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Major C. R. T. Thorp, Kitale. The following analyzis table of licences issued during the
AL, Co S ' ‘ year is also of interest : —

E. N. Millington, Esq., Molo.
. H. Crake. Esq., Molo. ‘g - Bz o
J. F. Lipscomb, Exq , Naivasha. - Licences g |3 g ?V% :‘Z:: Torat
Captain 5. D. AL Gouch Naro Moru. N L a S5 |0 |« -
H. D. Hinde, Tsq., l\any ulki. ’ Visitor's Full . L £100 | 4 Lo ‘lh;i
o . - - AT Visitor's Prival and .. 41 11 R . .
\V.‘ 1'. AMatthias, Fsq., Naro Moru. - ScrvingSOﬁicc:F.s - .. éZg s ... -] - 5
I. . Axelsson, Iisq., Kitale. Resident’s Full .. .. 410} 220 71 -- 41 .. "fgsl
Y T2 U s . Resident’s [4-day . £3 138 .. .. .. ..
Major M. A. Ridley, Eldoret. Resident’s Private Land..  £2 | 379 3| 3 8| .. [ 393
Native Employee .. A2 6| .. |.. .. .. 6
NATIVE SCOUTS. Bird .. . .. Sh.10] 573 [ 159 |75 | 178 | 127 1,112
Elephant, lIst (under Resident’s
The provision under the estiuates for scouts proved very Full Licence) - 450 P I I 3
inadequate Licphant, 1st (under Visitor's 23
' : : Full Licence) .. £50 20 ... -] - 20
LEVENUL. Flephant, 2nd (under Resident's
. Full Licence) .. 4100 . R I
TICENCES. Elephant, 2nd (under Visitor's - . } 1
. . . Full Licence .. 4100 1 R .. ..
The sum realised by the sale of game licences during the Rhino, Ist (un)der Resicﬁnt’s
vear was £11,754, comprised as follows :— Full Licence) v A0 19 ] e 19
. Rhino, ist (under Visitor's Full ) 46
Game, £10.566; Game Bird, £556; Trout, £632. Licence) .. o A10L 27 2
Rhino, 2nd {under Resident’s
The following comparative table, giving the number of _Full Licence) .. £10 N N N Y 2} 9
_Lhe scveral game licences over the last eight years, is of Rhmfi }c§:}§c§u"4?f Vls}t.o_r : 2‘,‘3 7 7
mterest :— ‘Giraffe (under Resident’s  Full
Licence) .. .. 415 2 2
‘Giraffe (under Visitor's Full 3
LICENCES 1923 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 | 1930 Licence) . 415 1 U N .. . 1
I e e — | e | e ——— . Ostrich (under I\e51dents Full
L Licence) . A 3 20 .. .. .. 5
V{Sl'Lor‘s Full. .. 35 26 56 35 24 27 36 43 Ostrich  (under Visilor’s Full 12
Visitor's Private Licence) .. Lo A1 70 ... .. .. 7
Land .. . 2 33 38 43 25 29 20 11 Governor's Permits . 46 1 .. .. .. 47
Serving Oflices’s . . .. .. .. .. .. .. 5 5 Governor’s Permits for 12 lt plnnts
Rcsgdent s FFull L. 156 293 367 373 425 301 315 231 in Meru District —-
Resident’s 14-day. . 115 133 102 140 108 139 135 138 Bull .. .. £10 14 P .. .. 14
Resident’s  Private Cow £5 171 .. | .. .. .. 17
Land .. . 515 646 744 765 817 647 519 393 Duplicates of l-ost LlC( nces Sh, 10 1 R .. .. !
Nalive Employcc 25 18 22 27 30 14 13 6 Visitor's  Yearly Trout  Li-
Bird . . 954 | 1,268 | 1,324 | 1,360 | 1,050 | 1,134 | 1,112 - cences £S5 20 o - 2
Elephant, lst .. 58 111 168 173 170 24 37 23 Visitor's Fottnlght]y Tlout Li-
o 2nd .. .. a7 57 57 64 1 4 1 cences 42 1 I .. .. !
Rhino, Ist .. 52 76 112 117 157 65 63 46 Visitor's 24- hourly Trout Li-
o 2nd L .. 9 9 11 17 15 17 9 - ceitces . . Sh. 10 3 o] ] - 3
Giraffe .. .. » 5 3 14 8 . 1 6 3 Resident’s Yearly Trout Licences
Ostrich ., 2 2 4 4 . 18 17 12 Sh.25( 386| .. | 2| .. .. | 388
Trophy Dealer’s . 12 54 72 98 137 106 .. .. Resident’s Fortnightly Trout Li-
Game Dealer’s .. .. 4 4 7 7 4 .. .. cences .. .. Sh, 10 144 .. 2 .. .. 146
Traveller's 190 .. .. .. .. .. .. . Resident's 24-hourly Trout Li-
Governor's Permit .. . . 9 4 9 27 78 cences .. Sh.3 347 1] 27 i .. 376
. —— | - Ll I IRSEURNPIY [ —_— ; Duplicates of Lost l icences Sh. 2 2 R .. . 2
Total Revenue £ s 284 |11,499 17,681 16,490 {15,478 | 11,073 13,285 | 11,754 TOTAL .. .. 12430 | 173 1109 | 191 | 127 13,030
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Cases of shooting without licence may, fmd (']olilbtless dg,.
ocenr, especially on private land. but l‘ believe mtreqyeut]g .
for 1 am convinced that the majority of pegple recognise and
respect their obligations to the connnunity m this respect.

