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About this time it was decided that the hfarusiadona Range had little agricultural potential, 
and \vas of no value for the purpose of African resettlement. The Ilepartment \\as invited to survey 
the area as a potential game sanctuar). and later it \\as agreed that it should be developed as a game 
reserve. For these reasons all hunting in the area \vas suspcnded, aficr which latt enforcement patrols 
\\ere introduced. 

F~nal  closure of the Dam ball \\as made on the 2nd December. 1958, and terminated the period 
of waiting for staff uho  had been siationed there to make observations and take such measures as 
they thought necessary to save animals which were endangered by the rising uaters. 

For months prior to this much speculation had taken place. but as there \\as no precedent on 
which to  work. neither the pattern of flooding nor the reactions of the animals could be anticipated. 
Maps had been prepared in considerable detail which gave an indication of the areas to be flooded 
first, but it soon became apparent that these \vould have severe limitations. Boats and equipment 
Lvere untried. techniques had still t o  be developed - the whole prospect was rather awful. 

During the first two lveeks after " plugging" water banked up the river beds and there was 
little spill-over. It was eerie, indeed, to witness rivers f l o ~ i n g  in a direction oppositc to their normal 
course. creating an atmosphere of tenseness and excitement. Staff, accompanied by rcpresematives 
of the Museum. the Department of National Parks, and a Colonial Office Scholar patrolled thc 
rivers, kecping a close \ca~ch on decelopments. Soon islands began to form. and clumps of trees 
becarne isolated. The Sanyaii Island, although rather too large for the purpose. was used for ~nitial 
experiments. It was here that the first vervet monkey \$as seen to  swim and that baboons gave 
indications that they previously had become accusto~ned to flood conditions. One troop, found LIP 
partly submerged trees. \\ere quite unconcerned. After considcrablc trouble they were persuaded to 
swim for the mainland about one hundred yards distant, but bq the next morning they had returned 
to the same trees of their own accord, presumably in the expectation that the " early " flood would 
soon subside. 

The animals first to become cut off from the mainland \\ere of the species \\ hich normally inhabit 
riverine forest. Bushbuck, baboons, monkeys, genets, dassies (hyraxes). lizards, snakes and rodents 
were in evidence. and staff engaged themselves i n  developing tcchniques for their capture, care and 
release on safe ground. 

By the end of December a number of bushbuck. grysbok, duiker. baboons, monkeys, dassies 
(hyraxes), monitor lizards :~nd genet cats had becn captured and raken to safety while others had 
been driven from islands onto the mainland. 

Live snakes \\ere ;aken for the Salisbury Snake Park and others collected as specimens. Somc 
baboons and monkeys were shot. 

The experience gained by staff in the initial operations tvill be invaluable during 1959, and \vill 
greatly assist in the formulation of a plan of campaign. Some ideas have bccn obtained in regard 
to equipment suitable for rescue ivork and items will be purchased as required. 

Considerable importance is attached 10 the proper recording of observations. Valuable infor- 
marion on anirnal behaviour and attributes is obtainable from the unnati~ral conditions created by 
this man-made flood, all of \\l~ich \till be of great interest to research workers in many different 
fields of study. It is hoped that the Fulbright Large Mammal Research Unit and the Univeristy 
College of Rhodesia and Nyasaland \+ill be able to participate in this uork. 

3. BREACHES OF  T H E  GAME LAWS 

The war against poachers continues and, no doubt, ~vill go on for a Ions time to come. It will 
be 11 proud day indced for the Department whcn it can claim that poaching has been bro~~ght  ~ ~ n d e r  
control, but this is still a long way off. The country is so vast, and now that one time inaccessible 
areas can be reached by modern four-wheel drive vehicles. it is quite bcyond thc capacity of staff 
effectively to patrol all areas. 



S E C T I O N  

1. GENERAL 

I-lunting rights on Cro\kn land situated i n  the Hartley. Chipinga. Darwin and Rulalimc-Mang\\c 
Native Districts liere leased to the Southern Rhodesia National Hunters' and Gamc Preservat~on 
Association. No other Cro~vn land areas were madc available for hunting, and sportsmen generally 
had to confine thcir activities to private land. 

It is hoped that some other areas of Crown land in the Colony will be made akailable for 
hunting purposes in the not too distant future, to cater for both the local rcsideni and overseas visitor. 
Tentative su_ggestions have been made for an area in  the U'ankie Native District to be sct aside as 
a controlled hunting area for overscas visitors, but no final dccisions have been reached. 

The Prohibition placed on the export of game products from animals shot under licence was 
reinforced by the promulgation of the Control of Goods (Import and Export) (Commerce) Order. 
1958. published under Fedcral Government Notice No. 309 of 195s. Under this Order control is 
imposed over both the irnpon and export of wild animals, wild animal trophies and wild animal 
products. and i n  so far as irnports are concerned, over live fish irlcluding the eggs and spa\vn thereof. 

Fairly good rains were experienced in the southern lowveld during the 1957-58 season, relieving 
thc droughr conditions which pre\ailed in 1957, and animals in the hlkwasini River area fared well. 
11 is evident, ho\vever, that a number of problems arising in the south-east lowveld will require 
attention. This matter is conlrnented upon further i n  Section Ill. 

The experiments on the domestication of eland are proceeding. Mr. J. Posselt's hcrd is pro- 
gressing satisfactorily and by the end of the year he had acquired 25 head, made up of 17 females, 
five malcs and 3 oxen. In all. four calves have now been born to  cows held in captivity. and have 
progressed remarkably well, shoning better growth when compared to captured animals of about 
the same age. 

