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THE HILL TRIBES OF THE CENTRAL INDIAN HILLS.
By Wu. Croogg, Esq, B.A

I vENTULE to address you this evening on the subject of a race aboul which the
ordinary Englishman has as yet attained ouly an impertect knowledge. Most of
ug learn what we know of distant races when attention is called to them by war,
by some great disaster, by the travels of some Told explorer. But these jungle-
folk whom we bave to cansider to-day have hardly ever vesisted the British avms;
their eountry has been so little explored by scieutific travellers that sbout a
century ago when it fixat caiue under our rule it was a ferive incognite, peopled by
races of whom wild tales were told, like those which delishted the ancient and
medizval world—tales of canunibalism, of men wha covered themselves witlh their
ears 43 they slept, and other common-places of folk-lore. Of Central Imdia the
first veal account was that prepared by Sir Richard Temple soon after the Matiny.
Since then every corner of these Lills und jungles bas been explored hy a
suceession of English officers, and a large amount of valuable information has heen
abtained about these races, 1ueh of which lies fargotten in monldering libravies or
in musty blue-hooks.

But it ig only within our owe day that more atteution from the point of view
of ethuiology has been divected to these people. This is the vesult of that wider
intevest felt in regard to anthropological studies, which is one of the leading
characteristics of the science of auv generation, It wuas seen that we had here
within easy reach of European abservers a congeries of races the investigation of
which was likely to furnish much infarmation to tle students of the new sciance,
They had lived for couutless ages in o state of comparative {salation ; it wasg clear
that their ovigin and distrilution suggested & wost interesting series of etlutologieal
problems; and while in the recent past Brilmanism, that most active of
tisstonary faithz, Lad largely tuBuenced their Twliefs, it calne to he admitbed Ll
these wa-ealled indigenons religions had in the early past profoundly affocted
Brahmanisin. T was obvious, too, that it their social polity und ereeds deserved
enquiry, no time should be wasted.  As the newspaper and Board Seliool are
playing Liavoe with our native folk-love, so the Hindu missionary, the aseetic, like
the Jogl and Sannyisi, were gradually bringing thew within the Bribmanic fold,
and it was certain that hefore loug uueh that way interesting aud characteristic
wauld e uterly lost. It was also generally adwitted that the accounts of the
carly ohservers letl much to be desived in widsness aud precision.  The modemn
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sludent of ethnology requires much more detail in the investigation of enston,
ritual and folk-lore than his predecessars.

Hence came the plan of a systematic Ethnographical Survey of Nerthern
1ndia, which was designed o provide a detailed euquiry, lased in the main on
anthropometry, into the relations of the existing races to each other; and,
secondly, a minute exploration of their customs of irth, marriage and death rites,
soclal organisation, religion and follc-lore was proposed. This was earried oug
fivst for the great Province of Bengal by My, H. L. Risley ; it was next undertaken
and completed by myself for the North-Western Provinces, and the work is now
in progress in the Panjib and Behir.

It is mainly the general results of this survey that T venture to lay hefore yon
ag affecting the jungle trihes and Lheir kindred in the lower seftled country. For
the people accupying Bengal we have the researches of Colonel E. T. Dalton and
Mzr. Risley. In the Novth-Western Provinees I was fortunate enough to hold far
five years the post of magistrate of the immense district of Mirzapur, the last
refuge in that part of the country of many interesting tribes. Marching through
their forezts year after year, living amongst them for months at a time quite
{selated from other Enropeans, continually joining them in the search for hig game,
a Burepean who ohserves them with interest and sympathy can hardly help
gaining some nseful knowledge, Buf unhappily the Indian official has little spare
time to devote to pure ethnolocy. The cares and responsihility of a distriet
eantaining & million and a quarter of souls ever press heavily upon him. Hence
come the inevitable incompleteness and shorteomings in his ethnological warl,
which is, as it were, ouly ane chapter in the round of lis official life.

Before we can discuzs the Central Indian hillmau in any detail we must try
and form some generval idea of his envirenment. A night or so in the train
conveys the new-comer fo Indian soil from the sea border which Bombay gnards
up the slope called in vernacular parlance the Ghits or steps, the low hilis which
form the western bastion of the Central Tndian platesu. Then beginsg what is
known in variong parts of its length as the Shtpura, Haimfr or Vindhyan range,
which may be called the hackbone of the Peninsula. To the north of it lie the
allnvial valleys of the great Indian rivers—the Paujib and Sindh, the basin of the
Indns and its trihutaries, the deserts of Bfjputina, the North-Western Provinces
and Cudh, the valleys of the Ganges-Jumna river systems. In wealth, political
and strafegieal importance, in historie intevest, this is much the most important
partien of the Empire. South of the central range of hilla comes the plateau of
the Deccan ar Southern land, and thence dewn to Cape Comorin lie what are
known as the Presidencies of Bombay and Madras, the dowivions of the Nizim of
Haidardhéd and the kingdom of Mysore.

This range of hills, then, runs almost continuounsly from west to east for a
distance of same eight hundred miles. The highest peaks of the range are little
more than 4,000 feet high, not more than ouwr Beu Nevis, but nowhere are they
arranged on any well-defined systems. Here the scarp iz high and well-marked
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there it slopes gently to the plain below; parts of it are quife unculturable, miles
of rock and boulder covered in places with very scanty vegetation ; here and theare
are little fertile valleys, small pockets of verdure amidst the cliffs and jungle.
Nowlere is the jungle really heavy in the sense of our popular conception of a
tropical forast, like that, for instance, along the course of the Amazon, where the
giant trees close in at the swmumil and exclude air and light, vast masses of
tangled creepers, wastes of melarions greenery.  But none of these will you find in
ihe jungle with whaose folk T am trying to make you acquainted. Here the jungle
consists of low serublyy thickets of trees usnally armed with most insinuating
thorus ; whatever Leavy timber ever grew on this arid soil has lang age fallen
lheneath the woodman's axe or has been destroyed by canstant {orest fires.  In fact,
the soil is tao poor, the moisture too defleient except for the three months of the
annual rains, the sun’s heat teo fievee to permit the growth of any luxurious
vegetation. Hence we naturally find a natable absence of animal lite. The
popular coneeption of a real jungle is a place where you can turn out a tiger, a
lnffale or a stag at every acre, or may tread upon 2 cobra at every step. Bt here
this iz not go. A tiger in a country like this needs a range of some forty square
miles to supply hiteclf with food, and the deer and the wild pig live only where
there is a tolerably permanent supply of water. It is in fruth a dreary land, at
ane time baked like a lrick by a releutless sun, at another soaled hy almost
constant rain, at a third reeking with malaria as the heat draws the surplus
moisture from the soil.  Agrienlture, again, is vestricted by the small avnilable
area. The thin eoating of loam en the hill sides will not admit of constant
cultivation ; so anothev plan is invented-—a patch of jungle is cut down, the stumps
remain in the ground, but the leaves aud branches are collested and lnunt.  The
ashes are roughly scattered over the surface, which is bwoken up by the national
taol, the digging stick. This is merely a branch of 2 tree with the end armed with
a spike, a distinctively savage implement from which by a regular sevies of
evolution sprang our madern plough. When the fleld is suppased to Le ready,
the seed of the rice ar millet is scattered over it, move abundantly at the &op
of the slope go that it may be washed down towards the Dbottom by the
coting rains,

Put when the erop s sown the troubles of the husbandman ave ouly
beginning, He i beset on all sides by Nature’s beggarnen~—the deer, the
wild pig, the green parrat, the grasshopper. 8o he has to gird in his pateh
with a dense mass of thorns, like what our troops in the Soudan eall 2 zevila,
antd he has te sib up at night and five his old matellock now and then to
scare the lisasts. At dawn when he goes home to eat and rest he is replaced
by his wife ar little boy, who sits all day on a platform and Hings stones out
of a sling at the parrots. Needless to say, he s no meaus of watering, his erop,
and if the rains fail he gets nothing.

The natural conzequernce is that lie would atarve one year in evely five or six
if he possessed no other resources ; and his enly feeding ground is the jungle. In
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the firat place, it gives him somie animal food, but not much. Game is far from
plentiful, and most animals are, from his point of view, shamefully wide-awake,
His weapons, the bow and his old rusty matchlock, are wretchedly ineffective, and
he wounds many a Least which he does not bag. His needs make him the very
antithesis of what we call a good sportsman. He will sit over a water-hole and
kill, if he can, any beast that comes to drink: stag or hind or fawn are all the
same to him. He will lay snares or dig pits round his field with stukes or nooses
ennningly arranged, and leave a tempting hole in the thorn palisade through which
the poor creature creeps to his death.

But Lesides this lie has sources of food in the myviad fruits) Levries, and nats
which the jungle provides. Any of us let loose in sucl a place with a painted
stick as our only tool would perish straight off of starvation. But the jungleman
knows what to dig for, and feeding stuff of some kind or other he ean nearly
always find. Or if he chance on something peisonous or unwholesome he knows
how to serape and soak it so that its dangerons propertiss are removed. When
4 Korwa young lady is marvied her papa in the fine Lroad style of the jungle-
dweller points to a hillside and says, “ Here is your domain,” and such righty are
acknowledged, as with us a crossing or a tramp’s heat becarnes a praperty.

But let no one delude himself into the belief that there is much eharm about
such a way of life, To these of us who are satisfied with & little French cookery,
an eafiée, 2 bird, 2 savoury, the jungleman's dinner is sure to be mast unsatis-
factory. He will eat game which lLe adinits to be a litfle “high” hut which
we should call carrion, and his roots and froits are many of them in the nature of
the hasest hips and haws which a respectable British blacklird would turn up his
beak at.

