mr. Kaymond Hook maintains that 
it is probably a special geographical race. 

2. The Red Duiker, Cepl~nloph~rs 1tarn1ct1si.s: a fine beast found in all forest 
country, whclher on the mountains or  at the coast. In the co;~stal forest, 
especially in the Kilif area. a member of this race is found-Adersi- 
which is in fact a cornpletely different little beast, much smaller in sizc 
and in colour a much lighter red, the legs arc dappled. Very few 
specimens are known and i t  is feared that this little animal has becn 
nearly exterminated by the Coast natives, who set snares everywhere. 
It is hopcd to obtain some specimens beforc it is too late. 

3. The Blue Forest Duiker, G~revei, a really beautiful forcst-dwelling Little 
animal, bul seldom seen. He is I'ound in all arcas where thc Kcd Duikcr 
OCCLIrS. 

4. The Yellow-backed Duiker, Cepltr~lopl~us silviorltrix, as far as is known 
only lives in the forests on the Mall. I-le is about the size of n bush- 
buck and. as thc two beasts often inhabit the sarne bit of forest, their 
spoor Inay be mistriken, ncverthelcss, they can be distinguished. The 
duiker's spoor consists of two parallel, rather long hoof marks; while the ,  

bush-buck's is niorc heart-shaped. Again, the bush-buck, like the bongo, 
has the habit of breaking branches with its horns and rubbing of the 
bark. This, the duikcr with his short horns cannot do. 

5. Abbot's duiker, a small beast which dwells on Mount Kilimanjaro. this 
is without the yellow back mark. The Gamc Warden paid a brief visit 
to thc haunts of thcse duiker near Kericho. H e  found the spoor and 
thcir "nests". where they lie up under fallen trees. However, it took 
Capt. lonidcs, of the Tanga!iyika Ciarnc Department, and probably the 
finest hunter-naturalist in the world. six wccks to  procure a specimcn 
for the Coryndon Museum! 

Several G:111le R;~ngcrs have c:uneras, both cin6 and still. Denis Zapliiro has 
recorded somc outstanding colour cint lilrns in thc Kajiado district. whicll'he has 
shown on several occasions to appreciative audiences. Major Templc-noreham, 
Gcorge Adamson and Rodney Elliott have all taken some excellent photographs, 
somc of which h;lvc bccr~ reproduced in this ancl past reports. A photograph is 
worth far more than a stuffed trophy. 

V-POiiCHING 
Every African is a po:~cl~er  anil these days must be inclurlcd even the hlusai, 

who formerly lived iri h;lrrnony with the wild beasts around him, killing only the 
odd lion that attacked his flocks and herds. In Kenya one recognizes 110 custom:~ry 
hunting rights, though certain sub-tribes, such as the Tharaka in Kitui, the Teita 
in Voi and the Wasanye in the Coast Province, not to mention the ubiquitous 
forest-dwelling Dorobo, are nearly all full-time hunters. Many people of all 
races do  not regalcl vffrnccs against the Gamc Laws as involvine any moral 
turpitude. Therefore, the officers of the Game Department have an arduous task in 
preserving the wild life of this country. However, they have the help of a large 
body of sympathetic opinion among the European public, as is proved by the 
great help rendered by the considerable body of Honorary Game Wardens. In 
atldition. is gr:rtefully acknowledged the active co-operation of many District 
Ofliccrs, Police, Forcsl and Veterinary Oficers, many of whom ask to be made 
Ilonorary Gamc W;~rtlens. even though illreatly they possess adequate powers 
under the Ordinance. Special hclp of this niiturc is rendcrcd in the Isiolo, Narok, 
G:lrissa, h4;lrsabet and Kwale districts. It would probably be improper to mention 
names, but the gratitude of all lovers of wild life is due to certain olIicers in these 
arcas cspccially. 

Poaching must be stopped and, therefore, poachers rnust be prosecuted. 
'I hcsc days Africans mainly hunt for proft. They do, of course, eat the meat of 
their victims, but that is incidental. Commercialization is what tlestroys wild life. 
Al'ricans who hunted rnercly to fill thcir stornachs ncver made great inroads in 
the population of wild animals. Therefore, if wild life is to be preserved, and 
wild lire is a trust for all mankind, African hunting for profit rnust be stopped. 
Africans are sportsmen in a sense, they will endure great hardship and take great 
risks, but their methods. the poisoned arrow, thc snare and the pit, cause great 
suffering to the victims, who are so often taken at night when slaking their thirst 
ill a water-hole. The price of trophies is very high, leopard skins fetcl~ up to f20, 
the market price of ivory remains steady round about Sh. 20 per lb., and rhino 
horn I'ctches up to Sh. 70 per lb. There is always a ready sale for mcat in towns 
and country, The profit from this tr;rile is matlc by the Indian trader, who is 
very dilficult to catch. 'l'hc African is thc onc who gels caugl~l,  either in the act 

of hunting or in conveying the spoil by bus or  train. The District Commissioner, 
Kipini, found a pile of ivory near the road at Garsen waiting to be picked up by 
;I lorry to be taken to Mombasa. The policc caught a motor-boat off hialindi 
loaded with ivory. A large gang in Kitui was followcd by the Tribal Police, 



Once again is acknowleclgcd the excellent work perforn~ed by the East 
~ f ~ i c a  Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in Scrutinizing the care 
and export of captive animals. 

Appended below are figures showing the number of animals exported from 
hcnya during 1953 and 1954. Export to the United Statcs of America, where 
qll;~rantine regulations arc very strict, has been held LIP. owing to lack of a 
satisfactory quarantine at Mombasa. The rnattcr is being investigated by Govcrn- 
mcnt. During 1954. f1,876 capture fees were paid and, as normally considerable 
business is done with the United States of America, this export of wild animals 
cams tlollars. 

LIST OF ANIMALS CAPNRED AND EXTORTED 7'0 ZOOS 

Atrii~tal 1953 1954 
Eleph:~~nl . . . . . . . . . . - - 
Buffalo . . . . . . . . . . 2 3 

Rhino . . . . . . . . . . - - 
Gir;tffe . . . . . . . . . . 28 67 
I-lippo . . . . . . . . . 6 
Lion . . . .  . . . . . . - 2 

Leopard . . . . . . - 2 . . . .  
Cheetah . . . . . . . . . . 10 9 

. . . .  Zebra . . . . . . S5 33 
Hyrax . . . . ., .. . . - 3 
Serval cat . . . . . . - . . 2 3 
Lynx . . . . . . . . . . - 2 
H:~rtebeest .. . . . . . . . . - - 

. . . .  Wildebeest . . - . . . .  - 

Small buck . . . .  . . . . . .  5 12 '  
Oryx . . . .  . . . . . . 10 4 
Ostrich . . . . . . . . . . 60 73 
Eland . . . .  . . . . . . - 
Other large antelope . . . . . .  2 I 

. . . .  Colobus monkey . . . . 2 5 

. . . .  Bird . . . . . . 80 182 

. . . .  Rat-eared fox . . . . - 

. . . .  Oribi . . . .  . .  3 
1 3 1 ~ 1 ~  ~ l~onkcy . . . . . . . .  6 I 

l. Orclinance No. 23 of 1953-This Ordinance amended sections 7, 13, 23 and 
32 of Ordinance No. 18 of 1951, added :I new section 41 (a) and rcconsti- 
tuted the Fourth Schedule. 

2. Government Notice No. 298 of 9th February, 1953-Customs Man:~gemcnt 
Ordinance of Kenya-the Restricted Imports (Steel Gin Traps) Ordin- 
ance, 1953. 

3. Government Notice No. 723 of 8th May, 195dAmenclmcnts o l  Second. 
'l'hirtl and Fourth Schcclulcs of Ortlin:~r~cc No. 18 of 1951. 

4. Government Notice No. 724 of 8th May, 1954--Thc Wild Animals Protec- 
tion (Proliibited Weapons and hdissilcs) (Amendment) Notice. 1954. 

5. Goverrl~iicnt Notice No. 1518 of 19th October, 1954-The Wild Animals 
Protection (Garissa-lsiolo-Meru Controlled Areas) Notice, 1954. 

6. Government Notice No. 1519 of 19th October. 1954-The Wild Animals 
Protection ('I'ana River (Kipini) Dislrict Controlled Arca) Notice. 1954. 

7. Govcrnrnent Notice No. l520 of  19th October, 1954-The Wild Anirllals 
Protection (Close Seasons) (Amendment) Notice, 1954. 

S. Government Noticc No. 1521 of 19th October, 1954-Application of certain 
provisions of Ordinance No. 18 of l951 lo cl.ocodilcs i l l  the Garissa 
and Tana Rivcr districts. ' 

S-ANNUAL REPORTS 01: GilhIE RANGERS 

Reports of the' following arc appended : - 
I .  hlajor E. W. Temple-Borcham, M.C., Senior Gamc Ranger, Narok, for 

1953. 

2. G. A. G. Adamson. Senior Ganle Ranger, Isiolo, for 1954. 

3. J. A. Hunter, Game Ranger, hlakindu, for 1953 and 1954. 

4. Capt. T. R. 1'. Salmon, Ganie R:lngcr, Kapcnguria, for 1953. 

5, F. G. B;~rtlett, Gnrnc Ranger. Kilifi ancl Nanyuki, for 1953 ancl 1953. 

6. R. T. Elliott, Game Ranger, Narok-Kilifi-Nanyuki, for 1953 and 1954. 

7. Lt.-Col. R. A. F. Hurt. D.S.O., Game Ranger, Rumuruti and Lamu. for 
1953 and 1954. 

8. Capt. D. R. P. Zaphiro, Game Ranger, Kajiado, for 1953 and 1954. 

9. G. B. Harvey, Game Ranger, Isiolo and Kwalc for 1953 and 1954. 

10. S. 1-1. Powles, Honorary Game Warden, Kilalc. for 1953 and 1954. 

1 1 .  R. W. Poster, Honorary G:~mc Warden. L.:lrnu. for 1954. 

12. W. P. Kellcr, Honorary Ganie Warden, Konza. for 1953. 

Major E. W. Temple-ltorehi1111, M.C., Seuior Gi~rne Ranger, Narok-Annual 
Report, 1953 

GESER,\L (STAFF) 
Thc writer was released from operations with the Security Forces during the 

ei~rly pnrl of I:cbru;iry, 1953, having com~nandcd :I "special forcc" of Garnc 
Rangers, White Hunters and other selected Europeans, together with a number of 
Ganx Sco~lts and Trackers. for a period of lour months. This force operatecl in 
the following areas: North and South Kinangop, Aberdares, Thomson's Falls, 
Kumuruti, Nyeri and Nanyuki. 

