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1ys of meeting of the third annual conference of
mic Society of Scotland, at Dunkeld, have 5%
:0 October 17, 18, and 19.

- Sctenéype and Literary Review for Scptewber, xsi
sotice o the Spined Soldies-bug as a newly-dis, 4
the Coiorado beetle. In the ““ Fourth Annual Reg,>

‘oxious. Bencficial, and other Insecss of the Stage <
1872}, Mr. Riley speaks of this iasect as "m,;

#n foc its efficiency in thinning out the ranks of g

=t Mr Riley ziso figures two other Hemiptery o
¢ Scutclleride a3 enemies to this beetle—the Ring-bangey

»sg and the Dotted.legged Plant-bug (Zuschistus pugy,

s

. 3
from Naples has beea received announcing an increag

7 Mount Vesuvius, The glow of fire in the cratergy
o that it cza be distinctly seen from Naples at nighe,

- mumber for August 9 we briefly noticed the ascpy
Moas. Wieasr of the mountain Illimani, one of te
.f not the highest—of the Bolivian Andes, which formg
abject from the city of La Paz, and was form
on the authority of Mr. Pentland) to have an ltitndy
i3 than 24,200 feet. M. Wiener, however, makes iy
'y 20,112 feet, while Mr. Minchin, 1s we have alr
, places its alutude at 21,224 feet. If the latter e,
orrect, Mons, Wiener has, we belicve,cnot only made
it asceat which has been made n the Andes, but by
- greater altitude han has hithetto been reached om (e
- of Asia, and :a Asia das only been beaten by Mz
«Do some years 3go got i 3 height of 22,300 ‘eetiy
5 Asgdle reconled ascents to the height of 21,0m
e :w, we shall be glad to hesr further pan
sspecti, fons. Wiener's exploit, 2nd more especially
1e experienced much exbausiion through the rarefaction
r.  Practised mountaineers who have climbed tog
17,000 to 18,000 feet have been of opicion that eves
ltitudes there is a very important and perceptible dimf
T the bodily powers, and think it probable that the
23,000 or 26,000 ‘eet will be found :0 be about the
ca will ever be reached on foot. As 3 set-off 1o bl
‘e'may mention the facts that hunters in the Himalapss
¢+ pursze their game at heights excieding 20,000 fert
:xperiencing any notable incoavenienc: fiom the low
ic pressure, and that natives living on the base of
d. aear Teheran, ofien ascend to itz summit to gather
rom its crater without any great difficulty. The height
suntain, there i3 reason to believe, 1lso exceeds :o,cu‘)'
ough it has never been accurately determined. IC
severe work can be done with impunity at suchd%_
't seems not unreasonabls to suppose that much greater -
night be attained by men who had previously accaty
=mseives to life at high altitudes, A-ronauts, anybowy
-ed that life can exist at 30,000 feet above the levelall
ad that at 23,000 feer, aad upwards, one may pouuvdr
rtaple if sufficientiy warmly clad.  That such is the cs
ntly remarkable, for **travellers in the air"” have W
comparably more rapid variations of pressure and ltf:
“han mountain-climbers.  Me. Glaisher, on his memon
:at on September 3, (862, left the earch ac ¢ p.., s
:n am Aour shot up to a height of ;0,000 feet. !
he tem| ure of the air was $9°, and at its gre
t was one degrees lower ! Mountaineers
sech exwcmme vanauons as these. They rarely o]
idly than 1,000 feet per hour, never so much as 15,009

=4 twenty-one racn g drame lasies, three rhinnce

417, and become to some extent acclimatised 2s
:pwards.  On the whole we are inclined 1o think
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man will zot rest untd he has at least stizmpted to reach the
loftiest Tummis on the earth, though we will venture ‘0 arset
.t it will be ‘ong beore znyone crushes cown the snow on ‘he
.ummit of Moun: Everest.