One thing he does anquire liy this course of life 15 a marvellous insight inte
Nature and her secrets. His eyesight or power of hearing is nal, I think, hy
nature mneh better than ours, but he will hear or see a tiger creeping down
a ravine long before the English sportsman will.  Hvery sound in the forest hag
a weaning for him—the grunt of the bahoon as the tiger comes beneath his tree,
the hoatse alarm bark of the stag. From the way the vultures hover in the air Le
will tell whether the tiger has finished his meal ar is still tearing the carcase.
Every foot-mark, a displaced pebble, a broken grass stalk will tell hiw something,
what beast has passed there and how long aga. We of late hours and crowded
rooms and srtificial light lock on sueh pawers altiost as a miracle; but it is really
only the result of the fact that he has thorenghly adapted himself to his envirow-
ment, and this he must do or starve,

The prohlems of North Indian ethnology, then, centre round the interrelation
af the two stocks popularly lnown as the Aryan and Dravidian. The ordiuary
theory which bas came to be included even in our schoal-hooks tells us that a race
known as the Ar)‘as, or nobles, lived somewhere to the north of the peninsnla, in
what are called the Pamirs, or somewlere Leyond the Hindn Kusl, or even in the
farests of Lithuania. From this central paint, wherever it may have been, there
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is said to have ocemrred ju early times a great dispersion. This gave rise to the
existing Buropean races as well as those of Persia and India, of whon we ourselves
ave kinsmen, a sart of distant eousins.

The ohjections to this theory are thaf it isin the main based on philology, which
though an important ethnological facton, is nat a final test of race; and, secondly,
that, particularly in Europe, investigations of the barrows, the burial places of the
Prehistoric races, have shown that a large part of the population still resembles in
type the earlier races who lived in those countries, associsted with extinet animals
likke Lhe elephant and cave-hear long hefore the earliest date which can be assigned
to the inroad of the Aryans.

Ta return fo the Dravidians of [ndia, a name devived from the Sanskric
Dravide, nanally applied to the country kiown as the Coromandel Coast, stretehivg
from Madras fo Cape Comorin, and itself probably of non-Aryan erigin, the most
probable theary suggests Narthern Africa as the ealiest seat of prehistoric man,
and many indications tend ta show that his evolution from the anthropeid apes
may have coourred there in the Pliocene age. Fram this centre of dispersion it is
prohable that Burope was peopled by the earliest races who were either pre-glacial
av inter-glacial, that is to say, occupied the country before the Tee Age or in
a break hefween two advances of the iee erugh.  Another section of the same race
probably passed eastward along the Inda-African continent which was then
coutinuous, the intervening space, which is now the Indian Ocean, being dry land
of which fragments arve represented hy a group of islands or sheals, such ag
Madagasear, the Amirante, and Seychelles Islands. Survivals of these colonists
of the Negrito type possibly ocenr in the Veddas, a degraded jungle trihe in
Ceylon, and in the hairy-faced Todas whe are familiar to ethnologists as occupying
the Niligiri plateau in Southern India and practise a remarkable form of fraternal
palvandry.

As regards the existing races of Central India, the alisence of distinetly
woolly hair, which, though it may appear in oceasional izolated types, has never
heen distinetly traced as a general racial characteristic, eoupled with their
lack of prognathism and brachyeephaly, is a difficulty in assuming the prevalence
of a distinetly Negrito type in the present population. Before thiz gquestion can
be definitely settled we need muel further anthropometric evidence from Eastern
Africa to admit of detalled comparison with the Indian races. It is possible
that furtler investigations may modify the current theory as to the Indo-Negrito
element. Thus, the Nigas of the Assam-Burmese frontier usually classed ag
Mangoleid, have a cast of features which present some analogy to the Negro trihe
as will appear fram the pictures which I now proceed to show youw.

3. Here we have a picture of an Angimi Niga, a chieftain who commanded
against us in the fighting at Kohima and Khonorma.

6. A Lhota Nigs boy.

6. Lhota Nigas,

7. Mao Nipas,
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8. BRengma Nigas.
9. Tablung Niga woman.

10, Jaypur Nigas,

18. The Namsingia head-dress.

i%. Angdmi Nigas in festival eostwnme.

21. Angéni Niga, inferpreter,

24. Kokt women,

But as vegards the Dravidian element in the races of Central India, it
is now generally admitted that their origin must he sought for elsewhere. “ In
the Dravidian type,” to use Mr. Risley’s' smumary of the anthropometric evidenee,
“ the forme of the head usually inclines to be dalichocephalie, mt all their ather
charagteristics present a marked coutrast to the Avyan. The nose is thick and
broad, and the formnla expressing its proportionate dimensions is higher than
in any known race, except the Negro. The facial angle is comparatively low;
the lips are thick, the face wide and fleshy, the features coarse and irvegular.
The average stature ranges in a long series of tribes frown 1562 to 1621
centimetves (3 feet 1L inches ta 5 feet 33 inches); the figure is squat and the limbs
sturdy. The colour of the skin varies {rom wvery dark brown te a shade closely
approaching hlack.” The most distinctive type of Dravidians is found anmong the
Milé Pahariyas of the Rijmahal Hills and the Mundas and Oréians of the Chota
Nigpur platean,

Buf it would be a mistake to suppese that we have here a single vace with
nniform physical characteristics, Perhaps it may he easier to make this fact
apparent from photographs of some representative groups from the North-Westem
Provinees which I shall now exhibit.?

14, 15. Here you have a group and a single man of the Eorwa, tribe, perhaps
the mast primitive race swrviving in these provinces. They live in small izolated
communities, supporting themselves mnostly on jungle fruits and roats, & eurfously
shy people who lLiave come little into contact with Europeans. In oue of their
villages which 1 visited only one old man had ever before seen an Englishman, and
that when le was & boy. They are men of a fine vigorous type, but thase
vepregented in these pietures range between only 3 feet and 5 feet § nches in
height.

16, The next group, called Biyirs, are rather more Hinduised than the
Karwas; lere the higher of the two is only § feet 3} inches Ligh.

17. Next come a pair of Parahiyas or Hillmen, who have, 23 you will observe,
more marked Dravidian characteristics.

18. These are followed by a Gond, hardly a good represeutative of the more
primitive branch of the tribe wha live further south in the Central Provinces.

19. Next comes a Panka, a village weaver and serf in the hills.

VI, fntre., xEXiL
? These pictures are reproduced in Crooke, Tribes and Castes of the North- Western Provinses,
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20. Following him is a family of Patdris who are the family priests of the
Majhwirs, a tribe closely allied to the Gronds.

2]. Next comes a Ghasiya, a very good example of an almaest pure Dravidian.

22, Next comes 4 Bhuiyar, wha, as you will ghserve from the breadth of his
nose, is a tolerably puve Dravidian.

23. Following him is & party of MAnjhis or Majhwirs, who are almost pure
Gonds, They carry, you will observe, the Mandar or sacred drum of the txibe,
the body made of earthenware, and the euds covered with goatskin., It occupies
an impartant part in the religions rites of the tribe.

24, These are followed by a party of Cleros, also fairly pure Dravidians ; but
here it is necessavy to distinguish, because one brauch of the tribe has become
largely Brihmanised, while others retain much of their primitive character.

25, Next I show a family of Kals, known in Bengal as Hos or Mundas, from
whom a branch of the Dravidian race has been called Kalarian. Bub recent
enquiries have shown that the distinetion between the Xolarians and the
other Dravidians iz merely linguistic and not haged on any really physical
differentiation.

26, 27. In the next two pictures we have the Agariya, the primitive ivon-
smelter of the hills. Interesting questions arise as to the origin of this industry,
on which I may say somathing later an. Here you will notice the double goat-
skin bellows, which he worls with his feet, snd the lammer of a form closely
approximating ta the neolithic type, with which he beats out the charcoal and other
impurities from the ingot.

29, Tastly, comes a representative of the Hill Doms, who take many forms,
from that of an artizan in the lower Himalaya to a singer, and finally, the
most degraded outeast in the Plain country, a worker in bamhoo, 4 houseless
wanderer, a thief, a seavenger, whom even to loale at is, for a pious Brihman, a
pellution.

I pass on to consider the cemnexion betiween these Hill Drvavidians and the
great servile or amricnltural population of the Plains, by which I mean generally
the valleys of the Ganges and Jumna, that vast mass of simple, peaceful, erderly
people, whose chief fault in our eyes is that they propagate their species without
any regard to their resources, aud are thus a constant burden upon the country,
while in seazons of drought, as {n recent famine, they Llecome a source of
enormous expense and anxiety to the Administration. What we have now to
attempt is to examine haw these peaple are related to the Dravidians of the
Hills, and perhaps T cannot introduce this part of the subject of wy paper better
than by showing you a few typical representatives of them, sa that you may le
able to forim some comparison between the two groups.

1. Here, then, we have, first, a cauple of Chamirs, the old man halding up in
his hands a pair of ordinary country shoes. The Chamdr is primarily a tanner or
currier, a4 his nawe implies, aud from his association with hides, and particularly
that of the sacred ox, he is detested by orthodex Hindus. But besides working
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in leather, he also farms, does field work aund general village drudgery, English
officials ave often accused of talking in lakhs. Dut some idea of the difficulty of
dealing with these lawer races may he expressed by the fact that of these Chamiirs
alone we have in the Narth-Waestern Provinces uearly six millions, aliout half as
much again as the papulation of Seafland.

2. Next come vepresentatives of an interesting set of peonle, the DBanjiiras,
wha are wandering carriers of grain, with a curiously distinetive dress, perhaps
the wost nteresting rvace in the Dlains, new being seriously affected from the
competition of the vailways with their hereditary industry.

3. Follawing these we have the DBanya, the corn-chandler, pawnbraker,
money-letider, the Shylack of India, hardly a popular personage to those who get
into his books, but a sound capitalist, withont whom the Empire would be hard set.
Lo pay its way.

4. In the next picture we weet anather class, the Faldr or so-called ascetic,
the idle, leafing vagaboud who wanders about the country begging alms. In the
North-Western Provinces there are no less than two millions of these sturdy
beggars, nearly half that of the county of London, one in every twenty of the
whole papulation of the Pravinee.

i, With him I give a Vaishnava Fakir, one of that eclass of ascetics who
derive most of their inspiration from the teaching of Buddha, and in particular z
very careful regard for all kinds of animal life.