The writer returned and took over this District on 14th February. 1953, from 
Mr. R. T. Elliott, Gamc Ranger. who proceeded to the Coast Province on duty, 
during the month of March, 1953. 

During the year 1953, the writer :~cceptcd the appointment of Honorary Game 
Ranger in the Tanganyika Game Department, in order to assist with the control 
or native g:~rric poachcrs along the Kcnya/T:~ng:lnyika border. 

A total of 263 visitors came to hunt and photograph game in this district 
during the year 1953. 



The following figures show the total number of visitors to this district sincc 
thc writer took ovcr the duties of Game lianger, Narok, blasai District. in June, 
1946. 

Visitors 

1946 (June to December) . . . . . . . .  .. 172 
. . . . . .  . . . .  1947 . . . . . . 323 . . . . . .  . . . .  1048 . . . . .. 356 

l 040 . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  401 
1950 . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . 423 
1951 (January to June) . . . . . .  187- 1 
1951 (July to December) . . . . . .  127 ( 309 

N.B.-The district was made a G:~nie Controlled Area as from Jlrly, 1951. 
Visitors 

1952 . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . 302 
1953 .. . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . 326 

The  month of August, 1953, proved to be a busy one as usual, with numerous 
sc~fari shooting parties visiting the district. 

Restrictions on the removal of g:ln,e meat werc strictly enforced, ricvcrtheless, 
some parties seemed to indulge in rather senseless slaughter of a large nuniber of 
animals. Stricter control may be necessary in future to stop slaughter. from which 
all element of sport is lacking. 

GAME (GKNFRAL) 
The year 1953 has bcen an extrcmely dry onc, with only 9.64 inches of rain 

being recorded at  the Garne Department Headquarters at Uaso Nyiro, instead of 
the normal 20-25 inches. 

There was no gamc migration on to thc 1-oitn Plains during the year. and 
most of the hooietl gnliic hnd a vcry t t ~ i r ~  time, p:trticcllarly the bulf;~lo which 
wcre l'rcqucntly seen dt~rirlg all llours of the day w:tndering i~cross the open 
plains of  the fly area in sc:irch of grass, reeds, etc., to keep them alive. 

Lion.-These have now been protected in the fly area since 1st August, 1948. 
They continue to increase and several new litters of cubs were seen during the year. 
During this vcry dry ycar lion did extremely well by sitting on the available water 
supplies (in the fly arca) tllcrcby makir~g thcir "kills" with littlc eforl  l o  themselves. 
Lion are still one of the greatest atlrnction to the ~lunicrous sofori visitors th:lt 
annually visit this district. 

Leopard.-These have now been protected in the fly area since Jt~ly,  1951. These 
attractive anirnals arc responding well to thcir protection and continue to increase 
in the fly arca, It is now possible to sec three to four leopards during a week's 
safari in the Ay area, although niost of them are still nervous and do  not always 
want to bc photographed. 

Clreettr11.-Protected in the fly arca since January, 1950. Now seen much more 
often in niost parts of thc Ay area. A number of cheetah cubs wcre observed 
during the ycar. 

liliirlo.-Protected in the fly area since July. 1951. Now secn much more 
frequently, but being slow breeders it will take some considerable time before any 
marked increase is noticed in thesc "near prehistoric" and intcrcsting animals. 
Unfortunately, Wandorobo poachers killed some of these animals with poisoned 
arrows during the ye:Lr. (The poachel.~ concerried were convicted and sentenced. 
See Game Poaching.) 

E1eplrarrt.-Co~~tinue to incrcasc and arc frecluently secn ovcr most parts of 
the Ily area. The two well-known large herds of' cows and cnlves. numbering 
approxinlately 90 and 70 respectively, were often seen during the year in various 
parts of the fly country. They are still very fierce and the cows see off would-be 
photographers without any warning. Sportsmen are hereby warned. 

A r~urnber of old bulls are often secn. mostly in the Mara river arca. These 
make good photogri~l>hic subjects. 'Pl!e largest bc111 shot in the area during the 
year by American visitor was an 82 pounder. 

A large and symmetrical pair of tusks, weighing 91 and 92 lb. respectively, 
\rfcre found in a p :~ tc l~  of dense bush, a few miles from the klaru river. After 
carelul investigation, it was considered that this clcphant hatl died of old age. 
Waudorobo poachers killed seven elephants d ~ ~ r i n g  the year. (The poachers con- 
cerned wcrc convicted and sentcnccd. See Game Poaching.) 

I1ippo.-Protected throughout the whole of this district. During this very 
dry year hippo were seen much more frequently when in search of grazing, some 
a considcrnble distance from the klara river and Lowcr Talek areas. 

Ilr~ff~~Io.-?'his has bcen a Ic:tn ycar for the bufl';llo, as there was practically 
n o  grazing for them. However, although these :~nimals became very thin, there 
was little mortality and they continue to hold their own. Large herds (the largest 
seen was estimated to be over 400) with numerous calves were to be seen out in 
the open in most parts of the fly country. 

E1urtd.-The law prohibiting the shooting of female eland has greatly helped 
these lovely creatures to increase, and numerous calves were rioticed during the 
year. Eland are still vcry timid in the district and consequently are difficult to 
photograph. 

71'hcse anini:~ls wcrc not alfcctctl by the drought so mucll ;IS other "hoo~ctl" 
game. 

Ror~tr.-Protected throughout Kenya since August, 1950. A number of new 
calves were noticetl during the year, and these animals are increasing slowly, 
particularly in the blnra National Reserve, whcrc it is now possible to obtain 
good photographs of them. 

Corr~iiiorr "Hoofed" Gmn~.-Owing to the general lack of grazing thesc 
corn~non gamc bccilrrle very thin. Fewer zcbra foals and wildebeest calves werc 
seen this ycar. tlowcver, the topi calved well though much later than usual. 

Liorr ntrd Leoprrrc1.-The following number ol' known stock killers were shot 
by the writcr during the period Is1 March to 31st Deccmbcr, 1953 :- 

Lion . . . . . .  .. 7 
Leopard . . . . .. 4 

Note.-One of the lions killetl by the writcr was a particularly fine-n~aned 
specimen in vcry good condition. This skin was cnrcfully rernoved. salted, arltl 
sent with the skull to the Coryndon Afuscurn, Nl~irobi, as a gift. I t  is undcrslood 
that this specimen is now being rnourlted complctc. and will cvclltually appear in 
the new wing of thc Museum. 

I t  is known that ;L further ninc lion and six leopard were killed by the hlasai 
in tlel'cnce of their stock. 



llleir bot t r l~ .  AS a result scveral were prosecuted and all ir~habitants clcarcd out 
of  the eastern poriion of the Somali leasehold area. TO add 10 the disconlfiture of 
the Mar, Mnrc all huts and boniiru throughout the Meru northern grazing area 
were fired. These were often used by gangs for shelter and concealment of their 
iires at night. 

Late in Augclst, as a result of repeated warnings fro111 hlcru of Moll Mart 
:~ctivitics in lsiolo aniong the Kikuyu and hleru, ~t was decided to  set up a 
Screening Centre. A s  there was no one else to do  Lhc job I :~grccd (0 t:ike it .  
on tcinporarily until :i suitable officer could be lourld. Very soon it was discovered 
that there had bee11 an ac1ii.e Mrrrr ~Vacr committee in being in lsiolo since 1952. 
Its Kikuyu ;tnd  men^ nlcrnbcrs i ~ ~ c l ~ ~ d c d  Inany C;ovcrnnlcnt ~11lployecs, t~.;ltlcrs 
;and even some of the local prostitutes. In fact it is no exaggeration to say that 
probably at least 90 per cent of all Kikuyu, Mcru and Embu in the Northern 
I'rovincc hacl taken one or  rnore of the Mar1 M ~ l r  oaths. In :l very short time 
the screening camp was full to capacity. bfuch to my relief, iI compete111 olliccr 
was Cound who took over the camp early in September. In my opinion, the job 
of running a Screening Centre is one of the most necessary, thankless and 
unpleasant trlsks imaginable. Anyone who carrics i t  through dcscrvcs well of the 
community. 

As a result of Emergency duty, my norrnal work had to be ncglcctcd and 
no doubt po:rchcrs h i~ve 11ad irn easy time, particularly in the remoter areas, such 
as the Kinn;i. Nevertheless, 20 persons were convicted of garnc olfences during 
the year, including four Europeans. One of the cases, involving Europeans, was 
particularly unpleasant. Two young nfficers of the Kenya Police Reserve, using 
a Govcrnmcnt vehicle a t  night, came on a h.crd of Inlpala a few miles out or 
Isiolo. One o l  these gentlernen opencd fire with a Sten gun lcilling two docs and 
wounding others. l a m  glad to say they were heavily punished, one receiving a 
line o f f  150 and the other E105. 

'Therc were complain\s o l  dnmagc 10 crops by clcphnnts and hufYalo in the 
kleru district. Also it wiis nllegcd that elephants \%ere beconling a menace to 
patrols. Onc can gencr:~tc a little synip:~tl~y for the Pv1c1.u natives. I-lad thcy not 
taken to 1l1rrrr ~l.lolr it woulcl not have been necessary to bomb the forests and 
disturb the elephants out of their haunts anrl norm:ll control could have bccrl 
carried out. I have every sympathy for  thc Security Forces, but on the other hand, 
if the elephants are a menace to patrols, they arc an equal m c n : ~ e  to thc Mall 
A,!rrrr. Pcrh:lps after tlie I?mcrgcncy is over, it n ~ n y  leak out that many a terrorist 
plot has gone awry or  bcen brought to naught by 3n elephant patrol. 

The Emergcncy in this part of the country has not becrl without its valuc 
to the causc ol' garlie preservation. New motor tr;~cks arc beirig opened up 
through the Meru northern grazing area, which will be of great benefit in the 
luture. Poaching by natives has virtually ceased in this area, as a result of the 
inhabitants being cleared out: animals have flocked in and had the chance to 
breed undisturbed. Already thcre is noticc:iblc incrcase in the p ropor t io~~  of calves 
among the eland herds and similarly with other animals. Normally, it is the young 
animals which suffer most from the proximity of natives and their dogs. 

