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C1fAf"l'EIt XXIV. 

Tlic i+vdorn 6f Bell&, a d  m e  obsemaiiom thcrcon. 

After a month's vo7age we lLnivcd at Charticon,' p,rt 
of the kingdon1 of Ben&$, where we were received by tile 
inhabitants with much rejoiciug. On IuntIifig, tlley took lIlc 

with the111 to salute the king, who is not, however, the ppat 
king of 13cnga1, hut a petty king of this province, or rather 
a governor, with the title of king? as is generally the in 
thaw p%rt.q. The p e a t  king of Hengal lives higher up the 
country, thirty or forty leagues off. On being pre9cntcd to this 
petty king, he received me with bwat kindnes, alld gave IlIe 

luy full liberty, saying that if I ivoold rc?m:iin with hi111 he 
would do great things for rue : and, indeed, ho bade bring me 
raiment and food day by day in p a t  abuudnnoe. But aftcr 

a mouth's sojourn then: 1 found a ship of Calecut., whose 
Inater  asked if 1 would go with hirn, saying that the Hol- 
landers' ships ofteu ca~ne to Calccut, snd then: might be solrle 
in which I could get a pusage to Fmncc, siuce I was minded 
to return thither; whereto I glatlly agreed, ficnir~g I had 110 

other aim but tllut, and on that score I declined d1 other 
favours, I ttiereforc took my lenvc of the k g ,  which was 

granted Ille without ditfieulty. 
I was so short a tinle in Bengal, that I callnot record m u ~ y  

of its chanctcristics ; however, here is what I picked up. 

Chittagoog, properly C'hatigana : in the Portuguw  book^, Chutiplo 
and I'orlo Cmncle; to be diatiaguished from Siityii7tw, or Pnrro P~.gueno, 

the two pr ta  being regarded a the eastern aud watern limits of the 
Ganges' mouth. Src Liaachotcrr, Hak. h. ; Coma, Lendas, i4 619 ; 
and Yule, Ghsary, a v. Chittagong, Parto I'tqucuo, and (in Supplt) 
Sufja~n. 

3 ThEd petty Raja wize probably the " J i u g ~ "  (Jfogh), or king of 
.\rakan ( Y  ~ I I c ,  G/(W.~., a V.) ; thu PO~~I I~FUC'BU ulld him o r q p ,  and 
leople us rcro!]ru (L icro rlnr ~ l f o n ~ . ,  i, &\I(, 350, :j5:1 ; ii, TY;, !)I)?.) 
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wbcrcver they fall, but ncvcr hrcnk it, howcver tender it, 
r >  rnay h. l hey are neatly shaped, :111d arc i~ii t~rnlly of :i 

uinttled colour, whi te ,  yellow, and black : there is great trade 
in thorn to all parts of India, for thoy arc found nowhere 
else. I3y rubbing hnrd two sticks of this sine togetller, fire is 
protluced as from a match : and they are used for tlJs pur- 
pose. 'I'hcrc is yet another sort of mnc, which never grows 
thicker than tile IittIc finger, of the sutllr: forrn and growth 
rrs the other; it is as pliant na nn osicr, nud iu called fil.nyb.' 

Ships' cable!! arc made of it, aud ~nany  kit& of ntatly 
pliiitcd baskets, and other wicker things. In short, i t  is user1 
us cord, and cnn be split into any nunibcr of s t r i p  It is a 
fathom and a half in length. I t  is tmilicked iu  uverywhrrc, 
and is in p a t  domand for its KIKC in ~ilunufacture ; it is white, 
and not mottled. 

This country ahouncls with elephants, wliich uw cxprtcd 
hencc to nil pnrts of Incliri. 'I'heri! an! rlJuocerus2 uLso, artcl 

tsurue say unicorns,  too, which are mid to be found in this 
land ohlp. They say otfier a&& will not t1ririk a t  a well 
until n fcmaIc u~licoru has steeped her horn in the vater, so 
thry all wait ou the bank till s l ~ c  conles and tioes soq8 

hhlayl Rotan; Mca, 110 Orta, and I,insrhc~tcll~ all write rufa. 
'h F-nglieh form rattan app- iu Frycr (1GiY). 