6. Next, as illustrating the so-called Aryan braueh of the people we have a
group of Brabkmans, the Levites of the Hindu community, primarily priests, but
also warking as clerks, soldiers, hushandinen, and other cecupations regarded as pure.

7. The next picture is intended to shaw the common dress of the women of
the Plains.

8, 9. Thig is followed hy two husbandwen ploughing, ane a Jak, one of our
finest North Indian races ; the ather a hillman.

10. Tu the next picture we have a group of Mahilrihmans, the funeral priests
of the Hindus, not veal Brilimans of the learned pricstly class, but a lower class of
afficiants drawn from some of the lower races. Tt is needless to say that theiv
duties cause them to he abhorred and despised.

11. Represents ane of the Dravidians of the Plains, 2 Bind, whe is o menial
labourer and enltivator.

12, Shows a vaviety of the Dam race of whom we have already seen an
example from the hills. This is one of the sub-caste of Dharkir, who are partially
eivilised and live by working in rape and haniboo.

28. Anather set of Domnis.

13. Lastly, to show quite another type comes a group of Bhotiyas from
Tibet, pure Mongolians, perhaps the only Buddhists whom we are likely to meet in
the Plains.

We are now in a position to discuss the racial affinities of these Dravidians
within and without the Indian Peninsula.
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We have seen that the Southern Indian tribes, such as the Tadas, possibly
represent a fusian of Melanochraid Caucasic and Austral-negro blood at a remate
period in a now submerged Indo-Austral region. But, as has been shown, the
absence of prognathism and woolly hair forbids us to find in the Dravidians of
ta-day anything like a strong Negrito element. It has heen the habit to regard them
45 Mongoloid, but My Risley’s investigations render this fmprobable. It seems
preferable to regard them as helonging to a second and independent migration
trom the direction of the original African headquarters, which possitly passed into
Asia 1y a more nartherly roufe than that of the primitive Negrito element, trace-
able in the Veddahs and Todas. This type varies on the one hand with assimila-
tion to the ealier Negritos: hut more particutarly by fusion with what we
poputarly call the Aiyan stoclk.

It must, however, he remembered that the aggregate of trihes popularly
known ag Aryan has been so grouped mainly en linguistie, nat racial chavacter,
[t has been asaumed that there was an original Ur—ﬁryan tongne from which the
Aryan languages were derived by regular descent. But the ariginal iome of these
Aryans has never been satisfactarily ascertained. Opinfon seems now to he
inelined to regard these Aryans as nat one simple “ ethnical stock, bub an amalzam
of many Caucasic and no doubt some Mongoloid elements, leavened by an original
Xanthochroid strain, and endowed with a certain racial uniformity by the immense
prepanderance of the Caucasic physical character and by the general adoption af
Aryan speech, traditions and institutions,™

On. the fact, then, of the allied avigin of the Aryan and Dravidian races, or in
the continuous amalgamation of these two strains of blood seems to depend the
vemarkable fact that, ag shown hy an examination of the cephalic indices, there
is a striking uniformify in the existing races occupying Northern India. The
conaideration of this question depends on the survey of a vast mass of statistical
evidence with which I must not trouble you at present. The results have hean
summarised by Mr. O'Dannell for Bengal, and hy Surgeon Captain Drake-
Brockmann for the North-Western Provinces? Thus, generally speaking for the
latter, taking four main castes—the Brahman representing the Aryan, the Kayasth
Medium ﬁrya.u, the Chamér Hinduised Dravidian, the Kol fairly pure Dravidian,
the cephalie indices are respectively 737, 733, 738, 738. For Bengal Mr.
'Donnell writes :— It thus appears that the Brihman is at one end of the scale
and the cultivated Kiyasth at the other, whilst at the tap of the Behir list the
fisherman, priest, fatm-labourer, landlord and cow-herd are in close proximity, In
the North-Western Provinges the Kshatriya or Bijput acldier, and the Khatil or
Rijput trader stand at oppasite extremes—rat-catchers, carpenters, dancing women,
cultivators, taddy-drawers, and priests caming in between. No evidence could he
more convineing, if anthropametry has any meaning. The Indian races and tribes
in the valley of the Ganges from the Afghin frontier to the Bay of Bengul are so

' Keane, Etknology, 410.
¢ Crooke, Tvibes and Castes of the Norch- Western Provinees and Oudl, 1, Intro., X=X ge9q.
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absclutely intermingled in blood, that it {s impossible to diseriminate hetween the
sleull characteristies of the castes or functional guilds which have grown up uuder
later Brihmanical nsage

Here the case is perhaps pub too strangly ; but it to some degree justifies the
digtrust felt by one school of anthropologists in the vatue of sknll measurements as
a final test of race Hence aunother factor, the hreadth of the nose, has beeu
selected as a criterion. Even the mest easual ohserver cannot fail to remark the
basal breadth and coarseness of the Dravidian nose ag compared with this more
finely maulded feature in the higher races. Mr. Risley has gone so far as to say
that “ it is searcely a paradex to lay dawn as a law of the caste organisation in
Kastern India that o man’s social status varies in the inverse ratio to the breadth
of his nose’® Here again, a5 Mi. (Donnell aud Swrgeon~-Captain Drake-
Bracktmann point out, there are startling variances in the figures, which illustrate
the necessity of caution.*

In the present state of our knowledge, then, on this subject the most reason-
able view seems to be that while on the whole there is a remarkable uniformity of
type judging from the skull measurements of the racez of Narthern India, and the
pure Aryan type is not so readily separated from the Dravidian as it has hitherto
been the habit to suppose, there may be minor or subsidiary variations in the
cranial formi which may lead to elearer knowledge. The total population of these
three great Provinces, Bengal, the North-Western Provinees and the Panjib ig
about one hundred and forfy millions {(Bussia in all containg about one hundred
and thirty millions). The number of measurements hitherto made iz quite
inadequate to form a suie hasis for dectding the ethnical affinities of such enormous
masses of men. DBesides this much investigation oun the Kast African side will be
required before the materials for decision are availalle. The obvious waral is that
measures are urgently needed for the prosecution of anthropometry in this part of
the watld on a much wider scale than has hitherto been attemnpted.

The inference suggested by this summary of results is then, that the so-called
Aryan invasion of the Peninsula probably assumed a forin quite different from the
usual canception of it. It wae apparently never an invasion in the common sense
of the word, an inread of a fully organised nation, overwhelining and enslaving the
indigenous races, sucl as was, for instance, that of the Turkish tribes into Eurgpe,
The colonisation of Cential Asia by the Mongol 1aces probably tvok place through
the Indian Peninsula, and this was followed by a continuous southward moveinent
of the Aryans which was only part of that great series of emigrations which went
on coutinuously during prehistorie times.  Their ihcoming may have Leen gradual
and spread over vast eras of time: it may have taken the shape of successive
waves of eolonists, never very numerous, and establishing their superiority more by
the influence of their higher culture than by actual binte force. In some places

' Crouke, fateg., cXXxvil 4 Keane, ibid., 177.
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they may lave beeowme real over-lods of the races which they found in the
conutry: in other parts the congquered may have absorbed their conquerors.  This
theory woulid in a meastre account for some of the mast difficult problewms in the
ethnolagy of upper India—the increase of dolichoceplialy towards the north-west
frantier, the prevalence af a higher type in Rijputina on the fringe of the western
degerts, the accurrence of the Jits and Gfijars in the valleys of the Indus and
Jumua, who possibly represent an independent body of colonists. TL would alsa
explain the gradual spread of the Avyan eulture towards the East as wavked hy
sucressive stages of occupation from Aryavartta, the sacred land of the Aryaus in
the FBastern Panjib to Indraprastha or old Delki on the Jmana, thenco to
Hastiuapura on the Ganges, to Ayodhya on the Sarjn, and later on along the
Gangetic Delta.

This line of arguinent, again, suggests what seeins to be a prevalent misconcep-
tion of the character of the couquest of the pre-existing vaces by the Arya.ns, The
canuuon view is that the pure Dravidians, as we now find them along the hilly
hacklione of the Peninsula, were pushed back into these inaccessible relreats, ag the
Celts were driven inte Wales by our Teutonic forefathers, the existing races of
the Tlains being that povtion of the earlier pecple which was conquered and
enslaved. This theary, however, seemns to be inconsistent with what we know of
the wethod i whiclt conquering races aceupy a trapical or semi-tropical eountry.
Such occupation does not follow the Hue of the fertile plains and rieh alluvial
valleys, simply liecause the lowlands are generally covered with impenetralile forest,
gwarming with dangerans beasts and inere dangerous malaria. Tt vather follaws
the course of the lower hills which flank the riverine valleys. Hence it seems not
improhalile that the original seat of the Dravidians imay have leen in the
mountainons region where we meet them at present. The ealiest Arvyan legends
strongly suggest the conclusion that the lowlands were even in their time an
inaccessible jungle, such as travellers of to-day find in the valleys of the Amazon
and its tributaries. The forests along the skirts of the alluvial tract were proliably
Ehen as they are now, comparatively open. I the arrival of early man in India
was, as may have been the cage, antecedent to the gealogical eonvulsiens which
raised the Siwilik range, the Ganges valley may then have heen a tidal estuary,
hecoming in the ecourse of time gradually silted up by the defritus of the great
Himalayan rivers, and as it grew became clothed with thick walarious jungle.

It seems nol improballe, then, that it was in the southern plateau that the
first Dravidian settlements wers formed, Then as now they wmay have supported
life tuainly from the products of the fairly apen jungles which formed their carly
hoine, and there they evolved those rude industries whieh form their mode of
livelihaod even to the present day.