Several instanges were reported of shooting taking place
on private land without the cousent of the owner.

[ consider (his o mean forn of poaching, for theve is still
in Kenya ample game on Crown land for evervone who cares
to take ont a licence, and it is unnecessary to blow up some-
one's herd of semi-twne tommy. Impala. or \\']1:1'te\'cr it may
be. 1 should like to take this oppormni(y. of saying that. this
Department will always give any help it can to aggrieved
landowners in such cuses,

1t is now an offence under the Game Ordinarce to ShOQl
gae on privite land without permission.of the owner or his.
azent, and 1 hope that before long this provision )\'lll e
extended so as (o include game birds also, thus bringing the
Game Bird Ordinance into line with the Game and Trout
Ordmances.

Narvi

1 regret to Liave to report that conditions‘in several parts
of the Colony were very bad; worst perhaps in the Northern,
Irontier 1rovinge.

This Iatter avea presents w diflicult problem. 'A }1113‘@-
area of 92,000-odd squave miles (or nearly one-half of the
total area of Kenyat of bush is inbabited—if one can use l}lu~
word in relation to # population of less tin one (actually 0.67)
per square mile—by w great variety of wholly or ‘almosl
wholly nomadic peoples. 1t has five (io\'er.x.nnent stations on
|)oiu1;‘- of its periphery @ Siolo, Bur, Waujir, I\‘]:m.dcm, and
Movale, and one, Marsabit, in its heart. Roads (.)l.u(fcegs to-
these st voads as are administratively

these stations, and such other ;
Apovt from these nibbles of

essentind, have been made. ‘
civilisation. (he wvast wrea remains us 'untml,ll)]m].m}(l‘ as in-
tractable as the pyramids—Africa at its most primitive and
niost relentless.

As well expect a native tolo with a stick'to keep a swarm
of hungry locusts off a ﬁ\'o-lhouvsaml-:u:re mzuz‘e crop. as hope
hat an Assistant Gume Warden, with ,l"m'd cur :mrd1 i
dozen scouts. can control poaching over lhlﬁj arei. The
“ home " provided by international boundaries makes the

ame of ** Tom Tiddler's ground ™ still more hopelessly one-
gine : L

sided.
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It muy be of interest to recount details of one or two of
the more outstanding cases.

By far the biggest and most importani was the capture
of a consignment of rhino horn at Malindi.

There were 218 horns, weighing 955 ib.—worth. at that
time, some £600.

The conviction of the *“ owner,” a Barawa—he is still
paying instalments of his fine, which amounted to £560!—
led to the break-up of the ganyg. of which he was chief, and
the conviction of fourteen of his fellows. The headquarters
of his organisation was at Mariakani, a village which has long
been notorious for the facilities it offers, lying as it does at
the junction of three districts—IKilifi, Mambasa and Kwale.

The only unsatisfactory point in an otherwise excellent
cuse lay in the fact, as we learned subsequently, that the
horns captured were only the second hall of the shipmeunt,
the first having got clear away.

Another large haul was staged in Nairobi. 38 horns Leing
captured by the Criminal Investigation Department with all
the accompaniments of a modern crook play : a bland stool-
pigeon. detectives behind hedges, motor cars being abandoned
and the booty transferred to rickshaws, and the rest. The
unsatisfactory point in this case was that the real culprit was
not brought to book, his guilt being taken by an underlin
or so it appeared to me.

o
-

A third case, and one in which T w00k a somewhat nn-
satisfuctory part—unsatisfactory 1o me, al leust—may he
recorded in some detail, since it has points of inferest.

I got information that there were rhing horns hidden in
or about a certain deka in the Masai Reserve, a couple of
miles from Konza Station.  Accompanied by Inspector
Bweeney, of the Criminal Investigation Department, 1 raided
the place, which consisted of several buildings and a small
shamba within a double und very thick thorn fence.