L URP the word n plural, ne in orig. aud in the Enflinh vrmion of 
LinscRo(m. 
' Tha unicorn localkd in tholu paru r r rs  LIO doubt .the rhinocsm 

itwlf: seo IIarco j'ub, bk. 111 ,  ch. ix, snd rwre  by Col. Yulc, and tha 
f ~ l l o w i n ~  p-e froul Litlwholcu :-a Some thinke it (tho rh iuwem)  
is the right nuicornel becm.~c that, an j e t  there hatL no uthvr bin found, 

only bp and by t,hc picture8 of tben~. 'I'he I'or~iuJPle~ anti 

t h ~ .  of &ng.ln affinuo, that by the river hngtrr, in the kingdulne of 
Bcnpla,  are nmny of them r h i n o e m ,  which when they will dr ink  
the other be~eta stand and write upou them, till the r h i n o c m  bath 
drunko, and thrust hi8 horn into the water, for ha cullnot drink but hi8 
l lot~jc muet bc unclcr thu w ~ t z r ,  becane it ~tnndc~th cloflc 11nh hi8 
nobe R U ~  muzzle ; and then nftcr him all tho vttler hemb drinkc" 
c h .  i i  9 .  A a  Lo the right of firat drinking, I;'yndla myth pictur= 
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I n  short, T find 110 coilt~try it1 all Ihe East Illdics IXIOM 

akn~tltlnritly supl~lied wit11 all thiugs nccdful for food, 
the riches of nature iind art ; and were tlot the ns~ig.ztio,~ 90 

cfangerous, it would be [.Le fairest, most plosant, fcrtilc, allcl 
profitable in the wllole \vorl& They usually keep all aulbs- 
sador at  Goa; but when I WAS preparing to IWVC Go3 t~ 
come home, there arrived an ambassador extraordinary at 
the conrt of the viccroy, and it was snitl that IIC had wtnc to 
ask some msista11ce.l 

One of the greatest, trades in Bengal is in slavcs ; for them 
is a ccrkin land snbjcct to this king where fatkru seU their 
cliildrcn, and g$ve them to the king as tributc ; so mmt of tllc 

slaves in Indi;l an! got from henco Jlnny d the merclianty 
catrat.e theu ,  cutting thein whcn they are young, nnd not 
o~i ly  tho testicles, but also the entire I h v e  seer1 
many of this kind, who appeared  to hlivu but a little hole 
for the passage of water. This is in o d e r  to put thcru in 

charge of the women, and of the keys of the house; they 
trust thcm in all things, and nover their wives. Such is Ihc 
custom among Mahometnns, for they quit their wives very 
frequently. xowherc in India arc slaves of so little value, for 
they arc all old and knnvish villnins, both men and women. 

Thc people arc well formed iu body, the women aro pretty, 
but tllore shamclcm than e l w ~ l l e r e  in India. Tlle rrierl are 
~ u u c h  given to t ~ t t i c k i n g  in merchandise, and not to war or 
wms,--a eoft, courteous, clever people, but having t l ~ c  
repute ol h~mt cheats, thieves, and l i i ~ ~ .  'l'hcg tratle in 

.W a plik galhntry on the part of the other ~ n i n l n l u  ( p b w  aux rlrir~icr!) 
what in Idir~schoten nppex8 ,U subserrience to S u1il1e tyrant, I h v c  110 

space here to discm thc uuiwnl gorlerdly; thme who arc dinpmtd to 
entertain hia erkteuco may consult the note of Jlr. nsdger (I'ardtmu, 
IIak Soc., pp. 46-8). 

1 Tbie ~tubassy kn~Lmenfioned in thc royal despatches, and perhape 
not repotted 1)y the viccroy. 

2 ,+r fhirhnsn (Ilak. Soc., p. 180) ; C.itr.flicrrrtr (Ilak. SW., p. 258) ; 
IJ~&mau~l ( L i t f .  rkr ,l l t .  lfircri., i i ,  132). 