This suggestion seems to be confirmed by the fact that it is not ir the rich
alluvial plain, but on the southern plateau that we find the remains of the most
primsitive life, the dolmens beneath which they buried their dead, the nenhirs
which marked the graves or formed a lome for the ghosts of thelr famaous cliefs or



W. Cruakk,— The Hitl I'ridbes of the Central Indian Hills. 231

priests, the rude stoue iwplements with which they waged war on the wild beasts.
There is, T believe, no instance of the occwrrence of such remains +n sifn in the
viver valleys of the narth.  They abound in the southern hills and in some places
as at Ion in Mivgapur, [ have myself seen one of the primitive factories where
these weapons were chippad and ground.

Further, there seemns little doubf that these people were up to comparatively
recent Lines in the Age of Stone.  This is shown by the forms of the implements
which they use to the present time, which distinctly reproduce in metal the
nealithic forms.  Less certain ts the evidence from vock paivntings in the Vindhyan
caves discovered by Mi. J. Cockbuin, whicl are said to represent the slaying of
the Shmbhar stag and the rhivoceros by jungle-folk armed witl stone weapons.
These need not necessarity be very ancient, as the Sambhar still ahounds in these
hills and Albar, a contemporary of (Jueen Elizabeth used to hunt the rhincceros
near Chuudr,  As D Ball has shown, the Kbariyss appear Lo have been in the
Stone Age quile recently.!

The saime vesult is arrived at from certain survivals in custom, in which iron
is regarded as a substance invested with mystic powers, and the iron-founder
supposed to he a sacred or nncanny pewsonage-—a feeling which I need nat remind
you is a wide-spread feeling among savages. Thus, the Magahiya Doms—a very
primitive race—loyeott any member of the tribe wlo uses an iran Implement in
committing a burglary. These peaple in takivg an oath clear a piece of ground
aud plaster it as if for sacrifice ; they theu swear on a piece of iron and a copper
coin placed in the centre® 8o the Pankas, pure Dravidians, swear on a plece of
ivon placed in a drinking vessel ; and the Nate imnake their cath on a bit of eopper®
The same feeling shows itself in the very common use of jron, copper or brass as
searers of demons. The young mother, the liridegroom, the mourner under taboo
all protect themselves with one or other of these metals.?

I have referred to the irun wmanufacture carried ou by the Agariyas. It
would be an interesting proldem, with which I have vow 1o time to deal, o
inquire whether this was an jndependent discovery made hy the Dravidiang ov
taught them Ly the Hindus. Ivon, thongh kuewu to the early lranians, does not
appear in the literary monnments of the Hindus till the close of the Vedic periad,
and then, as in the Hamerie poetns, seams to have boen scalee and valuable, The
wonderful iron pillar at Delhi, perliaps the aldest iron monument in the country,
is 80 feet long and weighs 17 tons. How such a mass af wrought-ivon could
Liave Leen forged is o standing wonder to metallurgists of our time. It bears au
mscription dated in the thivd eentury of our era. How mueh older it may bewo one
dares to say. Needless to say we have no literary evidence within the Dravidian
area, abd, a8 far as [ am aware, ne definite tradition regarding its ovigin, Ti is

| Jusngle Lifs, 91, * Urucke, abéd., ii, 331.
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possible that indications of the origin of the art in Ceniral India way be found in
the shape of the furnace or bellows and in the mode of manufacture.

I would suggest, then, that the present Dravidian juugle-races may have aceupied
their present zettlements from the very earliest times, and that go far from having
heen pushed back into the rugged hill tract by the advanciug Aryaus, the course
of their migrations may have been very different. Posaibly the impulse to clear
the fertile alluvial valleys may have come from the Aryans, a race of farmers and
lveeders of cattle. T this task they were probably aided by bodies of Dravidians
migrating from their forest homes and gradually losing theiv identity in the
presence of a people of superior energy and intellectusl power. To this day the
‘Dravidian, like the Thira of the marsh lunds at the foot of the northern hills, is
the great ploneer of civilisalion. Tt is he whe is gradually converting these
immense fens and savannahs of grass aud reeds inte fertile rice fields. This may
have been the task of the Dravidian race for countless generations; even now as
in the past his wark, ove of enornous importance to the world, has met with no
recognition, This taslk lie {s able to perform, becanse, thaugh not malaria-proof, he
endures it hetter than the other races.

But there is another impuise working in the same direction which it needs
an imaginative savage thoroughly teo understand. Amoug priwitive people
accustomed to the helief that disease {s due to evil spirits, it has ever been a
desive to seek communion with the divinities of earth and hill and jongle, wha
are in their belief the active agents in Ininging sickuness and death. Obviously
the denizen of the jungle is more likely to hein cominunion with these local powers
than the foreigner, and without his ald forest reclamation could herdly progress,
Hence it comes that evel to the present day the priests of the local gods, bath in
Lill and plain ave recruited from the most secluded and least progressive of the
jungle-folk! Tinay go even farther than this, and suggest that as the Majhwir
Gionds have selected out of their own body a class of local priests, the Patéris, the
example may have led to the evalution of the Brahman priest on Indian soil, when
the advancing intricacy of religious ritual demanded the services of a functionary
more skilled in the art of spells and incantations than the original Aryau house-
father priest. From this point of view it is significant that some branches of Hindu
ascetics, such as the Jogi and Sannyisi, retain wany practices whicl, whatever lLe
their origin, are abviously not Hindu., Thus, they do not wear the sealp-lock; they
either never cut their hair or shave it off completely; they never bm their dead,
Lut bury them or fling them into rivers, and when they bury they place the corpse
in a sitting posture with the arms supported by a crutch—all customs quite
oppased to Hindu ritual.®

The same fesling in regard to the jungle-folk comes out in certain rites and
privileges which they enjoy to this day. Thus, the Khangirs act as marviage

¢ Risley, Trilas and Castes, 1, 470 ; it, 83, 309 ; Crooke, Tribes and Custes, i, 8 ; ii, 85, 333,
iit, 322 ; Popular Religion, ii, 95.
2 Crooke, Trihes end Custes, v, 275,
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priests for the Bhadauriya Rijputs; one of the Mina tribe always invests the
Mahdarsja of Jaypuy, a Hindu of the Hindus; the Sinsyas, a nomadic thieving
tace, act a8 hards and genealogists to the Hindu Jits! To this day the special
function of watching the fields at night in Hindu villages is assigned to Dravidians,
apparently becanse as owners of the land they are more in touch with the jungle
and its beasts, with the evil spirits which walk in the darkness.

This brings me to another brauch of nuy subject which is perhaps of wider
interest than the ethnological questions which we have thus hastily surveyed. What
we lLave naw to note is some swvivals of primitive custom. Their religion, a
compound of animism, fetishism, and a erude demonalogy, is beyond the scope of
this paper.

This is the place for the explanation of a fact which has given rise to some
critieism. Tt is generally admitted that for many of these tribes there is ample
evidence that at ane time they passed through what is called the tofemistic stage.
We find numerous sections the titles of which are obviously drawn from sacred
animals, plants and other objects; we have many instances in which the
section ascribes its origin to the so-called totem ; there are many cases in which
the totem is treated with respect, and any attempt to destroy or injure or eat the
totem i3 prevented by a rigid taboe. On the other hand, many instances might
be guated where a section which on these indications might bhe treated as
totemistic does not specifieally taboo the assumed totem, o rather, if we may put
the case so, transfers the taboe te something else which is not the tribal totem.
This, on the face of if, suggests doubt as to whether these tribes did ever pass
through the totem stage, or whether the original idea may not have been so worn
away ar overlaid by other and antagonistic beliefs that nothing now remains but
the hare husk of the primitive belief, and this may in later titnes have originated
from another line of thought. Thus, to give a single instance, when we find the
totem belief in this stage of degeneration, it is open to any ane to say that the
esnnection of the sept or section with the sacred beast or plant is merely a case of
tree or animal worship, and nead not necessarily imply that the worshippers of it
were ever consciously in the totem stage. This view of the case is, no douht, in
game Instances correet, and it is quite possible that some usages and beliefs have
been from time o time labelled as totemistic which way be explained in another
way., When we bave to deal with the mere husk of a custom or rite caution is
clearly necessary, and some of us who have been carried away hy the suggestive-
ness of the totem theory, which threw novel light on many obscure facts, and
enahled us to bring at least into a semblance of order many conceptions which
were merely isolated fragments of belief destitute of any reasonable meaning, may
have gene tao far. This is not ta say that in the present stage of the controversy
the totem theory must be altogether abandoned ; rather that it may be necessary
in some cases to revise our co-ordination of the evidence, or perhaps to admit that
there is no comrmon master-key to all the mysteries, and that while the human

t Oraoke, Tribes and Castes, iii, 929, 490 iv, 278
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mind warks with curious vegularity through the whole range of savage thought,
the local factor, or what the mathematicians call the persanal equation, must be
more closely weighed. But to weturn to these Travidian clan taboos aud the
curious variances which they presenf—aue poiut wmust be lept carefully in mind.
Nowadaya most of the leaders of the totewn school are prepaved to admit the weak-
ness of the evidence far totemnism within the so-called Aryan area. Heve possibly
teee and serpent or animal worship will be found te explain mast of the facts
witliout the uecessity of caliing in the aid of totemism. This fact profoundly
affects the question of the Thravidian taboos. Here, I imagine, we can wateh the
confliet of two seta of beliefs, which has modified the primitive tradition. The
Hindus, far instance, protect the cow by a powerful religious sanction, while the
Dravidians used to sacrifice and eat her. Sa the Dravidians used to live on many
jungle-beasts which the Hindu considers impure—the rat, the squirrel, the lizard,
the crocodile. At present it is only the casteless, vagrant tribes in the Plaiug
wlielt have heen able to resist the pressure of the superior race ta class sueh
creaiures ag abominable, Here and there the custom is in process of change, the
more Hinduised members of the trilie, with a view to sodial ndvancentent, adapting
rules which prescribe extreme purity ; the more conservative aor less advanced
section adbering to the primitive practice, but in some cases with real or assuned
SG(‘.I‘EC)'.