$:vIE we last nrn=d he progress of the grea: Government
Map of Iwrrrarana ieveral fir-her instaiments of 2 have be=n
ssued. 1o ali 108 snee’s have been published vut of the fi0
which will cocmpose “2e map.  Amongs: the more recent v
uplisted sheets the ‘ollowing will esp=2ially be found useful oy
English travellzes n Swtzerland : — L2 Chaux de Fonds, Thun,
Engelberg, Wasizn [embracing the Tiutkis distniet), Guttanen
(with the basin of the Gauli glacier), and St. Maunez (gwmg'
the eountry round Pontresing).  The whole of the sheets a5 yet
oublished are most aimirably drawn, and retlect the highe-t
: ose who lave besn concernzd in their production ;
and the szlenty with which they are 1ssued makes us de-ve that )
. ttle more ife couid be infused into our own topographic:al
fepirtments.

PETERMANN'S Mithedn en for October will contain 2 long
piper, embodying the results of sonsiderible research, on the
German and Laun Elements among the Pupulation of the South |
Tyrol and Vinena. A new map f 1 iarge portan of Costa)
Rica will shuw the resulis of the survays of Gabn, Colns, and
Martinez. A lettor from Dr. Schovetntunih describes his journay
through the Araban Desert of Egypt, feom I1-luan to K=neh,
berwe:n March 23 and May 3 of thrs yexo e has ottined,
bes:des imporiant to, ravhical dita, mued valuable intormatin
25 t0 the zrological ant botanual ondivoss of the regn.

r THERE i5 00 viiw 17 presen: 1t the Alexandra Paacs i
(ateresiing Collect: . of fourean Nadiins wih 1 numoer of

aprmals, dompraing ax ostricies, six guafes, five elephans
ses, tvo hunting

dogs, two Abys:n.an spotted donkays, four butfsloes, two rhu. |
monkeys, &c.  Some sperinens of Cymeephufus eladc, whyh
are sad to live irom 7.0c0 feet to 11,000 feet high in the
Abyssioian hills are exvected to follow. The Evropran sho

srganised znd accompaaied the caravan for Messrs. Rice and

Hagenbeck, says thaz the men from the different tribes speak

iffzrent jatois, 0 that he very often carnot understand them,

and they cannot iniersiand one another. The aiferent distrets

in which the vartaus anim:ls were captured does not, therefore,

seem to be krnown to 'ne present ownzrs. As to the men, they

hav= been interrogated as to their 1g2s and the :nbes to which |
they belong, There are four Hudendoes aged fiftesn, twenty-
thrae, tweaty-three, and twenty-five. The characteristic manne?
of dressing the hiee i3 well scen in the theee men, but the lad
does no: se=m to have adopted yet the artificial arrange-
meat., They are all tall, ine men.  There are two Hullengas
ftom Cassala, aged twenty-iwo and wenty-four. The general
style of irimming ‘he hair 1s much the same as of the Hadcndoes,
bu- the “‘iring~ ' :s much loogzr and siands awsy from the
head more. Thers ars tiree of the Beni-Amer t:ibe, one of
whom, aged twenty-four, having fallen &l in Paris, bad his aair
cut off ; the "'old man,” aged thirty-two, wears 3 ci0se white
cap, and he alone of the pury can read and write : while the
thied rstains his Zawr nits ongial state. Of the remaining six
men of the ‘ourteen each represents a different trbe, and they
all differ in appezrance and style of hair arrangement from those
tribes aiready mentioned. There is a Djralein, aged twenty-
six; a Homran, aged aineteeq, who has the three :hinoceroses
under his special care, and which follow him and lick his
hand like per lambs . 3 man, aged 'weniy-szven, from Amara,
aear Suakim : and 32 Takroun, twenty-tive, who has twice been
to Meucea, the only one of the party who has; and the Bara
‘*‘boy,” who ciaims to be tweaty-one. e has the negro barr
and ips, and a very :ontented loox.  All the men reem happy,

1nd sing, laugh, smoke, and go through :he mimic war, dromedary
racing, 2nd the:r representaion of crossing the desert with great
delight
INale
Jives som