Early in Deccmber I was on patrol to the east of  the Shab Hills and crossing 
the plains, drovc through a great herd of Grevy's zebra. Therc nlust have becn 
between SO0 and 900 of them and, in their ~nitlsl, a herd of 60 eland. I h;~ve 
noticed similar conccn~riitions in othcr ycnrs tow:irds the end of thc rains. 'l hcrc- 
fore, I humbly suggest that people who say that Grevy's zebra are becoming 
scarce, do  not know what they arc talking about. Also, it might do  sorne of 
our "Jonas" good to see the Grant's gazelle on the plains. Oryx heiso, although 
more common than a couple of years ago, still need total protcclion, south of tile 

\V;isso Nyiro river. lihino arc ccrtilinly more in evidencc south of the rivcr, 
since they were given total protection, but I think they still need another 
two years of grace. Evcry hunting srr/nri which comes to the Northcrn Frontier 
District kills one o r  more rhinos in this area. As soon as parts of the Marsabit 
National Rcserve are opened up to shooting, the rhino east of the Marsabit road 
and north of the Wasso shoilld be givcri a rest. 

Some rinic ago suggestions wcrc p ~ ~ t  up that thc one-mile strip south of t l ~ e  
Wasso Nyiro, upstrearn from Archei's Post bridge, s h o ~ ~ l d  bc extended and its 
boundary made to follow the Uulfalo Springs track which, alter going round to 
the north of the Lengishu Hills, joins the Kipsing road a few miles west of the 
hills and from there follows t l ~ e  ro:rcl to tlie Barsolinga Ford. While I llnd n o  
objection to this proposal, I really cannot see the nccussity for it. The original 
of [he one-mile strip was not to create n small game rescrve south of the rivcr. 
but to protect the game which drinks I'ron~ the south bank and to prevent the 
possibility of hunters disturbing animals which drink and livc along thc north 
bank. I cannot see that it matters a bit whetllcr ;l sporisnlan kills an animal jt~st 
inside or outside the strip, as long as h e  river is immune. 

As soon :is lsiolo was declared a Controlled Area i t  was generally agreed 
among intcrestcd pcoplc that bird shooting should CcirSe Crom 1st December, as 
thcre was ~ ~ m p l c  evidence of egg-laying among francolin and pairing among 
guinea fowl. Now. :I month later, it appears that only a proportion of birds have 
brcd this r;liny season :~nd then only in certain areas of the district. It is ditficult 
to judge what is the best form of protection to give breeding birds. Either we have 
two short close seasons or make orlr Inng season in the long rains and ignore 
the short rains season. Also we have to think of the many keen bird shots who 
look forward to week-end shoots. 

Therc was no control work carried out during thc year cxcept for one 
elephant which killed ;I Samb11r11 cmployec of the ubottoir a t  Archer's Post. 
When the incident occurred :I Game Scout happened to be at the abattoir and, 
togelher with three police askaris, shot the clcphant. Dctwccn tl~crn thcy fired 
off 70 rounds. 

In November, a Land-Rover containing two locust officers collided with an  
elephant in Isiolo bonzu. Both Europeans were badly injured and thc vehicle 
co~npletcly smashed. Examining the wreckage, it looked as if the elephant had 
sat on the bonnet of the car. It was a pure accident and neither the locust officers 
~ i o r  the elcpharit were to t)lnrnc. T l ~ e  spoor of tlic clcphanl was I'ollowcd for 
scveral miles, but hc appeared to be none the worse for the mishap. 

I should like to pay a tribute to my men. For the past six months they have 
been almost constantly on patrol. They have a t  all times shown the greatest kecn- 
ncss and never grumbled even under the most trying circumstances. The same 
remarks apply the hloyale Mounted Dubas, who are a fine lot of men with 
wlloni it hiis bcen a plcasurc to work. Our score up to now is 11 Mart Mar1 
killed and at  least three known to  have been wounded. 

.I. A. l lur~tcr,  G:I~IC R;lrtger, i \ l : ~ k i ~ ~ ~ l u - i i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ; i I  Report, 1953 

From a galnc point of  vicw 1953 w;is a year of rnixctl blcssings for bcasts, 
and for those who look after them. Nevertheless, there still remains a satisfactory 
balance on their credit sidc.  general!^ the southcrly areas si~ffercd badly from 
continuous drought, when wild beasts were hard put to find water to meet their 

, ncetls. 



Such circumstances set the poacher's mind agog, cspecially wllen they have 
oversold their reserve food supply, they are then unable to resist the sight of 
trader's money. hlcat-hungry partisans betook thcmsclves to sit over water- 
holes which wild animals were compelled to visit, and thereby often obtained a 
feast of meat. 

It is hardly possible to realize the difficulty creatures have in their struggle 
to survive. In my arca I rcckon there arc hurldreds of bow ancl arrow artists who 
live by their skill, such is their insatiable greed for meat. Again, areas rich ill 
fauna and undisturbed, get earmarked for 11un1crr1 development, where native 
cattle-owners can gr,:lze their stock. Wuuld we not all agree thilt Gocl's bc:lutiful 
wild creatures are balm to look upon, compared with scrawny domestic stock. 
Rlaybc I am fitful but what I have most in mind is the choice game arcas in the 
Kiboko-Makindu triilngle, where a grand show of game still exists outside thc 
National Park, and 1 am proud to say it is on the increase. When I first took the 
arca ovcr, it w;ls infested with vermin. hyenas, ji~ckals : ~ n d  wild dogs r;lnlpnnt- 
these 1 managed to get rid of by gin traps and poison; the sequel was soon 
apparent, young anlclopes, whcn born. were allowed to live, and were not torn 
asunder and eaten when dropped, resulting in strong herds present in the area 
to-day. Wild clogs, whcn too many. arc the curse of wild life, especially of that 
gr:~ceful crcalurc, tlic lesser kutlu. TI.lcsc shy crcntu~.es succ:~~~.lb c;~sily to wild 
dogs in pursuit, thcy become nonplussed. and arc easy victims compared with 
most othcr animals. Packs of wild dogs should be controlled, 21s [hey are prolific 
breeders-they suddenly appear in the most unexpected areas. Then it is wise 
to check u p  on the herds of game known to one in that area; especially whcn 
they seem to  disappear or  diminish in niirnber~, 

Herds of both elephant and rhino are many along the Athi River and on thc 
Yatta Plitteau; and a good show of game exists betweoi Ik l~tha  and the Yattn. 
where there is ample grazing. Though I do  not wish to advertise the fact, from 
a shootcr's point of view, thc Yattn arc11 has much to cornmand it, for lesser kudu, 
lion, buffalo, rhino and elephant may be found here. 

In thc southerly arca the military h:~vc rcturrlcd to h'lackinnon Iloatl, which 
means week-end sofaris, and as they :ire mostly done by motor units. thcy arc 
dillicult to keep a check on. 

In the Maktau area, one of the worst native-poached areas in the past, 
conditions are brighlcr, wirc nooses wcrc pntlicrecl up to such an extent that eve11 
the malef;lctors became tired of setting them; at  least the numbers found dwindlcd 
clown to a mc1.c few. During Noven~bcr, torrential rains fell over the whole arca, 
upwards of 14 inches were recorded, consequently vcgctation grew apace, and 1954 
should prove an exceptional year for game birds. For some reason lions in the 
Athi area are I'ew, maybe crocodiles in the river are partly rcsponsible, taking 
toll of them as they drink a t  the Athi during the dry season, but lions have also 
becn known to kill and eat crocodiles in their turn. 

T o  my knowledge, 150 crocodiles were killed on this stretch of the Athi 
during the past year, evidently :I profitable way of making money. Incidentally a 
large alsatian dog, \vhicli had taken to hunting and killing water buck on the 
Kiboko stream, was taken by a crocodile whilst in the act. The crocodile pullcd 
the dog under the reedy bi~llk. where i t  w:~s tlrowned ill a lcw niinl~les. 

Rhinos arc still to be seen i l l  the open grassland in the Makindu Triangle, also 
a grand lot of fringe-cared oryx, which are steadily increasing. A lioness stalked 
a Ilerd of  these fine creatures but, when faccd by a row of rapier-like horns, she 
thought better of it and, using her discretion, walked aw:ly fro111 the scene, 

looking round to see that she was not being follo\!'ed. A colony of marabou 
storks nested in a tall tree some five miles from ivlakindu, on Crown land. J 
countcd I4 nests altoguther, withered grass seems to be used largely in making 
the nests. The young appeared to be partly fledged at  the beginning of November, 
whcn they looked woolly and white. 

Nearby is a permanent water hole, which during past years has been the 
rnecc:r of (he po:lching fratcr~lity, game Iroils lrom scvcr:~l directions lead to it 
and time end again, I have had the 'poachers' hides destroyed: but as soon as 1 
left hlakindu, they would be rebuilt. However, after I had captured some of them 
t ~ y  night, they changed their minds, and now the game have it to themselves. 

hluch of the Crown lancl near the hfnkindu strc;lm (south bank) was denuded 
of the fine acacia trees, which in the past iirr'orded excellent shelter for wild 
animals and conserved water. Owners of nearby farms cut them for burning 
lime; I rn:~illtaincd that they had no right to do so, ilnd took up the .matter with 
the District Commissioner. blachakos. and the District Ofiiccr, hlakwcni; but I 
am afraid the cuttint: still continues. 

On the whole, prospects for the new year are bright, indeed pleasing: but I 
do hope prcserv:~tion can be maintained in the wondeift~l game clreas between the 
klakindu and Kiboko Itivers. 

Small numbers of ~Marr Mall adherents infiltrated to the hlakindu Simba-Eniali 
areas. When requested by the police, Sultan Hamud, Game Scouts and I rendered 
.ill possible nssistancc. Mr. Nocl Hardy, District Officcr, Mnchakos, very efficiently 
administered this area. When the Kamba-hlasai clash occurred in October, the 
Game Scouts helped whenever called upon. 

3. A. liuntcr. Gariie Ranger, hl;rhincll~-Al~n~~:~l Rcport. 1954 

fZrom :I fauna poinl of  view the yc:lr 1954 has on the whole becn a satis- 
loctory one, especially does this apply to that favoured game area situated between 
Silnb:~ ;~ntl  Ilic fvlakindu watc~sl~cd.  