It was clear from the demeanour of the various inhabi-
tants that the stuff was on the premises somewhere, bul search
as we would—and we made a job of it—we could find nothing
but a piece of the nasal hone of & rhino, the hone which
supports the front horn. 'I'he bone had been picked up by
dog, and carried in—so we were told.

At Tast, with a couple of crowbars. we prodded (he
ground in and around the buildings; and sewrched us
thoroughly as possible in a near-bv huoe hean of eattle manee



GAM 12

hrought from neighbouring Masai manyatlas. T lhougi); I
had found the cache when the crowbar to.uchcd somet iy
liard at the bottom ol the heap, but on loo‘kmg u? the end of
the bar there was nothing but some pzu‘t{C]gS of stone. :v—\t
last, dispirvitedly indeed, we returned to Najrobi. I had f»et'
ont at dawn feeling the complete sleuth; 1 retirned afrer
dark feeling a complete fool.

We gol our own back, however, 1wo days later, Whel‘), as
a result of some forther information, Sweeney :'md the (mm.ei
Departiment head scout, Saa, went flo“'n z1vg;un—1 couldn '
34 horns in « (hicket a couple ol

3 3 1
spare the time—and found ‘ ‘e
1 Frow the disorder of the

hundred yavds from the duka. o . of the
manure heap, and subsequent admissions, it uppf)am(! that
when the crowbar hit the stone it had been a few mcl.les
only from the horn, which was hidden in a bole covered with
stone at the base of the manure heap.

Sweeney's capture was only just in time, for the horn
was to have cone fo the Coast that night.

‘The sequel to this capture was unsatisfactory, si_nce the
owner of the duka, an Indian, fled the country before the Cise
aame on. L regret that he did not remain fo el)_ioy the pe:rlod
of enforced leisure which would have allowed him to meditate
on his misdoings and manure heaps.

DAMAGTE PY GAME AND VERMIN, AND
ATTEMPTS AT CONTROL.

Reports of damage by game and vermin were s‘omewlm!l
less numerous than usual, though as varied and W']dOSpl(_ﬂ(
as ever, ranging from elephunts at Liunu to porcupimes neat
Kisii. .

The two gmne and vermin control officers were hard at
work throughout the year

He reported the Kuimosi-Kalkamega area to be infested
with vermin to an unbelievable degree, and the following

extracts from his monthly report for September  from

Kakamega give some idea of his work there :— .

“ Dwiing the wonth, fifty-eight natives have brouyhe
fo me maize cobs. sweet potatoes and bananas for baiting
with arsenite for pigs, haboons and porcupines, and brought
meal or fowls for baiting with strychnine for Jeopards,
hyenas, cats and mongooses.

** Considerable nunbers of dead hyenas have been
found, also a fair number of dead mys, baboons, cats, mon-
Booses and porcupines.  'Lhose nctually found are certain
to be only a fraction of the loial, owing to the excessively
luscious growth of high grass and serub,

" T have made two safaris 1o places off the road where
a car could not be nsed, one visit lasting three days and the
other five days. The natives at the villages visited gladly
supplied the portecs for carrying camp kit, ete., and without
payment. Whilst 1 was at one of these villages a nmmuber
of hyenas broke into a hut and killed eleven fowls.

" Beveral cases of leopards und hyenas cansing the
deaths of cattle and sheep were reported to me, and stryeh-
nine was placed in the remnanls in ench case.

“ 1 spent three days on the Nzoia River in an attenpt,
to deal with the hippo complained of. Only one was in
evidence at the tiine, and this 1 shot. hut its body was not
found, doubtless owing to the cxcessive fAood in the river.
These hippo apparently move up and down over a long
stretch of the river, and it is o matter of luck to Jogate
them. T hope to pay a further visit 10 the localily hefore
leaving the district.

" The District Commissioner, Kakamega, expressed i
wish that T shonld visit the veterinary station at Sangalo,
near Bungoma, where numbers of leopards, hyenas, ecats,
mongooses, etc., akounded. T found it was a newly opened
animal husbandry establishment, where preparations weve
afoot for the reception of cattle, pure-bred fowls. etc.. for

Captain Oulton operated in the following areas : VI\Ialvashn.,
Nakwru and the Mau in thal vicinity, Kaimosi. Kakamega.
and finally Kisii. He worked well and consistently, poisoning
Liyena, baboon, bush pig, leopard, and porcupine, as well as
dealing with a herd of maranding buffalo; for this lﬂtt}?l'
work lie found it necessary to invoke the aid of ceriuin
Wanderobo, the nature of the gountry ma]nng }t nmpossible
to influence them by ordinary methods of hunting.

