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Commodore ROGGEWEIN

FOR THE

Discovery of SOUTHERN LANDS.

FEE G EE S EEE PR EES
CHAP. L

The Commodore fails fraﬂ; -the Texel avith three
Skips. The ill Bebavionr of a Swabber cn
board, and kis Puttifpment. The Crew greatly
difireffed for waut of Water. They are fur-
prized avith a firange Phenomenon, and arrive
off Porto, avbence they proceeded to St. Sebaf-
tians. 4 Defeription of the Toawn of St. Se-
batian, awith fome Account of the adjacem
Coustry, and the Bebaviour of ths Gowernor
till their Departure.

BOUT the year 1696, Mr. Roggeauvein

a gentleman, of the province of Zealand
formed a projeét for difcovering the vaft conti
ecsi, and the many iflands, fappofed to lic }i:
411



158 Commedore Roccewrin’s VOYAGE

much unlike, though fomething fmaller than
the nutmeg. It is without. tafte, and yields;
when chewed, a beautiful red kind of juice,
which the Indians make ufe of in painting thetr
chints. The tree that bears this nut is very ftrait,
and 1ts leaves refemble thofe of thé cocoa-tree,

The prevailing diverfion among thefe peo.
ple 1s a kind of farces, in which the women
are very richly. drefled ; but the entertainment
chiefly confifts in finging and dancing, accom.
panied by their mufic, which is not very agree.
- able, at leaft to Ewrgpean ears. ‘This mu-
fic only confifts. of little drums, which they
beat dexteroufly enough. Their dancing is
generally of the grotefque kind; they throw
their bodies with inexpreflible agility into a
vaft variety of poftures, exprefling the paf
{tons of the mind fo comically, thatit is almoft
impoflible to avoid laughing. Thefe Indiam
alfo pra&tife the war dance, in which the King
and his grandees often bear a part. They like-
wife amufe themf{elves with cock-fighting, and
lay fuch confiderable fums, that they often
recuce themfelves to begoary.

'This country abounds with all the neceffaries
of life: here are horned cattle, hogs, and at
amazing quantity of fowls. The only thing
that 1s {carce here 1s mutton. As to wild crea-
_ tures, they have buffaloes, ftags, tygers, and
the rhinoceros. Their land being every
where extremely fertile, .produces vaft quan
titics of pepver, cianamon, ginger, carda
mums, iice, {Fe. arnd of late years they hawv
planted ccffec with great fuccefs. As
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" for the Difcovery of Southern Lands. 159

fuit trees, fuch as cocoas, figs, &c. they .
row every where; and as they are green
roughout the year, and conftantly’ planted

in rows along the fides of therivers, there are

hére the moft beautiful walks in the world.

Sugar-canes abound here, and it 1s faid their

vines bedr grapes feven times a year, but they

aré fit only for raifins, and not for wine, be- |,
caufe the climate ripens them too haftily. The
fea and all the rivers produce an infinite va-
riety ‘of the fineft kinds of fifh, fo that it
may be fafely affirmed, that Fawa is one of the
moft plentiful and pleafant iflands in the world.
The Commodore, on his leaving ¥apara,
failed to the weft for about 70 leagues, and
thén, with as fair a wind as he could wifh, en-
tered the road of Barawia, where having fa-
luted the fort, he canfed both the thipsto an-
chor clofe to thofe that were lading for the

- voyage home. The crew now believed that

- 2ll their pains weré over, and that their fhips
fhould {peedsly fail witn thofe that were home-

ward bound ; but the moft flattering hopes are:

not always the beft founded. The Commo-
dore no fooner faw his fhips fafely anchored,
than he went with his Captain into the fhallop,
intending to go to Baravia; but they had
fcarcely rowed from the fhip’s fide, when they
faw the Commandant of Batawvia’s thallop row-
ing towards them, with the Fifcal on board,
and fome other members of the council. Thefe
gentlemen bid the Commodore go back, which
be did without the leaft hefitation ; and by the
time that both fhallops were within hearing of
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