Here, elephant, rhinos and buffaloes, etc., have not bccn conipellcd by inter- 
ference to lie up by d;lytime in hcavy thorn thicket. but r;ltlier wander about in 
the semi-open plainsland. The Game Warden and myself one morning counted 
14 rhinos just lolling about in the open. 

Two ycars or so ago, clcphants were seldom seen or heard, but thcy have 
now scttlctl down in consitlcrable nun~bcrs,  wherc thcy find growth to their 
liking and :lbsence OS tailit I'rorn tllcir persecutors, mankind. 

Nunibers of lesser kudu have become a feature in the same area and arc on 
the increase. The direct scourge of these handsome antelope is the presence of 
wild dog. these pests, for such they are, constitute a grave menace and, in a 
relatively short time, can dcplctc antelope numbers to an alarn~irlg extent. In 
my opinion, these cruel creatures should be outlawed and their numbers thinned 
down as far as possible. The balance of nature can be rnislcading and_ may be 
quoted in their favour, but it would appear to me that this "balance" was upset 
ycars ago: what hope is there now of re-est:rblishment? 

I t  is interesting to note the ranges of the commoner game creatures. wilde- 
l~eest, for example, venture as far south as the Kiboko stream. which they do not 
cross, while Thomson's gazelle arc seen only as far :IY the Makindu watershed. 
Near the lava belt in the hlakindu Triangle, I have seen the outcome of two 
"royal" battles between bull rhinos, in each instance, one of the pair succumbed 
to the goring attack of the other. 



G a ~ n e  Scouls Ellan and Paringiro, before i t  was eventually killed. Both SCOLI~S  

received bites and claw wounds on  their arms and legs: but after a period in 
hospital, both have nlade a complete recovery. A n ~ t h e r  leopard was killed by 
the Forest Officer at  Maralal, and sevcn were killed by farmers. (Six in Laikipia 
and one in Naivasha district.) 

( h )  Cvo,t.tl Lrrrrd.--Phc Crown I2:lnc1 in the writer's arca consists of  the Forest 
Reserves (of which the largest is tlic Aberdarcs), and the S a m b u r ~  Native 
Reserve in the blaralal district. 

At p r e ~ c n l  it is rlot easy to assrss what clrccts the operations in the Aberdares 
h:ive had on the game animals, because whilst the Arrny has been operating there, 
the area has becn closed 10 the Security Forces. I t  is thought that movements o l  
troops, bombing and mortaring has certainly disturbed the elephants, and has 
tended to drive them lower down than usual, though buflalocs and rhinos appear 
to havc becn less atlccted. Reports havc becn received that a t  least one clephnnt 
was killed for  meat by a Marc Marc gang in the Forest Reserve above North 
Kinangop. It is also dificult t o  estimate the number of animals that may have 
been wounded by the bombing, but first-hand information has bcen received that 
a t~ul l  bull':llo was ~eccnlly lo~ulti suffering from bomb wouncls by a patrol of 
the Kenya Regiment; this patrol put the animal out of its n~iscry. 

Captain A. T. Ritchie, in his introduction to "Hunterw-by J. A. I-Iunter, has 
stated that "Game Control is an essential corollary of Game Preservation". This 
rcrnnrk certainly applies to the Samburu Native Reserve as much as to the Settled 
Areas. In  August, the District Commissioner, klaralal, statcd lllat 1G Snmbnru 
had bcen killed by game animals during the year, practically all in the arca 
of  the Kenya National Reserve, and he had requested that more effective control 
nicasures shoultl be carried out. 

Tllc writer Cecls most strongly that unless ndcquate control measures are 
iriiposcd both by the Kenya National I'arks and by the Game I)epiirtrnenl, thi11 
tllc Lulrrre o f  tlic wild an i~n :~ l s  in this N;~tive llcscrvc is : ~ t  stake. With :I view to 
preventing such a catastrophe, the writcr  net Capkin  M. Moore, V.C.. of the 
Kenya National it1 k1:lralal in August, and disc~~ssed with him the ways 
and means of improving the existing control measures. It was agreed that, where 
urgent necessity arose, we should rnut~~al ly  assist each other by improving control 
measures in each other's sphere of influence on the Lerogi Plateau. In implementa- 
tion of  this agreement, the writer shot, in September, two rogue I>uflalocs, which 
wcrc lying up ncar the Somali drtka ;it Lodogojec in the National Reserve. Thesc 
buffaloes ct~arged all who came ncar them, :uld had so terrorizecl :I road gang 
of Turkana labourers, that they refused to work. After being shot, one of the 
buffaloes was found to havc a diseased eye; this sarile buffalo, which was reputed 
to have killed two Samburu, was e:~sily recognized by a white patch over its 
left eye, where it had been rubbing the afflicted orSan. The other buli'alo was 
recognized by :I white patch on its right rump. 

The  District Commissioner. Maralal, also pointed out that game animals. 
such as zebra, were having an adverse effect on his Grazing Control Scheme. This 
scheme was introducctl in 1050 wit11 the itlea OS closing ancl opening certain 
areas in rotation. This system was not readily accepletl by the Samburu. who 
complained, not wilhout rcason, t11:1l when one area was closed to their cattle, 
large numbers of game animals moved in ancl destroyed the grazing. Owing to 
the time spent on Emergency operations, no action could be taken in reducing the 
number of  zebra on Leroyi Platueau this year, but i t  is a problem which will 
have to bc faccd in the future. 

The followirig animals were also killetf on Crown Land in the hl;iralal 
district:- 

1 small bull elephant, which had broken a leg. (Natural causes.) 
1 lion, which was killing Turkana stock (chiefly camels) a t  Baragoi. 
I lio~iess, which was killing Samburu cattle at Ngarc Narok. 
1 bull buffalo, which was chasing Veterinary Department cattle at Kilele, 

ncar Kirimon. This bulfhlo also had a diseased cye. 
I0 b t~f i loes ,  which were f o u l i ~ ~ g  thc water ancl bringing tsetse fly on to 

Crown land leased by hlr. Tornlinson from the Veterinary Department 
a t  Kirimon. 

S A F . ~  PARTIF.,; 
Owing to the limurgency, practically no safofrrri parties visited h1:lralal district 

during the year. In February. Mr. A. Rothschild of Nairobi, shot a small bull 
rhino on licence at thc Ngare Narok. 

Mr. 1'. G. Sccd, Agric~~ltuml Oll~ccr, blaralul, s h o ~  all elephant on lice~ice in 
September, with tusks weighing 56 and 57 lb., and his wife shot another elephant 
on l iccnx with tusks wcighing 69 and 70 lb., in October. 

On I F  I< hl ,inefts 
( 1 1 )  Drcck Sltootir~g. Naivashn.-The opening ol' the duck shooting season at 

Naiv:~sh:l was postponed t i l l  8th February, d ~ ~ e  to the Emcrge~icy. Owing to the 
drought, the lake was very low and the duck were present in small numbers 
only. No spectacular bags were made. The season was preniaturcly closetl on 
77th hfarch, by order of the Director of Operations, in consequence of the raid 
on Nnivasha Police Station on 26th March. Owing to the presence of Maid Mau 
gangs in the Nairobi area it was decided not to open the shooting for the season 
1053-54. 

(h) Dogs.-Dogs have again proved their worth in dealing with buffaloes and 
bush pigs. Owing to the reduced amount of control work due to thc Emergency 
operations, difticulty hns been cxpericnced in feeding the dogs, and goocl quality 
posho has had to be purchased at considerable expense to the Department. For 
this reason no clTort has becn nl;tdc to rcp1;lcc c:rs~~;rllics. ;~ncl Ihc pack is now 
reduced to 12 dogs. 

(c) Diseases crt)rongsr ~c~il(l ~tti~trrrls.-No disease has bcen observed amongst 
wild animals during the year. 

Lt.-Col. R. A. IIurt. D.S.O.. G a n ~ e  Ranger. R~lr~lurut i  and Larnu-Annual 
Report, 1954 

KA~II~I -YA-SIAI I JA 1s.r JANU,\RY-I 5 r ~ i  JUNE, 1954 
GENERAL REMARKS 

During the first haif of the year, the G:lrne Drp;irtmer;t staff at Ki~mpi-ya- 
Simba continued to combine po!ice work with their normal departmental duties. 

In 1953, it had been found that the combining of these two duties had resulted 
in neither being done entirely satisfactori!y, and the writer therefore asked the 
Loca! Emergency Committee to decide which task should be given priority. It was 
rl~led that only full-time police duties should be performed by the Game Depart- 
ment staff at Kampi-ya-Sirnba. This was obviously sound in theory, but in practice 
i t  was found inlpossiblc to disregard thc constant requests made by settlers for 
control measures to be taken against marauding animals, particularly when the 
majority of the settlers h;~tl p!i~ccd tllcir rifles in police stiltions for safe custody, 
and were, therefore, unable to carry out these control measures themselves. 
A~lorcover, it was clifficult to refuse :~ssistancc at  times when M ~ r r  Mau gangsters 
were not particularly active. In spite of the above ruling. therefore, it was necessary 
10 C O I ~ ~ ~ I I I I ~  performing both t:~sks ;IS in  previous years. 



On 15th June, 1954, the writcr went on lor~g leave to Englantl, and during his 
absence, and until hlr. Rodney Elliott took over as Game Itanger at I.;a~npi-ya- 
Sirnba in Sovernber, 1951, the administration 2nd supervision of the of 
the Garnc Scouts was undertaken by h1r. David Partridge, L-Ionorary Garnc 
Warden, Rumuruti, who performed this task with praiseworthy energy ability. 

During the early part of the year there was vcry little h.lolt hfnl, activity in 
L:likipia district. The majority of the gangsters appear to havc been driven out'of 
the district towards the end of 1953; those that rcmained, consisted mostly of 
sn~a l l  splinter groups, which were chieRy concerned with feeding themsclve~. TO 
counter this, const:ir~t patrolling had to be c:irriccl out, with results that mainly 
proved wearisome and unprcductivc. Footmarks werc frequently found on these 
patrols but the gangsters had adopted the tactics of concealing their tracks and 
Inoving long distr~nces ovcr a witlc :LIC:I, which n~ :~ t l c  i t  di%clt!t to contact o r  
sup~rvisc  them. Altho~lgh the results obtained during this period were lnainly 
~~cgal ive ,  there is every reason to believe that the patro;ling he'pcd to prevent any 
Iiirpe-scale gang activity. 