Due to dificult conclilions in thc southern lowveld Mr. R. Sparrow was unable to  add to his 
herd. which, fol lo~ing the death of the heifer calf captured in 1957. is now reduced KO seven bulls. 

A study of the ecology of eland is included in thc work plans of the Fulbright Large Mammal 
Research Unit. 

2. KARIBA DAM 

Ever since the early slages of construction the Department has been closely associated with the 
building of the Kariba Dam. Initially the aclivities of the Department included la\v enforcement, 
control of animals interfering uith ground insecticide spraying as an anti-tsetse measure, and the 
supply of meat for labourers. 

In 1955 corlsideratiorl was given to the possible cffect of the flooding of thc Dam on the wild 
animal populations. It was thought that if hunting was permitted in that part of the Zambezi Valley 
ivhich \%ould ultimately become inundated that the cffect \iould be t o  push rhe larger animals back 
to the escarpment foothills. To  this end the " Hunting of Game in  he Sebungwe Controlled Shooting 
Area, Regulalions " were promulgated and hunting, under permit, commenced in August, 1955. 
From observations made. however. it soon became apparent that big game animals had to rely on 
the riverine vegetation for their dry season food requirements, and that little short of a major 
hunting campaign I\ ould be likely to succeed. 



PERR.1 ITS ISSUED. 193, 

h"umber I\ ~i~nber  1 l .eiglr/. Ir71porritry COLIIIII.! .  
lsszted ?f T1rsX.s 113. 

2 18 403 Lnited Kingdorn 
9 - 

i 2 ,  1.448 IJnited States of America 
-, 5 1 1.156 Zanzibar 
1 1 60 Union of South Africa 

,Vzmlbrr A'r:n!hc.r l1 'erghr, lii~portirig Cotuzfr!. 
Isszied o f  Hortrs lb. 

2 l S 76 Singapore 
1 1 - United Statcs or America 

( i i i )  7rophies, Hortu, etc. 

h'~m7ber Iss~rerl Deruils Irr~porring Countries 
. . . .  147 92 Leopard skins United Kingdom. Sweden. 

. . . . .  13Lionskins SouthAfrica,Japan 
. . . .  55 Elephant feet United States of America 

. . .  306 lb. Elephant fat Belgium. Canada 
. . . .  16 Elephant ears Denmark, France 
. . . .  4 Elephant trunks Italy, Australia 

. . .  800 lb. Hippo strips Finland, Germany 
. . . . . .  20 Karosses New Zealand 

. . .  29 Springbok skins Switzerland. Holland 
. . . .  14 lmpala skins China and Czechoslovakia 

?:?S2 Zcbra skins . . . .  
1.000 lb. Zebra fat 
5,535 Crocodile skins 
250 \i'ildebreste tails 

Aate.v.- (i) Exporr value of wild animal products is on tilt increase. 
(ii) hlisccllaneous assortment of horns, hides and skins has been excluded from list. Springbok and 

iro:odile skins wert exporred follouin~ import from adJoining rerrirorles. 

iVlwlber I.~.sl~etl To ~drorrr lssrrc-ii n'umber ar~tl S p ~ c i ~ s  
. . . . . . . . .  1 R .  L. Sparrow 20 Eland 

1 Provincial Native Commissioner. h9iatabelcland 20 Eland 
. . . . . . . . . .  1 H .  Lourenz Leopard Cubs 

. . . . . . . . . . .  1 C. i n  3 pairs ii'hitebacked 
P duck. 
4 
P - 



APPESDIX 6 "B" 

AN.4LYSIS OF ANIMALS DESTROYED IN TSETSE-FLY CONTROL AREAS UP TO 1958 

Spccics Total up to 1955 ~ 
.l l 

Elephanr . . . . .  ~ . . . .  
345 

Rhinoceros 370 i 
Buffalo . . . . .  5. 757 
Hippopotamus . . .  
Giraffe 

l 
3 . . . . .  

Zebra . . . . . .  8.551 
Eland . . . . . .  9.795 

. . . .  Koodoo . 1 79.438 
Roan . . . . . .  5. 132 
Sable . . . . . .  35. 261 
Waterbuck . . . .  13. 500 
Hartebeest . .  1.101 
Wildebeeste . . . .  52 

. . . . .  Tsesscbc 2.541 
Gcrnsbok . . . . .  ~ 1 '  
lmpala 32.910 . . . . .  
Reedbuck . . . .  17. 830 
Bushbuck . . .  34. 141 
Duikcr . : 164. 407 
Sharpe's Steinbi ck . . 32.596 
Klipspringer . . .  . l 

13. 948 
Oribi . . . . . .  2. 962 
Livingstone Suni . . 146 , 
Warthog . . . . .  61.821 
Baboon . . . . .  41. 781 
Bushpig . . . . .  16. 561 
Lion . . . . . .  124 
Leopard . . . . .  433 
Cheetah . . . . .  
Hyena 

38 ~ 
257 . . . . .  

WildDog . . .  466 
Wild Cat . . . . .  1 .  567 
Jackal . . . . . .  805 
Lynx . . . . . .  19 
Monkey . . . . .  2.272 
Antbear . . . . .  , 3 1 
Srcinbuck . . . .  4. 877 
Nyala . . . . . .  7 
Unclassilied . . .  . 615 