Thus, under Hindu influence there has been a tendency to replace the old
totern or sacred beast by some eponytnous ancestor drawn frome the ranks of Hinda
saints or worthies, and here often the familiar influence of folk etymology comes
into play. Thus Rikhmun, the divine ancestar of the Bhuiyas and Musaliars, who
iz called a deified Rishi or saivt, is probably in reality Biksha, the bear: so
Iachchapa, the tortoise, has become the saint Kasyapa, and Bhéradvaja, the lark,
trns inte a third Hindu worthy.

With so much reservation about totemism, we may say thab among these
peaple it appears specially in connection with marriage, the primary social unit
heing what may provisionally be called the totem elan, which is exogamous;
marriage and sexval intercourse between members of the clan heing severely
forhidden. Later on, as under Hindu influence the totem link hecame weakened, it
hecame necessary to inveut special titles or watchwords to define the exogamons
groups, as we find in the case of the Santils and Halwiis, among the latter the
passwords heing embodied ju a series of mnemonie wetrical formulz? These
exogamous sections ar septs later on became contbined into the existing tribes, and
this combination appears to date from the period of the adoption of descent
through the father in lien of the matriarehate, which, as we shall presently see,
was probably the primitive rule. The method in which this amalgamation takes
place may be illustrated by the analogous process among the Weat African tribes.
Thus one of the Daog clan marries a Leopard ; under the old system the ehildren
would be Leapards ; but when the father’s share came to be recognised they would

' Risley, ibid,, ii, 227 ; (iracke, ibid., il, 482 seq.
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be Dog-Leopards, and wauld se Lelong to two clans.  These children in the
game way marry into two elang, the Cat and the Snake, and their offspring
would bLelong to four clans® This system would obvioualy soon hecome unwork-
able and the clan rule has to be replaced hy same ofher formula, as, for instance,
by prohibiting the marriage of any descendants of a commen pair or tabooing
the intercourse of cousins, which is actually what has happened amoug the wore
advanced Dravidians, while the Gouds marry cousius by preference.

There are also various indieations which go to show that in Tudia this
tribal syncretisin may be of comparatively modern date  This is shown by
the adoption of a purely accupational title for the tribe which is the result
of such au amalgamation of septs ar sectious. This s the Hindu method.
Among the Dravidians the agaresake so forined is commonly designated even Ly a
vaguer tern, such as Bliniya or “landowner,” Ho or Kaol, “wien,” Minjhi, Majhwir,
smiddlemen™; DPahariya, Dhingar, “hilluen™; and s¢ on.  And the same con-
clusion follows from the fact that the boundaries of many of these trilies are even
now ill-defined. The Muudas, for iustance, ave recoguised by the Kharviyas as
elder lrethren: Mundas sometimes warry Klhariya wowen, but will not give
byides in exchange. Ho Kharwivs and Cheros are traditionally counected: the
Cheros used not long age to jutermarry with the Bhuiyas, but the latter have
refuged cannubimn ginge the Cheros have talen to intermarrying with I{als?
Many of the lower tribes, again, habitually reeruit their nmumbers from outsiders:
others, like the Phsis, admit the children af their women and cave little whether
the father was a tribesman or not?

These combinations, again, display no veal permanence. New groups are ever
being formea and recombined ou the Lasis of some change ol eustoni, auch as
the abolition of the rule of infant or widew marriage, some taboo regarding food or
the like. Thus, among the Bhuiyas of Lohfirdaga and Mirzapur the old tribal
system of exogamy seens to Le falling into disuse, aud many groups which were
once exogamous are now endogamousf  So the Kunnis arve giving up their ald
totemistic sections in favour of artificial groups.®  All these races, tog, lave become
congelous that the totew rnle of exosamy does not prevent cloge intermareiage, so
they have been obliged to reinforce it by the eatallishuient of peracual prohibited
degress which prevent the wartiage of cousing av those directly descended fram one
cowmon ancestor.  New local sections ave thus coustantly forwed, but with an
incanaistency, in soule respects natuval, they still in sowe cases maiutain the old
arouping, o prefer te bury their dead in the ancient trilal cemeteries®

It may alse be suspected thiat the size of the group has eonsideralle influence
in deciding the question of exogamy or chdeguuy.  This is elearly shown in the
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cage of the vagrant tribes, who possess a form of horde exogamy in which marriage
is prohibited within the gang, as in the case of the Sinsyas or Hibtras®

T have said that in a]l probalslity these tribes have passed through the stage
of the matriarchate, or where descent is counted through females. It may be
worth while cansidering what evidenee exists an this peint.

We have, in the first place, a long series of legends which attribute the descent
of the trite to a female ancestress, such as the Agarwilas fram M#idhavi, the
Musahars from Savari, the Kanjars from Nathaiya®; and this stoxy in many cases
takes the form of naming as the anceatress of the present clan a pregnant womaun
wha was saved from the massacre which destroyed her hrethren. This tale is told,
for instance, of the Chamar Gaur Rijputs, the Ghatwil Jits, the Ihangirs, the
Thatheras® O, by another version, they spring from an innncent wife wha has
heen discarded on some false charge, as the Mochis, the Kinhpuriyss, the Rors,
who gprang from Sita when expelled by Rima Chandra, and Lakhana Deva, the
founder of the Sombansis, was 2 posthumous son born in exite* This, T need
hardly remind you, is & very favaurite motif of many falk-tales, as, for instance, in
the Hindu tale of the Sen of Seven Mothers.”

We have, in the second place, many eases in which the sister’s sou acts as the
funeral priest. This iz the case with Dams, Hiris, Tatwas, Basors, Beriyas
Bhangis and cther menial races® In ather cases this duty is assigned ta the son
of a female econsin or son-in-law. Amang the Dhinuks, when a mau is poor he
feeds at the death rites only his sister's or daughter's husband; ameng the
Bhuiyfrs the sister's sau is held in partienlar honour, and periadical gifts are made
to him, as to a Brahman?

Thirdly, we find relations on the side of the bride acting in many cases as
officiants at warriage. Thus, among the Biwariyas, it is the hushand of the bride’s
sister who acts as priest; among the Kanjars it is the sister of the bride, her
hushand or daughter, who performs the eircamambulation rite; among the
Bhuiyars it is the bride's younger brother whe pours rice over the pair®  Often, as
among the Majhwirs, it is the sister’s hushand of the bridegroom wha acts as hest
man, arranges the marriage or carries the bridegroom in his arms into the marriage
haath.?

Even more important is the prominent part taken by the mother of the
bridegrootn in the marriage vites of the Musahars, while among the Majhwirs and
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Marwaris she solemnly offers her breast to him as he is starting to fetch Lome his
bride.?

Lastly, comes thie important part; played in the marriage rites Ly the maternal
uncle or mother's brother.  Thus lie very often arranges the marriage of his nephew ;
or he is trustee of the wide's peenlium; or he digs the sacred earth fur the
wedding ; lie takes round the wedding invitations; he 1ifts the midegroow inta the
house of the bride; or the maternal uncle on eacl side give the wedding clothes or
other gifts ta their nephew or niece? Finally, he iz sainetimes, as among the
Mahesris, the marriage priest, and tales the bride in his arms seven titves round
the bridegroom; ar, as among the Doms awd Dharkirs, he paurs waler on the
hands of the pair and blesses them.?

This leads to the consideration of the forins of marriage in force awong these
races. At the outset it niay be said that any mode of connexion between the
gexes which does nof contravene the rules of exogamy, and is approved by the
kinsfolk, ranks as a marriage with all its usual ineidents and privileges. Itisa
later development of custam which draws any distinetion hetween the clildren of
a bride married as 2 virgin, a widow or ather woman whose connexion with a man
is legal under their marriage code.

In dealing, however, with their marriage-law the game difficulty meets us as
in the case of their soeial structure. Everywhere we find wmerely husks of early
enstom which have heen overlaid Ly coneeptions Lorrowsd from other races.
Hence the original theory on which they were based i often ohscure, and they may
be interpreted in various ways according to the lite of influence which was for the
time prepotent.

Thus, to take the very primitive rite of group waniage, of this, in the firgt
plice, we seem to find a survival in the rule that all marriages maore or less and in
particular the less regular forms, such as widow marriage or the Levirate, that is
to say, the uppropriation of the wife of a dead 1an by his younger brother, must be
carried out with the sanction of the Paneliyat or Cauncil consisting of the adult
and married males of the tribe. This secins to take us back to 3 time when the
woman who became derelict in consequence of widowhood or desertion came again
under the general contral of the elansmen,

Secondly, we find indications poeinting in the sawme direction in the rule so
prevalent awong these races that prenuptial incontinence, provided the lover e o
meinber of the tribe and outside the prohibited deprees, ts condoned.t  Here, tog,
we meet as usual considerable variance of practice, Anmong sone incoutinencs
within the tribe ig little regarded. Among others when the resulls of ineoutinence
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heeome apparent Blhe pair are married under orders of the Couneil!  In ather cases,
again, & sacrifice of expiation is required; or this takes the form of a compulsary
feast to the tribesman, which the relatives of the girl are bound to provide.? Orin
other cases the paramonr is fined or has to give vestimution. This amang the
Dharkirs is so common that there is a special name, “ the mother's sheet,” for the
cloth which muder such cases the lover has te provide® It is only amang the
mgre degraded scavenger tribes that the taboo against counexion with an outsider
is relaxed. These tribes habitnally recruit their numbers fram abroad and treat as
legitimate the children of their women when the father is drawn from a caste
superior to tleir own.t

The custom of group-marriage has ather develapments which it is sometimes
not easy bo trace. Thus, it probally accounts for sowe or most of the marriage
taboos which are so caminon in savage life. The most comumon of these taboos is
that which prevents a wan from addressing, touching, or even looking at his
mother-tu-taw.  Tlhis has been explained by Sir John Lubbock® as a survival of
marriage by capture, the relatives of the Lride being lostile to the man who has
eaptured thelr woman ;, or, as by Mr Keaue® from the analogy of tlie Patagonian
practice that on the death of any young person the head of the family was required
to despateh sowe aged wowan, and lie naturally seleated his mother-in-law as the
appropriate victin. Henee, it is said, through lear of such a tate, women acquired
e habit of avoiding thelr sons-in-law,

It would lie dangerons to assert that all savages have arrived at the same
customn by the same route, but in the Patagonian vite it would rather seem that the
specialisation of the mother-iu-law was a later phase. At any rate it is hardly
logieal to treat the mother-in-law taboo apart from other taboos of the same class.
Thus, among the Dravidians one of the most inportant of the marviage tabaos is
that which prevents a man from coming iw conlact in any way with the wife of his
younger brother. Moast of these races protect her from ler senior hrother-in-law
by a woest stringent sanction, which, in the case of the Dharlérs, reaches the poind
that & man contracts 2 stain if her shadow even crusses his path’

Sceondly, comes the taboo of the wife's elder sister. A wan way marry twao
sisters, but he may not marry the eldar if the younger be already his wife. She iy
sald to be in the position of mollier to lier younger sister, hnt this iz obvionsly
a later development of the tabioo.®

t Risley, thid, i, 91 (Bliakats); i1, 122 (Blhumijy; i, 57 (Malds): i, 89 (Mecl); ii, 242
{Savars) ; ii, 324 (Tipperahs). Crooke, ibid., ii, 87 (Bluiyas); i, 412 (Ghasiyas).

