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Dx WiLLIas STIRLING has been appointed to the chair of [ public speakers, like Mz, Bright, will know better what scieney

phymology in the University of Aberdeer

THE American Fournci of Pure and Azgaai Mathemanes \be
New Yotk Aution siates, will appear guarterly, beginning with
January, 1878. The form will be guarto, and 284 pages will
comstizule a volume. The associate-editor in charg= 15 Dr. W
E. Story, Johns liopkins University, Bakimore

A7 the Sucial Scienee Congress which has been meeting ic
ATerdeen during the pas: week, there were very fow papers of
surietly rerentific interest.  Among papers in the Educational
S:enor. wa: ene by Prof. Bain or Compeiive Examinatior. for
Public Appointments.
Seivier Commissiuners had, e 1cmarked, been guided by the
reren. @ branches of education in the college ard schoo's. but
zfier ap irquiry into the esiental rzture o the suljects, be
cr:ived at the conciusion that the rc enzes ané not the langu-ges
were the proper sutyjects for compenticr.  Other languapes than
our own were only of secondary utility. He cxpressed surprice
2. ou: inlense conservatism ir the maztter of language:
were accordirg to him three grear regions of study that should
be fnuly represented by every successiz] candidate—Ah:si, the
sciences as 2 whole ; secondly, Englisk composition ; and thirdly,
insutuiions and hisory, with pe:haps literature.  These be
wonid fix as - minimum. Sir Alexander Grant, prinapa. of
the Edinburgh University, read 2 paper cr. the Best Means of
Securing a High Standa:d of Education. He considercé =
revision of the code, in order to remove the inequality in which
claseics and muthematics stoud 1= roiztion to science ia the
 speafic subjects” ard 2 reconstruc.on of the normal schoo!
systemn to be mrcessary.  Dir. Brown, of HHaddington, read =
=per in which Le advecated the estzblishment of schodd: of
furesirvy ir Grear Broaim, in view ¢f the that candidates
for a"msaion to the departmen: of s Indian Civil Se-v
wiich had to deal with this matter. had 1o pass ap examinaicn
which they at present couid only qualify themselves for by poing
16 Franee or Germany for the irstruction.  Someihing of this
kinc wa: bring auempted in connecuon with the botanic gardens
«f the Ecinburgh Urniversity, wbeie ground had now been
acauired for an arbretum,

-

Sox: of our readers may Jike 1o know that, as might hzve
been capected, the three shinoceroses row exhibued in the
Aizxandr: Park: are specimens of the African Black Rhinocerus
(L Zmaveror drcormy), This spoeies 15 extremely uncommon 1z
menageries, and we have heare of no othe: in this country except
th: finc adeht male 1ow hivis g in the Zoological Society's Gardens
iz Regert’s Path. Thc thres speaimens abore referred to are ail
ngQ a1l berg about eighteen mozit- olg, and the other =
e nul more than o year old.
tosener b is nich smaller than thar cpon the nose. whils:
;= the vours male s exitence 1+ onh indicated ty - shgnt
osity. The .atc cevilopmern: of the podterior borr is o
ticaiar interes:, as it shows that the growth of this derm::
a:pencage is 2 sccondary phenomenon, which makes 1t no:
serprioing thar there may be causes which result is it antaimng a
greater sze thar usia it does in th -called distinc: species,
2. gewoc. tn which thr oniv charastenisng feature s rp=
postezior horn.

17 15 perbaps a fortunate thing tha: cur grea: politcians, like
wtne Chancellor of the Exchequer ané M:  Jomn Bngh:. ase
beginning 1o conczrr themselves 1r treir public addresses with
smence as well as art. Wilh reference to M: Bright's recen:
adaress, ax th: Zrwe remaths, ©f b bearers complan
they have not beer told much zbou: either science or [z
Wz ean only say that we agiee war :hem. and that we deplors
our commor loss.  In thr comirg time :t 15 to be hoped t

In their ckoice of subjects the Civil |

seally 15 than they sees to do now.

17 s stated that th: ltalian Governinent has authorized (wo
officers of the Royal Navy 1o take part in the Polar expedition
which the Swedish Gevernment is fitting out.

THE Gowlows states thzt M. Duruo!, the balloonist, has beer
engage¢ by the Russiaz Government 1o organise an asronauticaj
service for the Danube army

Tue last field meeting of the Woolhope Naturalists' Fuelg
Club for the year will be heid 2: Hereford, for = foray 2mong
the funguses, on Thursday, October & M Maxime Corne, of
Panis, is expected 1o be present.  Ar exhibition of funguies
upples, and pears will be held 11 the muscum voom at the Fiee
Lib:ary. The fungus foray will be made or the Whitheld
Launs, by the kind permusion of the Rev. Arche: Clive.

* Carmages will leave th- Free Library st 10 A, t0 retun there

There -

by 3.30. A meeting of the members will be held on the retum,
i the Woolhope Riom, for the election of officers for the ersuing
vear. and for the transaction of the ordinary business of the club.
ter dinner. or in the course of the evening. the ‘ollowing ~mong
other papers will be given —A Report on the Progress of
Mycology during the Year, by Dr. Bull ; a Report on the Pro
gress of ** The Herefordshite Pomona,” by the Kev. C. H.
Bulmer: “ Oa a Fousil Fungue (Pyramem) with Zoospores ix
s::u, belosging 1o the Palrozsic Epoch,” by Worthington G
Smuth, F.L 5. ; and if time permit, a paper ' On the Mosses of
Herefordsnire,” by the Rev. Augustin Ley.