During this period, two gangsters wcre c;tptured and two others were killed 
by Gallic Dcp:~rtmc~it  patrols. 

I t  is of interest to record that the 7.92 mm. rifle which was stolen from the 
Ci;~me Scout who was rnurrlered by Mtrlc I \ ~ ~ I I  at Naivasha in Jl~ly,  1953, was 
recovered by the police from a gangster in North Kinangop in April, 1954. At 
the same time it was estab:ished that "General" Kago's gang had committed the 
murders of the t w ~  Scouts. 

Racnun .h r~m 07 TRACKERS FOR THE ARMY 
From 30th to 28th Jarluary the writer w e ~ ~ l  to l'arnbacli and Kcricho with a 

team of Game Scotlts for the purpose of enlisting African trackers for the Army. 
IjcCorc bcing cnlistcil :ill the a p p l i ~ ~ i n t s  were tcsted in thcir ability to track, alter 
which they wcre sent to the Tracker's School ;it Nanyuki Tor furtllcr testing icnd 
training, before bcing drafted to Army units. As the District Conimissioners had 
been given ~ ~ C V ~ O L I F  warning thcrc wsrc s good I I I I I I I ~ C ~  oI' i ~ [ ) ~ l i c a ~ i t s  in both 
Tarnbach and Kericho districts, 21 hlarakwct and' 19 Kipsigis bcing chosen from 
each district respectively. 

Another recruiting trip For trackers was made to Baragoi by the writer early 
in February. but the response by the Wantlorobo frorn the Nyero and Ndoto 
lli~nges was pool.. iintl only 10 wcrc cnlistcd. 

GAME CONI ROL 

As a result of the police duties. which had to be undertaken. only game 
control of the most urgent nature could be carried out, and this was confined 
almost entirely to the settled areas in the Laikipia clistrict. 

Early in January, hlr. Tomlinson of Ru~nuruti  reported that buffaloes wcre 
bringing tsetse fly into the grazing area which he was leasing from the Veterinary 
Department at Kirimon and that he had lost over 10 head of c:ittle from "lly" 
and that others were sick. The  writer went to Kirinlon without delay, and found 
;I largc nnmbcr of' buffaloes in the area. These w e ~ c  hunted with dogs, and I6 
buffa!oes werc killetl in two days. This apparently I~er~vy slaughter was Ilecess:iry, 
becausc the buiTaloes showed no inclinatior) to move away from the area, until this 
number had been killed. 'This operation was hardly completed bclore tile writcr 
arid his Ganie Scouts werc called away at short notice to enlist trackers for the 
Army, and had a morc lenient course of action becn takcn, the task would not 
have been comp!etcd satisfi~ctorily in the time available. 

During February and hlarch the level of the lake at Naivasha fell steadily, 
and in consequence the hippos evidently suffered frorn a lack of  natural food, 
because there were numerous complaints about their depredations from f a r n ~ s  
all round the lake. It rvas, however, not possible to take any action regarding this, 
because the District Commissioner, Naivasha was not in favour of any shooting 
1:iking place at night. 

During hl i~rch,  three e;cphiints visitcd thc fami of hlajor Tom Mills at 
12umur~1ti. This is thc first time th:~t elephants havc visitcd this hrrn  I'or over 
20 years: possibly the unusually severe drought had forced them farther afield 
i l l  search of grazing. After a few days, two of the elephants movcd away, but 
the onc which remairicd became a potential danger to vchiclcs and a vcry real 
danger to nervous- motorists who were returning late frorn Rumuruti, sorne of 
whom werc not able to believe thcir eyes. As this elephant was not full grown, 
Mr. Carr-I-lartlcy examined the possibility of capturirlg it, llut it was found to 
be too large, and it eventually moved away when the rains came at  the end of 
March. 

During blitrch, hlr. David Jccly of 01 Arabcl Valley found a full grown 
rliirlo dciid in :I snare, in the forest bchi~ld his farm. 'I'he snilrc was nl;~dc ol' three 
twisted strands of fencing wire, dc:ith n i ~ ~ s t  havc taken place almost irnmcdiately. 
becausc no signs of struggling werc seen. I t  wo~rld appcar that on being caught in 
the snare, the rhino must have run backwards and broker1 its neck. It is most 
unusual for so  large an animal to be killed so quickly in this manner. 
Ilnforiunately, the person responsible for setting the snare was not discovered. 

In April, ;I rhino in klarmiinet Forest seriously interfered with the work 
ol' Marmanet Saw Mill by continuously knocking ovcr the wooden water flume 
which carried water to the steam engine; each time this happened the mill was 
closed for half a clay while repairs werc being effected. It was decided that the 
rhino must be destroyed. and he was followed up and killetl after :I hunt which 
I;~sted nc:trly seven hours. l i e  was an old bull with it very thick horn, 24 in. in 
length. 

During the sarnc month, there was more trouble at  hlr. Tonilinson's cattle 
ranch. Not only werc lions killing stock, but the herdsmen refused to take cattle 
to one part of the farm owing to the presence of rhinos and buffaloes. Control 
mciisurcs were undertaken by the I)epartmcnt, and orle lioncss, two buffaloes and 
one rhino were shot. 

Early in hlap, klajor W. G. Edwards rcportetl that bull'iiloes werc bringing 
tsetse fly on to his estate at  Sosian, which was causing sickness among his cattle. 
Buffaloes wcre found in large numbers, and 12 were shot before the remainder 
would move away. The Sosiarl Estate is close to Kirirnon, and it is probable that 
these wcre the same herds as those dealt with at  Kirimon earlier in the year. 

.4t the request of Mr. J. A. Seys, two Wakamba and one Turkhana Garnc 
Scouts were sent to deal with the baboons which werc destroynig his nlaize from 
b1rneg:ii Crntcr. Ul~l'ortunate:y, bcforc their c:uiip:rign had becn carricd to n 
successful conclusion, the Scouts wcre n~istiike~i for a gang of ~\larr Mull. Grenades 
were dropped on then) by a spotter aircraft (fortunately, without effect) and thcy 
wcre arrested by ground forces ant1 takcn to Dundori for screening, where they 
remained in custody for 10 days before the writer heard of their predicament and 
was able to obtain their release. Such are the troubles of the Game Departmerlt 
when trying to carry out ils normiil function in a State of Emergency. 



60 

The ivory registers of the districts show the following figures: - 

Handed i n . .  

L A ~ I U  I YIPINI 

No. of Wri ht No. of \\'eight 

Gornc Ilcpl. 
Mr. Foster 

N.B.-The tusks of only 25 of the elephants shot by blr. Foster had been 
received by the end of the year. It will be observed that the average weight of 
tusks from Lamu district is only just ovcr 10 lb. whilst that of Kipini is ne:irly 
20 lb. 

Tusk 1 in lb. 1 Tusks 1 in lb. U 1 in lb. Tusks 1 in 1%. 
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BAIIOOX CON I I ~ O L  

Apart from elephants. baboons are the only other anirna:s which cause serious 
damage ro agriculture in this area. Four G a m e  Scouts have been employed on 
poisoning baboons throughout the year, chieliy a!ong the Tana River. 

TOTAL 

No. of W C ~  ht 

In Lamu and Kipini districts a bounty ispaid on all baboon tails handed in; 
this has encouraged the agriculturists to practise self-help, and has also helped 
to reduce the number of baboons. Thc bounty originally paid in both districts 
W;IS Sh. 2 pcr tail, but in Lamu District this wirs reduccd 10 Sh. I pcr tail with 
effect from 1st Novernbcr, a s  funtls were running low. The schcmc is working 
vcry satisfactorily. 

CON I.I(OLLED AICEAS 
As from 19th October, 1954, both Garissa and Kipini districts bccanlc con- 

trolled areas. This means that a permit issued by the District Commissioner 
conccr~ied, must be taken out by all licence holders shootilig any gnmc anim;~l or 
bird in thcse districts. At the sirme time, the crocodile becomes a game animal in 
these districts which rne:rns that it cannot !ega:ly be shot ;I[ night o r  trapped. 

Crpt. I). R. P. %.~l~l~iro, C:;IIII~ R:~l~gcr, K:~ji:~tlo-ili~o~lnl Report, 1953 

By thc bcgin~iir~g of the ycar the Kiijiado Controlled Area hacl become an 
established favourite aniongst the week-end hunters. Within an easy hundred 
milcs of Nairobi it offers, apart from its accessibility, a variety of shooting, 
comprising all the plains game, one or two of thc rarer species, such as gerenuk 
and oryx, and above all, bird shooting at Salcngai which is o t ~ c  ol' the finest 
shoots in the Colony. 

Unfortu~l;~tcly, thc public have not yct shown ;my ir~clini~tion to explore 
thc district for new :Ircas, and have relied alrnosl entirely on l l ~ c  routirlc trips 
to Konza and Selengai. Only the Asian community have shown a preference for 
striking out into new fields and, in this conncxion, the country beyond Tcroka 
11:~s provecl popular amongst [lie rriore advcnlurous spirits who prefer Lo combine 
the cxploratiotl of a virtually unknown country with their hunting. 

But Selengai has continued to be the main attraction and out of 130 parties 
who cntered the district during the ycar, approximately 70 visited the water holes. 
Accordingly, it seems unlikely, even after the end of Emergency. that this 
Controlled Arca will ever prove popular with big game safaris. since it is too 
easily out-classed by the Narok and Northern Frontier Districts. However, it will 
doubtless takc its place-even if a subservient one-in the general organization 
which offers opportunities to thc "game minded" to hunt ;~rrd photograph wild 
gamc in thc Colony: and from the.point of view of gamc conservation in thc 
district, it is already proving itself vastly preferable to its previous status :IS 

a Game Reservc. 

One hundred and thirty safari parties cniered the district to photograph alld 
hunt game during the ycar. The following figures will shnw approxiniatcly the 
amount of hunting that took place during thc yc:rr. 