* Risley, ibid, i, 57 (Malds) Crooke, sbid, i, 168 (Chais); i, 218 (Cheras); ii, 218
(Eewats) ; iil, 419 (Majbwirs) ; iii, 419 {(Mallils)

* Crooke, thid., 1i, 87, 250. + Croake, 366, i, 169,

¢ Origin of Ctenlisation, 11 seqg., 192, ¢ Ethnolagy, 214.

7 Risley, shid., i, 141 (Ordens). Crooke, ddd, |, 320 (Bhangis); ii, 10 (Bhars); i, 84
(Bhuiyas); ii, 97 (Bhuiyirs); ii, 139 (Biyirs); ii, 180 (Chamdrs); i, 287 (Dlukdes) ; i, 539
{Doms) 1 i, 418 (Ghasivag); i, 113 (Kalwies); i, 252 (Ehavwirs); i, 262 (Khattks) : iii,
314 (Keols) ; 1ii, 332 (Kovwas) ; iif, 444 (Majloedies).

+ Risley, tbid., i1, 141 {Ordions). Crooke, shid, i1, 97 {(bhutyies) ; i, 139 (Biyaes); ii, 287
{Dharkies) ; i, 314 (Kols).
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Thirdly, we meet with taboos of more distant femals relations—the naternal
aunt, the first cotsin on the wother’s side, the relation of Samdld, that is, persons
allied by the marriage of their children.'  Awmong the Pankas the father-in-law and
mother-in-law of a married pair do not speak Lo each other? So we find taboos of
the wives of the paternal wucle and ueplew’ Awong the Majlwirs a woman
may nob address her father-in-law hy namet Lastly and most signiticantly, the
Eaorwas extend the taboo to their sister?

I venture ta suggest that the real explanatien of this gloup of mayriage
taboos is to be found in the fact that they include persons with whom uuder the
primitive rale of group-marriage connexion was permissible,  These laboos
persisted long after the social system which gave thewn birth Lad disappeared,
and they had been replaced by a new series of exogaous rules and prohilited
degrees.

Survivals of the same system aof group-arriage may also be found in the body
of custom aecording to which relatives on bath sides aid ov resist the Lridegroom
23 he meets the bride. We have, fivst, the cases in which the {swuale relatives of
the bride resist the Lridegrooni, Thus, among the Maghs, the female relations of
the bride bar the way of the hridegroom with a bamboo, across which be has to
drinle spiribs with them ; among the Ahfrs and Majliwirs the sister-in-law of tie
bride prevents the bridegroom {from carryiug her into the retiviuy reow ; among
Baheliyas, when he comes into the room she sits on hiz back and has to he fed
before she will release him; among the Kindhs, after the warriage las Leen
eoneluded, the bride’s male relations run away with ber, while the village giils
recapture her and restore her to her Lushband ; among the DLdingis, the bridegroom
strikes the mariiage shed with a fan and the bride's female relations heat the juan
wha carries himn.? Tt is not easy to correlate these custows under any aue geveral
principle.  Partly they may suggest capture marriage, partly compensation to the
relatives of the bride for the loss of her zservices, or they may be in part a sarvival
of a stage of Beena marriage in which the bridegroom beeame cutitled o all the
steatera,

Ewven more puzzling are the cuses in which the relatious of the bridegraom
obstruet him.  Thus, awoeng the Dhuiyas, when the bridegroour is starting, his
mgther detams him and must receive a gift. before she releases him; the Agariya
and Biyir bridegraomt's sister bars the entrance of the bride inte ler husband's
house and demands a present.” Awong the Gadariyas there is a mimic struggle

C Risley, ibid., ii, 141 {Orions). Crooke, ibid., iil; 252 {(Khavrwirs). Crooke, ii, 10 (Bhars) ;
ii, 34 (Blhuiyas}; i, 139 (Bhuiydrs}; 1, 287 (Dbarkdrs} ; 1i, 418 {Ghasiyag) ; iii, 262 (Hhatika) ;
iif, 314 (Hols); iil, 444 (Majbwirs).

? Crooke, dhid, iv, 118,

+ Cragke, shed, il, 87 {Bhuiyas} ; ii, 190 {Chamaus) ; (i, 113 (Kalwirs).

v Crooke, ihid, i, 444. 4 Craoke, ihid., i, 332

¢ Risley, iid,, ii, 31. Croake, ibid., i, 81 ; ii, 422; i, 108. Rusley, tbic, 1 402, Craoke,
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T Crocke, ibid, if, 77 ; 1, 4 ; i1, 134
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between the relations of the hride and bridegraom at the home-coming! Here we
may guess a case of the transition from father-right to mather-right, or an indication
of the disuse of Beena marriage, and in lien of it, the rule of bringing the bride to
the house of her husband, the zame development of custom being seen in the
comman plan of erecting the retiring room at the house of the bride as well as that
of the bridegrooni. On the other hand, there are cases, as among the Khavwius,
where the bride at the home-coming vefuses to dismount from her litter and enter
the hause of her husband until her mother-in-law gives her a present, or as among
the Kairis, where the brideggoom’s sister gives a fee fo the Dbride as she dismounts?
8o among the Hos if the bride be taken to her husband’s house and married there,
nob at her own, she runs away after tliree days, and the bridegroom is obliged to
recapture her by forece® These customs possibly point to a disuse of Beena
marriage, but this series of facts is so intricate that it is hardly safe to dogmatise
ahout thent.

The line, again, hetween customs such as these, and survivals of actnal
martiage hy capture cannct easily be drawn. Many incidents in the ordinary
Hindu marriage rites have heen explained as pointing in the same direction—such
as the ohjection te marrying in neighbouring villages, the formal nature of the
marriage procession in which enly males take part, and all are mounted ov armed ;
the arming of the bridegroomn, the rule that they arrive atb the bride's village
late in the afternoon or hy night; the moek fight at the bride’s door, the refusal
of entertainment at the bands of her friends, the bloedy hand stamped
on the shoulder of the bay's father as he goes away, the wailing of the bride
as she is carried off, the tahoo of the bride's village to her husband’s relations
atter the marriage, the abusive terms applied to male relations by marriage, and
&0 an.t

Had time permitted, it might be possible to suggest ather explanations of
some of these customs. Thus, the arming the bﬁidegroom i possibly a prophy-
lactic against evil spirits, and this also may explain cases in which the bride
ceremonionsly assaults her hushand, Thus, awong the Kanjars after marriage the
pair go to a tank and the bride stiiles the hridegroom with a whip of cloth
specially made for the purpose ; or among Dhuniyas, when the bridegroom arrvives
the bride strikes him twa or three times on the head with a small stick® From
the analogy of parallel cases, which are many, it might be suggested that the
camon custer of flagellation, with the abject of expelling evil apirits, may be at
the root of the matter.®

There are, however, cases in which the custom of marriage by capture seems
clear. Thns, at an Agariya marriage the bride hides in the house and is dragged
out by the bridegroom; the Bhuiyir girl wrestles with the youth as he applies

! Craoke, thid., ii; 262 2 Crooke, Wbid, Qi 246, 280,
# Ristey, shid., i, 225. ¢ Craoke, thid., iv, 300 seq.
* Crooke, ibud., iii, 142 ; ii, 298

* Crooke, Papular Heligion and Folk-lors, 1, 99, 135.
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vermilion fa her hair; the S8insya bridegroom hauls the bride seven times round
the marriage pavilion and then applies vermilion to her hair! We know that up
to quite recent times the Thirus of the lower Himdlaya used to obtain their brides
hy capture from other tribes.?

Passing on to other modes of marriage, we find that Beena marviage, or as if
is ealled Gharjaiyin, which means that the Lridegroom lives with the family of
his tride, prevails among many af these tribes.® The period of probation during
which the Dravidian Jacols serves for Rachel is a year among the Ghasiyas, and
among the Gonds from seven or eight umoaths to three years ar mored Here we
have a survival of the practice Ly which the Lridegroom was adopted into the kin
of the bride.

The apposite conception, Ly which the lride was introduced into the kin of
the Lridegroomn, appears in many marriage rites, though here, too, there is a trace
of the older rite in confarrentio ov eating of the pair togetler, which is generally
done at the house of the Dride, the mnodifieation of custom bLeing shown in the
etiquette by which the youth refuses to eat with his wife at Ler house until he
receives a gift.® But the mere important eonfurrentio 1ite is carried out at the
Louse of the bridegroon. Thus, the Majliwir Tiride i3 not allowed to enter her
new hame bl she and her husband eat rviee hailed in milk; and ta illustrate the
sacramental caonception of this meal, we find that the Dhielt youth does not eat
hoiled rice until he tastes it for the fiest time at his wedding feast, and the Sinsya.
and Majhwir Lride after her honle-comiing las to cook for the kinsfolk of her
husband, while among the Musahars new fire is solemuly made for the cooking
sacranient.’ We have, I need hardly say, a survival of the sanie rite in the solemn
cutting of the wedding cake Ly our brides.

