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industl.iolls, better edticated, and rnorc: law-abiding 
than thc Ilurman allcl heathen Karttn villagers it1 tllcir 
neighbourhood-an opinion whicl~ \ \ r i l l  be gcnrmi1~- 
endorsed by all ~ I l o  have studied 1:urnlah. ?'he 
Xcaren race, and the British Government, oxre a great 
ciebt to thc Amcricnn rnissionarics, who have wrought 
this beneficial change m o n g  tlle lcarens of British 
Uurn~ali. 

Tllc town of IImine Long-gyce had incr~15ed from 
twenty houses, i n  1836, to two hundred at the time 
of our visit. I t  is beautifully situated in the midst of 
gardens of pomcgranate, cocoa-nut, papya, and ,uuaya 

trccs. 'T'hc surrounding fields are irrigated by Persian 
watcr-wheels, and laid out in terracu, two  crops of 
rice being ~TO'R-n in the year. The hills to thtt east 

of the valley abound in tiger, elephant, elk, deer, wild 
cattle, and wild pig. The rhitloccros is found in the 
lower and grassy parts of tllc juiiglc, while monkeys 
xtlcl pheasants, as \+tell ,?s jungle forill, are plentif~~l. 
, . 
l l ~ e  hil2s arc covered with eng, saul, and small teak 
timber that has not been considered by thc Burmese 
foresters warthy of extraction. The higher portions 
of the range and its spurs are covered wit11 sl>lenclicl 
y ine-forests. 

The river riscs at Htrlinc Long-gyee thirty to 
forty feet during thc rains, and many portions of the 
loiver land in the neighbourhood of the town are at 
times inundated. Severn1 villages dot the and 
the whole country, excepting the rice-fields and 

garden land, is an enormous breeding-ground for 
cattle. As many as eight thousand a year used to be 
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driven by the b ~ ~ t e r s .  Often in Burrnall a hunt is 
carried on by torchlight, the inquisitive deer coming 
so close to the torches as to be easily cut dow11 \\fith 
their dhas by the hunters. A t  other ti~nes they arc 
hunted do\w by dogs, which are seemingly a cross 
between a stag-hound and a pariah dog. These dogs 
are of grcnt value, as much as A10 k i n g  some- 
times given for them, and they are now very scarce. 
Elephants and rhinoceroses arc tlurnerous in the 
wilder parts of the courltry, and thc ~~ntivcs  arc very 
bold in their attacks upon them. Slouhot, whcn pass- 
ing along the hills that separate the Xlikong from the 
hlknam, was invited to be present at a rhinoceros hunt, 
and thus describes it : " Our party consisted of eight, 
includirig myself. I and my selvants were armed 

with grins, and at  the end of mine was a sharp 
bayonet. The Laotians (Laos Shans) had ba~nboos 
with iron blades something bet\reen n bayonet and a 
poiynard. The  weapon of the chief was the  horn of 
a S\\-ord-fish, long, sharp, strong, and supple, and not 
likely to break. 

ccTllt~s armed, we set off into the thickest part of the 
forest, with all the windings of \\;hicl1 our lcacler was 
lI-ell and could tell with tolcrablc ctrtaint) 
where we should find our expected prey. After 
pcnetri~ting nearly two ~nilcs illto rlic forest, we 
suddenly heard the crackling of l~ranclics and rustling 
of dry leaves. T h e  chief ulcnt otl in advance, 

signing to us to keep a little \\.ay behind, but to h a w  
our arnls in readiness. Soon our leader uttered a 
sllrill cry, as a token that the animal was near ; he 
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then commenced striking against each other t~sro barn- 
boo canes, and thc rnen set up wild yells to provoke 
thc animal to quit his retreat. 

" A  few minutes only elapsed bcfore 11c rushed to- 

wards us, fi~rious at  having been disturbed. Fie was 
a rhinoceros of the largest size, and opened a most 
enorllious mouth. IYithout any six11 of fear, but, an 
thc contrary, of great exultation, as though sure of his 
prey, the intrepid hunter advanced, lance in hand, and 
then stood still, rvaiting for the crcaturc's assault. I 
must say I rrcmblcd for hirn, and loaded my &run with 
two l~alls ; but when thc rhinoccros came within reach, 
and opened his imlncnse jams to seize his enemy, the 
hunter thrust the lance into him to a d+th of some 
feet, and calmIy retired to 11-here we urcrc posted. 

'l The animal uttered fearful cries, ancl rolled over 
un his back in dreadful convulsions, while all the men 
silouted with deligllt. In a few rnit~utes more we 
drew ncarcr to hi111 ; hc \vas v o l ~ ~ i ~ i n g  pools of blood, 
I sllook thc chiers ]land in tcstin~ol~y of my satisfac- 
tion at his courage and skill. kIc told me that to 
nlysclf was reserved the honour of finishing thc 
animal, which I did by piercing his throat with my 
bayonct, and he almost immediately yielded up his 
last sigh." 

It may seem strdnge to those \\-h0 have not been in 
Burmah or the Shan country that buffaloes are more 
hostile to Europcans than any  other animal ; such is, 
nevertl~clcss, the case. Thcy arc fine, large at~imals, 
of an cxcccdingly s~lspicious disposition, gentlc and 
obedient to those they know, but trioleilt and danger- 
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Ages. The Slwl doctor spread o~ l t  all llis medicirles 
rinder a trce, and began prescribing for all the follow- 
ing. He had in his store of medicine the thigh-bone 
of a clog, the jaw of a monkey, the v e r t e b r ~  of ;L 

fish, part of the grinder of an elephant, the forc-loath 
of a rhinoceros, some Lone of a turtle, and two of 
three pieces of broken china. The rest of his col- 
Icctiori col~sisted of little hits of sticks, and roots of ,211 
colours, to the number of two hundred and eighty- 
one, the names and virtues of all which he professed 
to kno\\-, with the minute accuracy of the charlatan. 
Not thc least curious part of the collectiol~ was Iris 
r~zortar, or substitute for one. I t  was a turned \\roodcn 
bowl tcn inches in diameter, with a handle to it, and 
inside, opposite the handle, a piece of coarse flinty 
sandstoi~c, fised with lac, about four inches square 
and doping to~sarils the bottorn of the bowl ; on this 
the various articles were ground do\vn, in sonlctirncs a 
quart of water, if the patient was very ill. 

According to what was told us, tllc pcople sccn~ to 
be free from heredit;~ry dismses ; small-pos somctirnes 
I-ages amongst thcrn, and thcy have no system of 
vaccination or cvcn of inoculation. About one-third 
of the children are said to die before their fifth year ; 
the grcatcst number of deaths arnongst all classes and 
ayes arises from bowel complaints and low-fever. 

Thc houses, though seemingly clean, arc ncvcr scoured 
out ; and as the floors generally consist oC split banr- 
boos, \rfith sometirlles matting spread about, the dirt 
gets into the interstices and remains there, often 
breeding disease amongst the people, until sollle h)., 