Wildebeeste . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 23 
Impala . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 19 
Zcbrri . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 17 
Thornson's gazelle . . . . . . . . .  . . . . 89 
Grant's gazelle . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Coke's hartebccste . . . . . . . . . .  .. 31 
Eland . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 
Gerenuk . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 
Recdbuck . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3 
Oryx . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 
Steinbuck . . . . . . . . . . . . .. I 
Lion . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .. 4 
Leopard . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 

It is interesting to notc from these figures that nearly four timcs as ni;rny 
-fhon~son's garcllc were shot thi~tr iiny olher species of animals. 'l'l~is gives ; I I I  

indication of the sort of hunter who enters tlie Controlled Arca and his requirc- 
ments. The Thonison's gazelle is the most accessible animal in the district, and 
can nearly always be found near a motor track or  a road. The week-end hunter 
is not interested in trophies so much as in knocking down an ;inirnal to eat. 
Hartebccste, Grant, wildcbceste and impala are the nest most readily available 
species, which come next on the list in that order. The remaining species, which 
rcquirc sonic skill as ;I hunter to kill, come at the bottom ol' the list, :~ntl wcrc 
shot in relatively snlall ~lumbcrs. The following number ol' birds wcrc shot :I( 

Selengai during the year : - 

Sand grouse . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 527 
Guinea fowl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 399 

Spurfowl . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 172 

There has been no dcter,ioration in the number of birds at Sclengai, which shows 
that tlie decision to limit the bag in any one visit was a wise precaution. The 
only noticeable change is in thc behaviour of the birds. Guinea fowl will start 
running at 400 yards, and there is a vcry definite sense of urgency in the manner 
in which the sancl grousc flight in. A far longer linrc secnls to be given to Ilying 
round, as though the birds were reluctant to be the first to come down to thc 
water and, when they finally do  come, they mill around high in the air until 
sevcral thousand birds have congregated, and then they all drop in nt the dame 

timc, drink hurriedly and fly straight on. 



W l r .  Ernest Herningway, the American author. chose the Kajiddo district 
for  his photographic sufari, and was sufliciently impressed to remain on for 
five months, studying the game and local Masai. He was lucky enough to be 
in the district when conditions, owing to the drought, were most suitable for 
viewing wild animals, a n d  he was able to obtain all the photographs he needed 
for his article in less than a month. During the safari he generously placed his 
' ~ l a n c  ;it 111y disposal, and I had n magnificent opportunity to fly over innccessiblc 
areas of  the district, which led to the discovery of large pockets of  game, whose 
existence was unexpected. The  use of an aeroplarle for  making game surveys 
is invalu:~ble, as the ground that c:ln be covered by an aeroplane in one day 
precludes any possibility of counting the sclriie herd o l  iuiimals more thiln or~cc, 
in a different area. I was disappointed to lind that 1 must often have been doing 
this, and I have hacl to alter drastically n ~ y  previous views of game population 
in the region. 

The following fees were handeti over 10 the L.N.C. from the si~lc of Controlled 
Area Permits duriog 1953: - 

Sh. 
January . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  120 
e b r y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I40 
March . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 135 
April . . . . * .  . . . . . . . . . . 260 
hlay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 160 
June .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 305 

. . . .  July . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 
August . . . . . . .. - .. . . . . 360 
September . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 230 
October . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  120 
November . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
December . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  130 

Sli. 2,300 -. 

Over Sh. 1,000 is still outstanding owing to the late returns in Deccmber. 

These fees were used to compensate the h4asi1i for any depredations made 
by ganie in their reserve. In one case, where a man was killcd by a lion, his 
relatives were paid Sh. 1,000 compensation from this fund. 

GAVI:. CONTIIOI. 
Owing to the protracted drought and the exodus from the plains of the 

plains gilmc, and with then1 the lions, rclntively few applications for help wcrc 
received from the hlasai during tlie year. Where lions proved to be :I c o n s t a ~ ~ t  
menace, they were put down by the Game staff. 

One 1eop:ird at  Teroka has caused intermittent havoc a~iiongst the sheep, 
but h i s  so fsr skilfully avoided extermination. In most cases where the Masai 
were able to prove damage, the animals were condemned and executed with 
the nlininlunl delay. Wly cncouragcment to the hlorari to dcnl with lion in 
the best traditions of their tribe has met with considerable success. and at  least 
l i ~ e  organized and controlled spear hunts took place during the year without 
any loss of life, and with the death of the qu;trry. Iiecausc spear hunts are 
dangerous and only embarked upon under considerable pressure from the elders. 
i t  is only thc guilty lion that gets killed. 

Elephant caused damage in the Loitokitok area. and throughout the year 
much time was spent chasing them out of the slimnbar a t  night. But although 
lour elephants werc killed, nothing more than temporary relief was.:~fforded; so 
the decision to allow the public to shoot elephant i l l  the district was finally m;rtlc. 

Rhino gave very littlc trouble, and only two, which had developed ;I taste 
for maize and attacked anyone who tried to interfere with them, were killed. 
Several requests were made for hyena control in the lrlashuru area, and in all 
57 were poisoned by the Game staff. 

Elephanl . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4 
I<hino . . . . . . ... . . . . . . .. 2 
Leopard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Idion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 
Wildebccste . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 19 
Kongoni . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. 4 
Zcbra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 
I-lycna . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 57 

The plains game wcrc shot in keeping the two school dairy farms frcc 
from wild nnimals, in accordancc with the wishes of the Administration. 

Perliaps the n~ost,  intcrcsling event of the year was an cncountcr I wilnessed 
l between ii baboon and a young Grant's gazelle. I an1 a little diffident in placing 
on paper, for obvious reasons, this incident, but 1 considcr nevertheless that 
it should be recorded, since to my k~iowledge no similar incident has ever bee11 
mentioned before. 

1 w:~s driving in my Land-Rover in the Kiniana Swamp in July, when I 
surprised a troop of baboon feeding out in the open. As soon a s  they saw the 
vehicle they made a concerted rush towards the nearest trees. The heavy old 
male in charge V C  the troop was more reluctant to retire than the others, and 
turned now and then to bark ;I warning. Being interested in witnessing to what 
lengths he woultl carry his resentment, I drove slowly towards him. At the last 
n~olncnt he gave way :tnd lopccl after thc rest of tlie troop, whicli had :~lready 
rc:lchcd cover. His path took him through a small held of Grant grazing 
unconcernedly nearby. One of these animals, an immature specimen, had its 
back turned and lailetl to movc away with llic othcrs. As he tlrcw close to il, 
the baboon suddenly changed direction and with an unbelievably swift increase 
of pace leapt upon its hindquarters. The weight of the heavy body took the 
young buck completely by surprise, and pinned its haunches 10 the ground. 
I 1  made several unavailing efforts to regain its feet, but succeeded only in dragging 
its unwelcome rider a few feet along the ground. 

I watched with interest, hoping to see Ihe old legend of a baboon tearing 
a buck to pieces and eating it, enacted before my eyes. But to niy surprise the 
baboon then clutched the animal's shoulders with his hands, and taking a firni 
hold of the skin over the spine with his teeth. started to make very definite 
copulatory actions. This eventually had the effect of releasing some of his weight 
from the animal's hindquarters, and in a flash the animal regained its feet, and 
tried to break away. The baboon just had time to catch hold of a back leg and 
bite it savagely, before a powerful kick won the young buck its freedom. The 
b;iboon sat for a while attending to himself. Then, catching sight of my car- 
which he had apparently forgotten-he gave a last defiant bark. and made off 
after his family. 

It is interesting to note that antelopes of various species are often seen 
grazing amongst troops of baboons on whosc intelligence, quick-wittedness and 
keen eyesight, they appear to rely for protection. During the encounter the buck 
clitl not :Ippear to be terror-stricken. Its struggles werc obviously directed nt 



I)y the Senior Veterinary Oficer, Ngong. Despite the fact that the quotation 
Irom this report, with which I end. argues against the general trend of thought 
o n  this subject, the officers concerned published their findings. such action on 
the part of, what one might term a "rival" department, gives one great hope 
I'or the future, as il shows that no indiscriminalc action will be taken, until all 
the facts involved havc been carefully weighed :- 

Elephant abound in the swamp ;ire:is of 01 Tukai. Naliiclok and Kimnna 
and a l o n ~  the main water-courses Rombo, Noolturiesh and hlogoine, and  
in the forest belt on the slopes of Kilimanjaro. These cause :L cert:rin amount 
of damage to the cultivated areas mentioned above. llippo ;ind buffalo 
are able to be seen in these areas, and rhino are numerous. With the exccp- 
[ion of the 0 1  Tukai area, it is not normal to see large herds of zebra and 
wilclebeestc, as is the case on the Loita Plains in the Northern h l a a i  Ilescrvc. 

The signilic;~nce of game as a cause o f  cicterioratio~i is consideretl to 
be slight in the area. Mr. Edwards (Senior Pasture Oflicer) has this to say- 
'Careful observation in the areas of deterioration noted, indicates that in 
every cilsc the cficct of grazing is insignifici~nt, and that concentrations of 
cattle and other stock arc solely responsible for the dam;ige causetl to thc 
vegetation and soils'." 

CON-~ROL WORK 

Control work in the district suffered during the latter part 01 the year owing 
to  the call-up of the Game Ranger. His Emergency duties, however, enabled 
him to remain in the Kajiado district and he was able to supervise the Game 
Staff in their usual functiolis whetlever the opportunity allowed. The Masai had 
raised very strong objections to his proposed removal to Nanyuki and were 
considerably relieved when it was decided that hc was to ~.em;iirl. Altl~ough the 
cluties or  a Game Ranger do  not ;Lppeiir, on the facc of it. to be vcry concrete, 
his presence in the district convinces the hlasai that the Govcrnrnent is prepared 
to protect tlicir interests. 

During the year cultivation protection measures were primarily directed 
against elephant and rhino in the Kaitapai and Kimana shorrrbns. 

Depredations amongst cattle and stock were no morc intense than in previous 
years. In fact, the records show thilt fewer requests for control measures against 
predators were made this ycar than in : ~ n y  of tlic preceding years. l ions  were 
the main offenders and seven had to be destroyed a t  Koora. where ovcr 40 c:~ttle 
had been attacked and killed in less than two months. 

Except for an occasion when a Mas:~i was killed by a lioil during a spear 
hunt near Athi River, no  action was taken against lion by hlasai tnorati. 

I-fycnas caused tlamagc to calving c:rltle tI~roughokrt thc tlistricl arid ovcr 
two hundred were successfully poisoned by the Game staff during the year. 