This mariiage sacrament, too, often takes the form of a solemn drinking rite,
as of the parents of the pair who, on letrothal, sclemnly drink together out of
platters made of the leaves of a holy tree, or Lride and bridegroom drink tagether,
or join in drinking with the clansinen.”

More obvious still is the mative of the blood covenant. Here we can glserve
the stages of the degradation of custow from the use of blood drawn from the little
finger of the husband which is mixed with hetel and eateuw by the bride among
some of the Bengal tribes.®  The next stage comes amaong the Kurmis, where the
Lood is wixed with lac dye? Lastly, come the rites cornen to all these tribes
Ly which the lridegroon, often in secrecy, cavered by o sheet, rubs vermilion on

v Crooke, Twilos and Custes, [, 4, 11, 87, 91 ; 1v, 190, 240,

* Crooke, dhid., v, 389,
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the parting of the givl's hair and the women relations smear their toes with lac
dye—all palpable degradations of the orviginal bleod rite. That the rite is sacra-
mental is cleatly shown hy the fact that the widow after Ler husband’s death
salemnly washes off the red from her hair or fiugs the little Lox in which she
keeps the colouring matter inte running water.t

The wife is thus by the Llood sacrament introduced into the sept of her
hoshaid.  But a further precaution is necessary ta symholise that she throws off
all conuexion with Lier own elan.  This tribal toten is often generalised by a row
of elay images of parrots which are fixed on the marriage shed? This is kuockesd
down by the lwidegroow, and the remains are scrambled for by the wunaivied
youths of the tribe, who Ly this influence hope ta share in the sywbel which will
atd them in due time to enter the marriage state®  Or the tribal mavk takes the
form of conventional ownaments, known ag the Toran, which are hung over the
door of the bride, aud these the bridegroom demolishes, sometiwes using for this
purpose the ianch of a sacred tree® Tle same rite, T venture to suggest, shows
itself in the eustown by which at the end of the mariage the youtl’s father shakes
the pole of the wedding shed, which can hardly imply capture or resistanee,
becauge lLie is givel a present for so doing® A further development of eustow is
shown in the rite where tive piles of rice are placed on a curry-stone and the youth
grips the girl's ankle and makes her kuoek themn down with her twe. The words
denoting the plle of rice and the exogunous group are the same, and the rite seems
to symbolise the fact that the lride lias now selewnly alandaned her own group
and entered that of her husband s

Another series of warriage rites seens to be largely based on the desive to
bring the wedded pair Wnto intimate connexion with the reproductive powers aof
nature.  This, i India ab least, seews to be ane explanation of the widespread
customn of tree-lnarriage.  Oue, amd the most usual means of establishivg eow-
munjon between the worshipper and his deity is an offering, as we find it for
instance in the faniliar custom of dedicating the fiest-frnits. Hence sees to have
arvizen a very sinilar idea in the ease of marriage, as we see in the numerous
tustances of the marriage of gitls to a god as a preliminary to human marriage, In
tree-marriage, then, the bride is fitst Lrought iuto comwunion with the spirit which
occupies and animates the tree and by the comunion shaves in its fertility.

The custow of tree-marvlage is familiar to the Dravidians, the tree usually
selected being ane regarded as sacred such as the manga, the smakua, the siddh?
Iu the original forni of the rite the tree seems to have personified the Lridegroom,
ag we see Lln tlie Gaudhabanik ritwal, where the youth climbs 2 tree and the bride

v Craoke, ibid., ii, 135, 269, * Crooke, ihid,, 0, 464 ; ili, 3085 v, 21,
z Cravke, obdd iv, 464 5 (i, 245 ¢ Crooke, thid., 1, 482, 456,
¢ Crooke, dhid., iv, 22 ; ii, 111 ; 1, 134 ; iv, €2,
Crooke, dbid., (i, 284 (D) 5 dil, 425 (Majliwies).
¢ Risley, dbid, i, 293 {Gouds) | i, 475 (Kharwirs); 1, 531 seq. (Burmis); if, 41 (Mahilis)
iy 102 (Mundas); i, 201, Rautiyas; ii, 229 {Santdls). Cravke, ii, 78 (Bhuiyaws); i, 363
Gadariyas); 1id, 374 (Lobdrs); iv, 366 (Patars).
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Is cariied on 2 stol seven times round him.' This ritual of walking rovnd the tree
in the course of the sun is common to these tribes, and then by a natnral develop-
ment of custam the tree Lecones the centre pole of the marriage pavilion, which
itselt symbolises the over-spreading Lranches? FLater on the pale becomes a spear
fixed up in the shed® [n most cases the shed is built of branches ar poles of the
tree held sacred Ly the tribe Its siguificance is clear in the ease of the Dharldrs,
wha make the weddiug fire-offering under the sacred tree. Nearly all these tribes
alzg arrange a special hooth into which at the close of the service the youth leads
the hride. Thus, in the Hibiira ritual, when the wedding is over one of the
tribesmen mounts a harse and rides same distanece over the plain close to the camp.
The bridegroom. takes the opportunity of leading the girl into the shed and con-
summates the marriage

The saine desire to secure communion with the spirit of fertility embodicd in
the tree appears in the customs of the tree-daues, which is done on a date
associabed not onty with the growth of the crops and with harvest, bub with the
seasonal period for marriage and the annual saturnalia, and in the rite of burning
the Sambat or sacred tree, which iz consumed to symbolise the birth of the new
year and the revival of vegetative life®

The sane prineiple explains ather marviage rites, such as that the wedded pair
are seated on mats of hely leaves ; that the anointing is done with wisps of the
sacred Kusa giass ; that the unien is effected by the interchange of garlands or a
flower is placed Uy the youth in the girl's hair’ To us it has come down in the
orange blossoms and bridal bouquet.

Hence divarce, the aholitiau of the marriage covenant, is symbalised by the
tearing of a leaf of the holy tree or of a piece of grass, or the plant itself is retained
as a life taken, a pledge of fidelity.® Or the tree itself is associated with birth, and
as antong the Mushars, the child is pamed from the tree under which it happens
to be hora, or a leaf of the holy tree is given asa xemedy in cases of difficult
delivery.®

It is Ly a natural development of ritual as the tribe advauces from a rude
jungle-life to a settled career dependent upon agriculture, that the kindly influences
of mather earth and of the cultivated fruits of the soil are brought infto communion
with the pair at marriage. We see this in the institution of the Matmangara or
sacred earth at nyarriage, which iz dug with various paystie rites and often used to
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form the fireplace on which the sacramental marriage meal is cooked! Hence
also comes ihe use of grain at marriage which is poured over the brideas a fertility
charm. And here in Iudia the usages of two races meet. The Arayn sacred grain
was barley, which ameong all the Indo-Germanic races is closely associated with
sacrifice.  The uze of wleat is mueh later, and rice, which we euriously enough
have adopted in our own marriage rites, probably came from the Dravidians. In
some cases atnong these jungle tribes the pair touch the holy grain; it is poured
over the bride by her brather a5 she revolves!round the shed, o1 special wleaten
cakes are Laked which the married pair tread on, ov the women tirow packets of
betel and handsful of Larley over the bridegroom as he enters the house, or a
saucer of pulse is placed near the holy water jar and the marriage lamp? Or
agaln, as among the Orfions, the bride and bridegroam stand on a stone, which is
nat an Axyan custom, under which a sheaf of corn rests upon a plough yoke.?

The ploughshare is again frequentty fixed in the centre of the wedding shed;
the bride’s mather waves it over lier liead as a charm, or the bride and hride-
groom tread on the lLaskets used on the threshing-floor to avoid the danger of
touching the threshold, the Larrier which defines the domains of the kindly house
gpirits and the evil demons who prow!l beyond it; or the winnowing fan is used to
pour grain over the Lride as she moves.*

From. this class of heliefs we reach a possible explanation of the use of
ail in wmarriage, hirth and death rvites. Oil is the essence of the tree or plant, and
aymhbolises the life, as fat is the essence of the animal sacrifice and always
invested with mystic significance. Thus, we have cases of the burning of the
resin of the sacred 84l tree as a means of expelling evil spirite.® One branch of
the Nigesar tribe uses oil in lien of vermilion, the survival of the bload cavenant.s
The use of oil at marriage is common. The bridegraom and bride are anointed
with 2 mixture of oil and turmeric, a mystic plant ; at a Dom marriage the fathers
of the pair spriukle oil and turmeric on the ground and invoke the Manes ta bring
the marviage to 2 happy issue; the women who dig the sacred earth receive a dole
of oil for their hair; the Nat widow at matriage has her head anointed; and
among the Bhuiyirs most significantly, the brifle’s father presses oil with his own
hand and sends it to the youth for hiz anainting?

So in the death rites it sywhbolises the food for the dead and among the
Bhuiyirs it is thrown into running water near the place of cremation ; wowmers
after the burning put oil on their toe-rings, or pass their feet through the smoke
of burning oil, or touch oil in which a tlower is placed, or rub themselves with oil
and turmeric—all devices to scare the ghost which may be clinging to them and

U Crocke, Popular Religion and Foll-love, i, 27, 292,
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avoid the death taboo! Tn the birth rites an old woman smears her hand with
oil and makes & mark an the wall before the cord is cut.?

By a conception akin to those which we have been considering it is easy fo
understand the desire to bring the married pair into communien with the
indwelling spirit which in savage belief causes the springs to flow and the rivers
to run. Thus we have the Greek cultug of the nymphs and the belief that rivers
and springs are Kourotrophoi, or nurturers of youth, to which the first hair of the
child, a sacrifice of part of the child himself, is dedicated. Among the Dravidians
the same helief shaws itself in many forms—in the pouring of water over the hands
of the wedded pair; in the Kalasa or sacred wedding jar placed in the pavilion,
in the feer washing which implies that the bride washes of all trace of her original
sept, and by tasting the water in which the feet of the bridegroom were washed
becomes adopted into his clan; in the sacramental wedding bath in which the
hride uses the water which served the same purpuse to her lord; in the floating
away in running water of the decorations used at the wedding, and many usages
of the same kind.? Hence, by a natural sequence, pouring water over a woman's
head is a symbol of divorce?