AT 2 meeting of the Linnear Society of New South "Waiss,
on Marea 2o, 1877, Mr E P Ramsay read a ** Nuic 0! 3

!Sp:cxes of Echidna (Tacdygiosius) from Port Moresby, New

Guinez,” in which he descnibed @ finc and apparently fuil-grows
male Echidnz from that locality. appiving 10t the ¢pecific nam:
. aan afier 1ts ducoverer, M:. Lawes, who bad given the speci-
mer. to the Museum 3t Syduey.  Mr. Ramsay's desenpiion has

, beer publ:shed in the Procecdings of the above-named Socicty,

It the larper specimens ihe |

anc 1s accompated by a plate rep:csenting the head and fute
part o 1b- animal and one ¢f the hind fee:, of the natural size
Unforiunzicly no disgnosi: ic given whereby the ¢ ffersnces
b:tween this New Guinezn form and the two Jong-known species
of Austrziia and Tasmania are made plan ; but as that gentle
man 1s do.biless familiar with both of them, we mav take has
word jor 1 that Jecarrossu: icwes s a2 poud and dising
specizs.  11: disunctaess from th: other New Gu.near form.
bruipni, is manifest.

1< bas been proposed by a correspondent of the A Jurd
Tridune to give the name. of Romulas and Remus o th: 190
s::ellites of Mars.

WE understand that the Council of the Working Men's
Collere, Great Ormond Strevt, have arranged for the ensuiid
sessnr a series of Jectures 1m connection with tne Science and
Art Depar mont vpor Human Poysiology. The lec.ures “i:f
be delivered on Friday evenings by Mr. Thomas Dunman, 3¢
will commruce on Oztober §.

AT the meeung of the Birmingbam Natural History Societ!
or. the 18tn irst Mr. W. R, Hugbes, F.L.S | gave some ageott!
of toe recent dredging excursion of the Society to Arrab. He

* describeé bow the idex of such an excursion touk shage, and

gave an interesung accounmt of thr numercus finds of the partys
maniy 1n Lamlash Bay. where, of course, i1 was po: 10 X
expected that anything new was t0 be found.  Stil.. manr of 1B
forms obrained were of great interes:, and th= members Pff“"‘:
gained much sohd instruetion by being able to examine spe
mens fzesh from their natrve habirat.  Other so:icuer would 8¢
weil te imitate this enterprising Birm ngham ass0ciation snd

u migh: not be a bad ide: for severa. societtss to club togetder

a N -

M and carry ont a similar ¢xcursion or 2 more extended
Manhall described the echinoderms, moliases, an
crustaceans taken

FROF. PALMIER! bas noted for the present
anomulies of temperature.  The degree of heat obse
Vesvvius Observa‘ory is unprece. entcd, having reac
and the mercury has fallen as jow as — - € This
rature £as never licen reached once belore. even in
February, in the twenty-five vears during wich the
has been estallished,

THEe Empero: of Brazii has formeé = commussior. ¢
the determinztion of geographica. positions v the
the fir:t work of this commission 15 just pubiished.
ap ac.count of the determination of the jorgitude anc
Barra dr Piraby. Geodesic operations are co
Jocaliies situzted on the proiongation of the Sanios
also on th= parallel (10° in length) dxtined 1o juin
great meridian of the empire, whick will be meas
commission.

Die arur of Sepizmber 17 cosiaing un interestir
of some of the myth. and siories which constitue the
the Austrzlian aborigines.

1% the Anthropolozicz! Se¢ion of the Hawre me
French Association M. Gustave Lagneac exhibie:
graphic map of France, on wn.cs he has at empied
in accordance with histoneal and ethnosraphical
divisioz, justaposition, seperpiition and m xture of
ethnical elzments which have ¢ nirbotd 10 toe form
presert population of the country,

OF the many natural history societies in th= Unite’
one, so fzr 25 1s known, is compo:zec almost entrey
the proceecin, - of whnich arc p:biiszed in the Germu
This is the Naturhisturssches Vereir, of Milwauker,
of which the aunua) repor: for 1 77 has just bee
This society i organiied in five sections—zoolo
mineralegy, grolugy. end ethnul -ov—holds reguiar m
bas quite 3 jarge active membe: 1P

A GENERAL nventory has be=n takes by the Fro
of all the public ).braries o' Fraoce. Mor: ther
bave been 10.1d to possess cich @ Lbnary mum
10,00¢C 10 20,000 +ol:mes,

A SWEDISH paper just received publishes an inter,
under :he beading, ** Why s the Chmate of Eur.
Coid The articl= states tha: ir the Bzy o
vear Komaz, in Greenland, foss | and very character
of palm a:d other tyees have been duscovered iatey.
10 show that in these parts formerly = rich vegetatu.
existed.  But the ice peried of Ceologists amived. 2
sequen:e of the decrezsing tex perainte, o &
covered with ige and snow.  Tais siaking in ibe

which moved 1 a routhesly ditection, as car. be pro
logical cuis, -z, the discovery o ossil plants of cx:
sesmns to be gong on in ou- dsyr alse  Dunns
years the :ce nas increased f2- ‘o~ards the soutn . !
Greeniznd and the Arcuc Sea coiossal masses o i
muiated. On Europezn coasts nzvigalors now in
icz an iatitude: where 1l never exgsted belore during
mon:b:. ané the coid reigning :1pez the Scandiper:
ths summer results from the masses of ice woich ar
the region where the Gulf Stream bends towards

Thi: 15 a repetitior, of the ob-crvations made 10 tne

of 1865 Tnc uvnaceuslom:a v.aimity of these m

has :engered the chimate ot lewang so cole o
longe: ripens there, wnd the Jceianders, in fear