Totrtl Nio~~bc,r of Lrrrge Gcrrlle D~~struyerl Dirritrg 1954 otl Cotr~rol 

Elephant . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4 
Rhino . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 
Lion . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  I1 
Leopard . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  4 

. . . .  Antelope . . . . . . . .  . . 35 

Elephant tusks . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 
Rhino horns . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 

. . . .  Lion skins . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Leopard skins . . . . . . . . . . .. 4 

POACHERS 
Poachers using the r:~ilw:~y Itrtrdlris on the klotnh;~sa anrl hilagndi lines wcrc 

responsible for tlie destruction of a considerable liead of game in the Konza 
area. Employees of the railway also started to poach on a grand scale, but a 
series of court c:lses at the beginning o f  thc ycar : ~ n d  heavy fines have reduced 
these activities to a minimum. 

COURT C~sr;.s DURING 1954 
Prosecutions, 31: acquittals, S; fines, Sh. 1,920. Inipriso~~ment, total 12 months. 

(Thcse figures inclutlc the corlviction of one European who was fined Sh. 500 
for a game offence.) 

S,\FAR~ PARTlES IN THE DISTRICT 
*These wcrc, on the whole, t1isapj:ointing in their rlun~bcrs. As ~ ~ s u n l  Sclcugi~i 

with its inimitable bird-shooting proved tlie main attraction. When the close 
season for birds was in force numbers dropped surprisingly. The Emergerlcy has 
doubtedlessly made it difficult for the majority of persons interesletl in hi~nting 
to get away from their duties. 

Elephant . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 
Buffalo . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 

. . . .  Bland . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Oryx . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 
Lesser Kudu . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. 1 
Ostrich . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 
Antelope . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 213 

Tot:~l of Cotllrollc~l Are:\ Fees paid into klasai African District 
Council on above animals . . . . . . . . . . Sh. 2.275 

Total fees paid into klasai African District Council during 1954 Sh. 4.495 

G. I). IIarvcg. Gi l~ne Ranger, Nortl~ern I'rovinec-Annual Report, 1953 

This clistrict has for many years been the charge of hlr. G. A. G. Adamson 
f r o n ~  wl~oni l look ovcr in k1;ucli wl~cn he went o n  oversc:is Ic:~vc. Thcrc was 
a great deal to be learnt of an area equivalent to the size of England, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland, and inhabited by many tribes, including Somalis, Horan. 
l'urkana, hileru, Samburu anti CVak;lmba. Thcse pcoples vary considerably irl 
c h m c t e r ,  intellect and mode of living, which is reflected in their outlook and 
consideration towards the multitude of  game in their territories. 

Generally speaking, the Somali is not a killer. nevertheless he is frequently 
behind a lot of poaching of ivory, rhino horn and leopard skins, which have 
;I consiclcrable black  narke et value both within and outside the Colony! This 
type of fellow is often a receiver and n very cunning one, too. In actual poaching 
thc Roran, Samburu, Wakamba and Turkana are experts. 

The I3oran probal~ly kill Inore g:inie th:~rl any other tribe ar~tl, not conte~lt 
with hunting in their own areas, think nothing of making sorties into the Samburu 
and hfcru districts; as many of them are also enlployed by Somalis to herd 
c:ittlc i~ntl  goats. they ere virtu;illy to be found i~nywhcrc. 



From September until Cliristnlas, elephants were quite troublc- 
some in damaging maize along the forest fringe. Both klr. Welch and myself have 
been out many times-usually the elephants have moved on, but a few \$,ere shot; 
one wits also sliol by a Game Scout from Icapenguria. I :\m quite in my 
own mind that an ordinary live-strand barbed wire cattle fence, i f  not allowed to 
become overgrown with creepers, will keep out the Elgon elephant. I have had 
I.lrlmc.rcitls inst:tnccs ol' this illr~.ing the last L'cw ycnrs. The nlost tliflictlll problcrn 
is that of the forest squatter slta~lllus. I think thunder-llnshes should be supplied 
for this job and shooting only resorted to when the elephants begin to ignore 
(lie noise ot  the thuntlcr-fl;tshcs. Leop:ircls are on Ihe increase ancl they :Ire causing 
dam;lge to farm stock. In April, my sons and I shot i i  stock-killing lion in the 
middle of the Kitale Plains, a most unusual place to find one. 

In  general, it can be said that in the hlount Elgon Forest area, elephant are 
definitely on the increase and soon there may be too many; lion and leopard are 
;~lso on the illcrease, but all edible anim;~ls, particularly bulTalo, water buck iund 
bush buck. arc becoming fewer and fewer. The number of buffalo is now smaller 
than after the big rinderpest outbreak in 1926. 

Game Scouts Sindoi arap Kipsarnbc anti Chcbrot arap Kibct havc continued 
to be employed under me during the past year. Chebrol's work has been excep- 
tionally good. During August and September. whcn there was :I Mall Mar1 scnre, 
these Scouts were used almost entirely on security work; on one occasion some 
Kikuyus tried to take a Scout's rifle, but failed. Useful information, mostly 
negative, was oblail~cd. Bolh Scouts now hn_ve their rifles. 

The following convictions werc obtained :- 

6111 February, 1953 
One African caught with long net . . . . 
One Afric:~n caught with long net . . . . 

3 1st hl:~rch, 1953 
One Afric:irl caught with a snare . . . . 

30th April. 1953 
One African cartglit killi~lg bufl:tlo ;uid in 

possession of meat . . .. .. . . 
One African caught killing buffalo and in 

possession of meat . . .. .. . . 
One African caught in possession of buffalo 

meal . . . . . . . .  .. . . 
One African caught in possession of bull'alo 

meat . . . . . . . . . . . . 
One African with no pass . . . . . . 
One African--escaped-his bihi found in 

possession of buffalo meat-imprisoned 
5th hlay, 1953 

One African found in possession of buffalo 
meat .. . . . . .. .. . . 

3 months or Sh. 400. 
3 months or Sh. 400. 

1 month or Sh. 50. 

G months. 

G months. 

2 n~onths. 
Fined Sh. 20. 

1 month. 

2 months. 

011 1st I)cccrnbcr, Mr. Welch :tlld I ,  when out on elcplianl control, fo~lntl a 
spurfowl sitting on five eggs. 

S. H. IDowles, 1lonor:lry G;lnte Wardcn. Kitale-Annual Report, 1954 

I was away from mid-&lay until the end of September, 1954, but both during 
that tirne and while I was here, the yeitr seems to Iiavc been :I quieter one than 
I I C I I ~ ~  

I t  is noticeable as one motors round the Trans Nzoia, that oribi and reed- 
buck are increasing. I think this is due to callirlg in of all arms from Africans and 
most of those from Europeans. There is a deplorable decrease in the number of 
wild fowl. 

In April, a Ariarr ktarr gang made its appearancc on klount Elgon and the 
Game Scouts spent a great deal of time trying to track it, but without success. 
I'olicc havc rnnde many sorties into the forest area. This and an ;tctivc 1;orest 
Olliccr hiivc reduced thc organized hr~tlting or buli'alo by gang5 rronl Ugiinda. 
One poacher was fired at and wounded, which has had a most salutary effect. 

Eleph:tnt havc not, I Ihink, been as troublcsonie as in the previo~ls year. but I 
understand that Mr. Welch has had to shoot three or four. Leopard arc 
undoubtedly increasing and havc in sonic cases takcn to cattle killing. 

I'art of the Mount Elgon Forest Area has recently been declared a Nature 
Reserve and is, therefore, closetl to all hunting. 

'I'he Game Scouts, Sindoi arap Kipsanibc and Chebrol arap Kibet have 
worked reasonably well. 

The following conviclions werc obtairlctl: - 
I'aulo h1ambo.-Snaring game in forest. Four nionths and his dogs shot. 

Chcbrot's case. 
Nabas11ushu.-Trapping hyrax. Sixteen strokes. Chebrot's case. 
Chemwani.Snaring game. Fine Sh. 100. Chebrot's case. 

H. W. Foster. Honorary Game Warden, Lamu-Annual Report, 1954 
From Kiunga 1 went out to tvlkontlone only to find the rain there had chased 

most of the elephants up into the Northern Frontier District, and 1 was only able 
to obtain two in consequence. From h4kondonc I returned to hlararani, thence 
to Dogole, Ukumbuu and blvunilirli, but drew :l complete blank as no elephants 
had rcturned to those areas. 

I rnoved to Mnngai, where I found conditions very similar to those in the 
Kiunga district, i.e. cxlrcniely thick bush and water all over thc place, but 
managed to bag I 1  before they eventually moved out, nine of them being shot 
at night by torchlight The dircction taken by those that cleared off was also in 
the dircction of the Norlhcrn Frontier district, :Incl alhough I followed them for 
10 miles beyond Mangai village. I did not come up with them again. These 11 
werc shot between hlangai ancl Mwazi on a low range of hills thc locals call 
Sikw:tno. Ilclwcen those hills :incl thc 1)utlori river ancl creek is an open patch of 
country about four or five miles long and about half a mile wide, which simply 
abounds with topi and oribi. and I must have seen 1,000 topi in one day. They 
are very tame and I found no difliculty in arriving up to within 30 yards of them 
and photographing them. Lions seem to be fairly numerous, as not a night passed 
without hearing their choruses Crorn all directions. Several of them fed on the 
dead elephants and resented my approach, whcn I was going out on rny nightly 
patrol. 

There is no running water in the Duclori river, but there are a series of very 
large pools in which I found the best tilitpia fishing I have yet seen, with the result 
I lived on fish for nearly a fortnight, they were so delicious. These fish are never 
toucheci, except by the ocltl lish cogle, EIS the loc:il natives do not eat lish. There 
are many mud fish in the pools as well, but if the tilapia are rising the mud fish 
have no hope of touching your bait. The topi love the salt water creek and one 
can sec them any tl:iy bathing in it. 



From hlnngai 1 came to hlilirni~ni, but finding no elephants there. proceeded 
to blajengo or Duldul, to find there were none there either, and now 1 am at 
Bungone. Here there were reports of large numbers of elephan$, but they had 
obviously got the news that I was arriving. as there were practicalIy none to be 
seen when I went out to hunt them. There had certainly been large numbers of 
them here a week becore I arrived. but the thunderstorms round about must have 
moved them. On two successive mornings I got up to within 30 or 40 yards of 
some, but wind gnvc me i ~ w i ~ y  on both occasions, :~nd I did [lot get :I shot.. 