The same belief shows itself in the woman after child-birth solemnly walking
round the village well and smearing its platform with vermilion—again the
symbol of the blood covenant.®

We thus see that while theze Dravidian marriage rites embody zome very
primitive principles of marriage law, they alse show evidence of a clear evolution
of custom as the tribe emerges from the old jongle life, and they also illustrate the
influence of the usages of othey pecples aa the forest races come into contact with
a higher civilisation.

The same course of evolution is shown in the death rites to which I can now
anly very briefly direct your attention. The line of cleavage is generally taken to
lie hetween burial and cremation, the former prevailing among people soms of
whom merely wish to put their dead out of sight, others desire to retain their
spirits with them; the other adopted hy those who helieve that the spirit
etherealised and released by fire is thus enabled to rejoin the sacred dead in
& special heaven of their own. BDut this generalisation, attractive though it may
seem, hardly covers the whole ground. The value of the evidence from the
Dravidian people in this chapter of ritual is that we find among them a distinet
evolution of custom through all its successive stages. Some expose the dead,
others expose certain persons only ; some bury; others are in the transition stage
hetween burial and cremation ; others, again, practise water burial ¢r combine it
with cremation,

' Crooke, 2béd., 1i, 93, 284, 325, 417 ; iii, 433,
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But lere if is necessary to distinguish. It is, I Lelieve, the general rule that
children, among whom are included unmarried persons and those who have
received 1o further rite of initiation, are buried, not cremated.! Such persons are
regarded ag lying under a taboo; for until a child is solemuly introduced into the
tribe by the rites of hair shaving ar ear piercing, both forms of sacramental
sacrifice, he is regarded as a Bhiit or devil, and not subject to the tribal
restrictions connected with foad and so on. The same rule applies to those who
perish through infectious disease, suake bite or leprosy.®

Comblined with this taboo and wvery clozely counneeted with it iz the rule
under which priests, ascetics, spirit medicms, elders or mew of eminence, arve, as a
rule, interred, not cremated.  Such persons, if their bodies he preserved, are likely
to transmit to their survivors in whose neighbourhood they lie their mystic
powers, plety, and other virtues. Thus, among the Maghs, the bodiea of priests
and persens of high sacial position are dried, embalmed, and lkept for a year, after
which they are solemnly cremated.? The Tharus bury their eminent dead in the
houss, as the Vaishnava ascetics do* The Bishnois bury in the family cow-pen’
Among the Kanjars the spirit medium of their tribal god Mina is always buried.?
The Guefins, 3 sect of Saivite ascetics, are buried, and the grave ia filled with
salt.” But these rules are constantly subject to meodification. Thus, the
method of disposing of the dead amang the Gonds has changed in quite maodern
times ; their elders are cremated, and their women, wha, ag is common among
many savages, are conceived as aunbject to taboo, are huried. The old custom of
house burial has recently been superseded by the use of a ¢ribal cemetery.®

Ona of the earliest forma of disposal of the dead shows itself in the case of the
Musahars and many of the lower jungle races, who simply fling the corpse away in
the forest or do sa after only the most hasty and incomplete cremation.® The
Milés of Bengal expose in the jungle those who perish of snake-bite or other
violent death, the beliet being that such persons are faboo and their ghosts likely
to prove malignant, in which case it {s usually deemoed expedient for the survivors
to abandon the neighhourhoad, permanently ar for a time.!?

It ia a further development of the same idea which causes some of these
tribes to dispose immediately of the corpses of those who die in a state of tahno
and to perform their obsequies after a certain time when the tahoo is suppesed to
be removad. Thus, among the Kaseras thoze who die a violent death ave at once
thrawn into water, and cremated in effigy six months after death.'' So with the
Audhiyas, who fling into water the bodies of those who die by drowning or ather

v Risley, ibid., i, 94, 231, 499, 535, Crocke, ilid., i, 7.
+ Rigley, ibid., i, 510, 409 ; 1, 206, Crooke, i8id, i, 7.
* Rialey, dbid., ii, 34

+ Risley, ibid., ii, 318, 342 Crooke, ibid., iv, 394

+ Cracke, dhid., ii, 124. * Crooke, thid, il, 143,
* Craoke, thid., il, 469. * Crooke, thid., ii, 435
* Crooke, ibid., iv, 28. v Risley, ibid., i, 59

n Croske, ibid., iii, 170.
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accident, poison, cholera, small-pox or leprosy, and within a year cremate them in
effigy, a rule which also prevails among the Barhais.?

But in most cases we find these people in a stage of transition between hurial,
dispozal in running water or cremation. Thus, among the pure jungle-races those
who are mgre advanced cremate; those less exposed to Hindu influence bury.?

Others, again, perform a very imperfect cremation and then bury, as the
Bhangis do, who before burial scorch the face or hand, ar like the Kanjars, who
seorch the left thumb and then bury? There is some evideuce that a mixture of
rites like these prevailed among the early European Larrow-builders, and some
form of embalmment combined with cremation seems to have been the rule at
Myeenz; but the best anthorities appear to agree that if the early Greeks adopted
eremation it wag done only in a very imperfect way.*

We alac find among some of the Dravidian races the eustom af dizposing of
the corpse in rusning water, which does not seemn to be an Aryan rite, and
its appearance among the Gusfin ascetics seemns to point to their adaption of
some indigenous practices® Others, again, like the Musaharsf combine crema-
tion. with disposal hy water, and this has been adopted by modern arthodox
Hindus, who collect the bones at the pyre and subsequently fling them inio
some holy stream.

Lastly, we have cases in which all three mades of disposing of the corpse are
adopted. Thus, among the Aheriyas the richer people cremate, the poorer bury or
fling the corpse into water; Dows eremate, or bury, or scorch the corpse and
thraw it into water; the Hibfiras cremate, o bury, or fling into water or expose
in the jungle® Even among orthodox Hindus the three methods are adopted;
habies they bury; from babyhood till marriage or initiation they use water hurial ;
sdults they cremate. We may therefore conclude that various converging strains
of influence have combined to establish the current forms of death rites.

One very camumaon method of guarding against the evil influences of persons
in a state of taboo iz to bury the dead face downwards, to fill the grave with
thorns, fa pile a heavy cair over the remains? With all Dravidians the order of
hurial is to lay the head to the north and the feet towards the south, the land of
the dead, a helief which may have heen horrawed from them by the Hindus. FEwven
a more primitive rule is found among the Kabirpanthi Rantiyss of Bengal, who
bury the dead standing, of which there are instances in European tradition, as in

4 Craake, shid., i, 80, 184,

1 Crooke, ibid., i, 284 {Dharkérs); iii, 332 (Karwas) ; iii, 433 (Majhwira) ; Centrel Praviness
Gasetteer, 49 (Korkus). Crooke, thid., iv, 393 (Thirus), Risley, /bid, I, 62 (Banwérs) ; dbid, i, 81
(Banris) ; ibid, i, 136 {Binjhiyas); ibid., i, 299 (Goriyas), ibid., 1, 510 (Koras); dd., ii, 244
(Bavara). Croake, ihid, i, 286 (Bhangia).

1 Oraoke, dhid 1, 286 1 {il, 144,

*+ Schuchhardt, Ercevations, 162 seq. ; 298, 325 ser.

& Grooke, ibid., iv, 28 seq. ; i, 471, ¢ Craooke, ibid., iv, 99,

! Crooke, thid., i, 44 ; ii, 325, 476.

¢ Risley, ¢bdd., 1, A1, 231, 248, 310, Crocke, sbid, i, 44 ; iv, 66,
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the well-knawn case of Rare Ben Jonson We find, again, among the Sannyési
ascetics & survival of the practice comman among other savages of burying the
dead in a cramped sitting position, which symbolises the posture of the child in
the wornh of its mather.

I have, thus, at a length which may, I fear, be considered excessive,
endeavoured to Llring hefore you some considerations which may attract your
interest to a race which possesses no historical amnals, and which has secured
little attention from Englishmen, But particularly from an administrative
point of view, they are a peaple of na little importance. Not only does the
Queen-Empress rule sixteen millions of pure Dravidians, a population as large
as that of Spain, but Southern India has been in the main peopled by them,
and, as T have attempted to show, they form a large element in the population
of the northern part of the Peninsula, in many respects the most valuable and
interesting part of the Empire. It is on the development of this race that our
tenure of India mainly depends, Englishmen in India will always continue
ta form a garrison pledged to maintain the peace, and a small body of adminis-
trators whose task it is to develap the resources and train the native races to
take their place in. the government of the country. Buf the Englishman cannot
live and multiply among the rigorous surroundings of a tropical climate. Tt is
a remarkable but welancholy fact that there is not, I helieve, a single lineal
descendant in the third generation of the original settlers alive at the present
day. The progress of agriculture, which must always remain the leading Indian
industry, mainly depends on the Dravidian race.

Hence the study of this people is obvicusly one of great importance. And in
closing, T may venture to suggest that this Institute might be well advised to
suggest to the Indian Government a more extensive ethnological and anthrope-
metrical survey of them than has beep hitherto atteropted. We need one general
survey extending through the Peninscla from the shares of the Indian Ocean to
those of the Bay of Bengal, and linking together in one well organised scheme, the
Bhil of the West. with the Gonds of the Central Pravinces, and the Kol, Kharwir,
and Santil of the eastern portion of the platean. If I have succeeded in showing
that the ethnologist and student of primitive sociology has something to learn from
an investigation of these races, my aim in writing this paper will have been fully
attained.

! Risley, id, ii, 205. Croake, ibid., iv, 275; Wheatley-Cunningham, London Past and
Present, {ii, 473,