0 vesrerday's Timer Me. Heary Jeuia, of Liova's,
g daa s show -hot thess is prohably some
tun-poss and cthe o - of wrecks nosted
LssBok Hs ar= for two comp.ete
wcles of aleven years, 13535-1375. and zhe resul's Mr. Jesia has
wiarked -ut slong with Dr. Hunter.  Dividicg the eleven - ears
as neariy 13 '1¢ number will allow. inta three parts, and raking
che perzzn‘aves of losses posted, Mr. Teala Ands 1 coincident
minimum penad of four years at the extremisies of the cvele, a
maximum ~zriod of :hree vews in the zantre of the .yele, and
an intermediate period f the fou- verrs lving between th: maxi-
mum and mummum penods.  Mr Jeula exoresses the hope that
the great cractical -moartance of the theory of the connect'on
betwe:a suzspots and weather w11l 1z1d 0 2 7ull and exhausave
examinarion of all the =v:dence bearn; upon it

ey of Grear Brian
ay «vennyg, Q.tober

THE exnibition of the Phatogriohiz 30
will ne opened by 2 wrerrriions oo Tue
3, 2t 5. Pa3 Mall, Ewse

IN 2 paper oresented recuntly tn the phiiosnphical ficuity at
Hzidelbzrg Uueversize, Herr Ra Busrasten has puilished

his nvestizziions on tuz i f Jight upon the cl=ctrie resiat-
ance of m Mo Willwughhy Swmith had found tha: he
whects nee uf -z =, ant a3 maeh smoallee o degres that
aof -2bariam sts0, - o5 aminr e cfuzaes of Dgho e

diseovery that this pro-
03t proba v
rding v ferr

Bo:rns:2ia Das now mad= “heintores
oerty 3i30 dDzlung, "0 DU AumL @O L, nd
0 ul m=tais dw it The . curent.
Baernsizin, diminine, che e Az power, A wel
as the zzasitiveness awaris Lght

K nduc-o:, but ater
cossangn ©f the carrear, Dwin gtadualv retarn o thoir tymer
'w'i[‘JC‘:.

ROCK cristal seems ro be rrowing mor= and more ‘a fav.oue
amnngst technical m=n on aceount i the: staolvy of 17 physical
properties. At the \ugust mecting of the Bonn 5 .-ty of
Naturalisis it was reporied that the directors of the Imp-nal
Miut of Germany haive recenty ordered of Haorr Stern, 20
Obers:zia, szveral absolutely correct normal w-izhts made of roc
crysial, which ire to br used for the contrul of old coini. These
waigts Bave th: great advantage that it is unnecessary :n
aetermine :ia- specific gravity of evary weight, and in the case of
measures 0 nnd the hermul co-efcent of expaasion of =very
measure, 35 both ars as nrar :ons-ant as possi de.  Thev have
been fouad the same tn all the spesmens of rock crystal yet
sximined, viz., spee:nic grasity at 0" €. = 20500 (reduced to

“wauzr at 47 C); coefficient of expiasion for 17 €., paralel to

the axis, 000000730 inch, ic., seventy-ive tea-mullionths of
an inch.

AT :hz sams meetirg Prof. vom Rath read 2 report from Dr.
Th. Woii, the sta'c geologist 9 the Soutk Amencan repubic
of Ezuador, -n the pro/ance of Esmeradas (the norinernmost
province of the -epublic,, and on ‘he rain of ashes which,
coming Tom th: norti.east, re. “rom the velaanic intenor,
f:1 aloog the whoic .ittirale of Guayaquil between June 6
and jume j0. Dr. Wolf, afier giving 2 geneml geological
description of Esmeraldas (in the auciferous sands ot which
he discovered platinum), adds the following general remarks : —
Of all provinces of E.uador Esmeraldas is the most umform tn
its relief and geological structure. It reaches from the coast of
the Pacidc to the foot of the Andes. A great part of the pro.
vince is quite flat, particulariy 1o the north; another par: is
:raversed by low mountains, the highest points of which scarcely
reach 300 or 600 meters ; the average beight of the hills, haw-
ever, i3 oaly §0-70 meters. The province is a magnificent

yol-1b