demonstrating mproved methods of housing, trealment,
ete. Tt was a vital necessity that the considerable nnmbers
of vermin should be dealt with belore the establishment
was stocked up. Near-by there were extensive rocky kopjes
covered with thick undergrowth and timber, and full of
caves—just the ideal quarters for vermin. Whilst ihere,
word was brought in of a leopard having killed a heifer
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Captain Whitter had an unhappy time.  In the lirst
place, lie was away from his urea, the Northern Frontier
Province, for several periods, since he had to come in to
lake charge at Nairobi when I was away; and even when lie
was free to try to deal with the widespread poaching. cir-
cumstances and lack of resources weve against him.

Mr. Dent toured the Colony with his accustomed vigour.
His report appears under the approprinte heading.

Mr. MacArthur, who returned from leave free of fever
once more, and full of energy, progeeded forthwith o spread
panic among the ivory und rhino-horn community; the com-
parative immunity they had enjoyed during his absence had
allowed them to increase their nefarious dealings, and his
bag wus a heavy one.

His report is as follows :—

I returned from leave in March, 1930, and, hearing
bad reports from Malindi-Mariakani, went on safari to that
area within a month of my return. Camped on the Voi
River some 50 miles east of Voi, and commenced inquiry
and investigation ol really bad poaching of the year 1929.
Several poachers admitted killing three to as many as
fifteen rhino in six to twelve months, with an odd elepliant
ot two, the rhino horns being sold at Mariakani and other
trading centres.  'Phe et of the animals was left to rot
in the bush country. "T'he cases were heard in Mombasa
and Malindi, and there were many convictions. 1 ended
the safari in Mombasa Hospital, down with malaria, abont
August of 1030. From September to the end of the year,
the Wakamba at Masonguleni, Ziwani and Taveta were
visited, and many offenders brought to court.

“ Rhino.—The Wansanye, Wakamba, and Wagiriana
hunted chiefly for rhino. owing fo the high value of the
horn and an easy market at Mariakani. Several areas
suflered  Dbadly, bul the nore impenctrable i1horn-bush
country happily still contains a very fair number of the
great beast.

‘" Elephant, too, were hunted by these tribes, but not
nearly so badly as in previous years. His ivory is the
hunter's private banking account, as it keeps [or vears
when bured in sand and near water.

** Lion.—'The Coast is not a lion area. Those on the

Serengetti Plains and Tann River appear to have suffered
by “the leopard-trappers. bul are sGll munerous,
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*“ Leopard.—This animal has, in wmany areus, been
practically wiped out by trappers, and in consequence ba-
boons and pigs have increased to incredible numbers. 1 have
met native trappers with as many as fifteen steel traps, and
ten a common nwmber, moving over large areas, waterhole
to waterliole. The Wasanye and Waboni set poisoned arrow
traps on game paths for leopard, and there are several cases
where innocent human beings Lave fired the arrows into
theiv legs and died. The whole country from Voi to San-
kuri is a very dangerous area for these bow-and-arrow traps.
and presents & most difficult problem to deal with.

** Buffalo.—The Coast has many large herds of buffalo,
and they are safe from atiacks by natives armed with bow
and arrow and those armed with a rifle, living as they do
in dense bush and sansevieria. These herds seldom if
ever, sufler from rinderpest or such diseases.

* Topi.—These antelopes are very numerous on the
North Tana and south banks.

““Water-buck.—Very numerous on the Tsavo. Sabalki
and Tana River.

* Oryx, Kringe-eared, ave nmumerouns on the Serengeiti
Plains."

The work of the game and vermin control officers has

been related above.

The clerical staff of the Departimems worked with thenr
accustomed application, and it was seldom that T could lay
the blame for any office oversights on their shoulders.

With regard 1o the work of the scouls, there is little of
interest to record. One of them went to gaol for extortion
angd taking bribes. I'his offence, althongh in n way it may
form a kind of informal and poetic justice, is yet one for
which we are always on the watch. The pay of native scouts
is naturally not high, aud the temptation to aceept hush
money often great. 1 may say in this connexion that scouts
are very often nceunsed falsely of taking woney by those they
have veported: and also natives quite often pass themselves
off as scouts in order to extort from their fellows.

The work of the head scont ab the Coust must again be
commended. Diwan bin Ahmed may, with practical truth,
be said to be worth his weight in gold to this Departinent.
He has in the last few years been instrummnental in the con-
fiscation of many thousand pounds’ worth of ivory and rhino
horn. Tt is not to helittle the astonishing success of Mr.