\V. P. Kellcr. Honnr:ary Game Warden, Konza Area--4nnu:)l ~ e p n f i  1953 
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Tllc above is  a rougl~ sketch III:II) s110rving the area (:rpprosim:~tely 100 square rl~ilts) 
in which llie rvritcr lins cndc:tvourcd to elicct proper g;lnic control during the past 

twelve nlonlhs 

'The concentration of poaching elements in and i~round this circa niay be seen 
at a glance. These, combined with many other duties and interest. have prevented 
as thorough control as might be desired. 

The pages which rollow summarize the game aspect for the year. 

SUM hlARY 
Poac11itrg.-This was practised both extensively and fearlessly at the time of 

my arrival a year ago. Some hunters being so bold as to lie up at a spring within 
a mile of the house and kill no less th:m 10 wiltlcbeeste. 

Since then, the following number of raids, apprehensions, convictions and 
seizure of contraband have taken .place : - 

I<;~ids on Iiu~idics . . ... . . .. . . .. 17 
Raids on scltlemen~s . . . . . . . , . 9 
Apprehensions . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
Convictions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
llows seized or dcs11.oycd . . . . . . . . . . 36 
Quivers seized or destroyed . . . . . . . . . . 30 
Hides seized or destroyed . . . . . . . . . . 44 

. . . .  Arrows seizctl or destroyed . . . .  . . 460 

This, combined with a recent whole-hciuted degree of support. both from the 
Administration and the Railway authorities, both of whom were previously 
indifferent 10 our efforts, has resulted in a great reduction of poaching in the 
area, where in fact this profession can be not only very expensive, but highly 
d:ingerous, :IS a good nl;lny Ak:~mba have iilrcady 1c;irned. 

H~t~lritrg.- Hunting is for the most part light. One persistent Asian offender 
has been brought to book. 

Tlre 12.lttsai.-By continuous and ernpllatic talks on the folly of encouraging 
Akamba hunters to infiltrate thcir country the bfasai are gradually assuming a 
different attitude to this problenl than formerly. 

Tlre Scher,~e.-No prelencc is made that an attempt to drive all game from 
the area is desirable. Rather gnrne is viewed as an :~sscl equal to livcslock. when 
properly htrsbandcd and harvested. 

CAME 
Gettcrir1.-The lirst year spent in [hi$ :lrc:k c~l;~blcd the writer to f;rmiliarizc 

himself with the major types of wild life; thcir grazing or feeding habits; their 
general movements; localization of species; and normal pattern of behaviour. 

Mucl1 of this has been done in :in attempt to ascert:~in the extent and 
influence which competition from domestic stock is having upon their cnviron- 
~nent. Particularly as this aflects the ecological associations of grasses and herbage 
upon which game depend. 

The same has becn done in the case of trying to interpret the impact o l  
tremendous poaching pressure in certain years, and the ir~trusion of hunters 
into the area. 

To  this end it has becn necessary to familiarize oneself with the various 
soil types, vegetation cover, and natural water supplies of the regiou. 

All of this, it must be borne in mind, has been attempted in an area from 
which, prior to my arrival, it was the avowed intention of all concerned to 
eliminate g:une entirely. In ;I word, the entire approilch to the game problem has 

iL 1011. been dianlctrically reversed Iron1 one of dissipation to conserv t' 

Most of the observations and comments made in this paper are based 
purely on first-hand observations. I c o ~ ~ l d  not give more time to ascertaining 
cx:lct popt~lations by counts or movements of specific individuals by mark~ng. 



I t  is not suggested that the area under control constitutes a game or wildlife 
sanctuary, as such. Rather. it is an experimental region in which the of 
wild life to ;I changing environment can be observed fairly accurately, while at 
the same time, as many disturbing outside influences are contro!led as is practic- 
able under the circumstances. 

E1'1~phrrtrt.-Although no clcph;lni hnvc nctu:illy becr~ secn on the sclicnie 
during my residence here, thcy have becn observed in the bush ; ~ ~ > ~ r o x i n > ; ~ t e l y  
five miles to the south. Two weeks prior to my arrival in hlarch, 1953, a herd 
actually crossed half-way over the scheme, drained the watering troughs in the 
centre, filled tliem up with gr:tss, debris, whistling t h o ~ n  : I I I ~  vegct:lble matter. 
then retired again across the trecless plains to the bushl:intl in the south. These 
migrations are made only during the rains, and it would appear that this is 
roughly the northern extremity of herds based on  Sclengai. 

Rhirro.-These animals are compar:~tively common on the scheme. In  fact, 
they have now been observed mating within two miles of the house. Their move- 
ments taken on a circular pattern: from the bush out over rocky country, 
swinging out on to  the plains and back into the bush again, each circrlit covering 
a period of weeks. I have watched them, in the rocky areas, rooting out with their 
horns succulents which they appear to coosunw in large quantities, both as ;i 

source of moisture and as a purgative. 

The  exceedingly short, sharp horns of all specimens watched, lead me to 
believe they are continually reduced in size by this excessive digging. All the 
animals have always appeared Sat and exceedingly wcll fillcd oul, which ilidicatcs 
an abundance of natural feed is available. 

L,iot~s.-This once notoriously famous lion country still boiists of a few 
individuals. During thc rains their grunts :Ire commonly hc:~rd during the early 
morning hours. Generally they sound wcll fed, and are on their way back from 
the green plains to the bush country, where they retire for the day. 

Thcir kills have comprised Masii  cattle, zebra, eland. wildeheeste nnd 
kongoni. Thcir preference in this district being apparently eland. of which a 
considerable number have been killed. All of those observed have been young, 
or irnrnature individuals and their tracks bear this out. It is not certain where 
the adults live nor whether these young ones are moving into the irrca with the 
return of a fairly substantial and stabilized population of plains game. 

L ~ ~ p u l ~ d . - O ~ i l y  one young lcoparcl has becn secn in lhis arc:l. Just o~ttsitlc 
the perimeter of the zone. however, large animals have been encountered both 
on the plains and in the bush. The favourite den of one entire family of leopards 
is known, about 20 miles away. Yet their forays into this area are common 
occurrences, as witnessed by the toll of nativc sheep and goats. 

The  complete absence of baboons, a welcorne omission, even in the broken 
country south of the scheme. would seem to indicate that this is one area of 
Masai at  least in which the favourable balance of leopards to baboons has 
not been unduly disturbed. Let us hope it remains that way. 

Clreeta11.-Strangely enough only during the past four months I1:1ve cl~cct:~h 
been observed. Certainly, during that time, their frequency in numbers has more 
than made up for their former absence. In a two-week period, I have seen no 
less than 16 individuals, ranging in size from mere kittens to mature males of 
immense size. 

Thcir movements are exceedingly localized, as compared with the Par-ranging 
leopards. Their hunting tactics too have been watched with great interest. For 
example. they will work up along a fence line. pausing at each post to stand 
on thcir hind !egs. lean one paw against the post, and thus scrutinize the entire 
country-side. From what has been observed of them, they are not too well fed. 
and it appears than many a day passes without a meal. By contrast, several 
have txcn cncounterecl hunting imp;~la in the t~~rsh-country, and these looked 
in fine fettle. Perhaps thc excessive over-grazing on the plains makes stalkilng 
cxccetlingly clillicult for them in the short grass. 

fIyrrlns.-What was a fairly large pol,ulation ;i year ago, has been consider- 
ably reduced by intermittent poisoning campaigns. Approximately 30 mature 
spotted hyenas were taker1 in this way, of which at least 75 per cent wcre dogs. 
Why pups arc never seen is hard to understand, when even now, one occasionally 
cncountcrs as 1il;rny as thrcc adults together in mid-morning. 

By way of cxperirnent, a puff adder, which had been killed, was put along- 
side a carcass on the plains. The following morning most of the carcass and 311 

of the snake (:I very large one nt that) except for about 3 in. of its tail, had 
been completely devoured by these creatures. A careful search for parts which 
may have becn regurgitated was fruitless, l lad  all hut the head and throat been 
eaten, then this would have been much less surprising. 

Attempts to run down these animals with a car have disclosed a hardiness 
and degree of endurance in running, which is positively amazing. Experiences of 
this nature lead me to believc that the number of new-born animals, which 
hyenas secure by simply r u n r ~ i ~ ~ g  tiicm down, musl bc terrific. One striped hyena 
was killed with poison. 

IViltl Dogs.-There is a pack in the neighbourhood of this area. Once 
I I wcre seen just beyoncl Kor~za on the open plains at a distancc of not mole 
than 25 yards. Exaniination of other kills in that neighhourhood indicate it to 
be a favourite haunt. 

On another occasion, they were observed r~11111ing down :I rn;~grlilicet~t Cir;~nt 
buck on the sclieme. Rifle fire saved his life for that day. N u ~ n e r o ~ ~ s  kills of 
Thornson's and Grant's gazelles in the rough rocky country west of the scheme 
would appear to be made more often than not, bp wild dogs. 

loc~ka1s.-7'hese littlc scavengers arc both bold and numerous. Poisoning has 
cut down their n~~rnbe r s  to a cer~ain degree. One was even so brave :is to enter 
the r~cwly-pai~~!c~l kitcl~cli, to erncl.gc later as the first "green" jackill in Kcliyn. 

Bat-enred Foscs.-There arc, within a very short distance of the house, a 
number of flourishing colonies of these splendid creaturcs. It is exceedingly 
common to see anything from two to six of them, either sunning themselves 
outside their ei~rths or  jogging merrily along from one ant-hill to another. Thcir 
dens are common under ant-hills, of which it seems, they make communal use 
of a large number at a time. Thus, if disturbed, thcy will retire from one earth 
to another in succession. making use oC anywhere up to six o r  more within a 
[natter of minutes. There has not been sufficient time to determine whether one 
particular group lays cl;~im to a specific group of dens, or not, while the young 
are being rcarctl. The v:~riation in colour ancl markings is quite notice:tble, especi- 
ally I)ctwccn i~ t lu l~s  ancl young. 

E1nrrd.-Approximately 30 or 40 head are permanently resident in the area. 
For a long time the number of calves dropped was proportionately vcry low. 
possihly because the herd was tloniirlatetl by a vcry large :tntl agetl bull. 




