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ledgaent to the reft of the royal family

for the difinguithed preference they

s:to the wrought of this king-
That your majefty's may be

bappy, lgng, and gloa will be the

coaftant prayer of us, your majefty’s

_-nl:faithfglﬂf;ub)e&s.

Wavers-Hall, .

«th Jan. 1768, Eb. Briggs, Clerk.

A Letter frem James Parfons, M. D.

F.R. S. te the Right Homourable the
Earl of Morton, Prefdet of the
Ruyal Society; o the doxble Horns of
vio Rbé

Rbémacerss.
[Read before the R. S. Feb. 27, 1766.]
My Lord,

HE N [ had the bonour of lay-
w ing my natural hiffory of the
Rhinoceros before this learned fociety
in 1743, which is printed in number
470, page 533, of the Tranfations, I
bad mot an opportunity of thewing a
dowble horn to the members ; I have,
therefore, taken this firft occafion to
entertain the prefest members with a

of 1 nable fpecimen of the horns
an African Rhinoceros, brought
from the Cape ot Good Hope, by my
curious and worthy friend Wiilam
ire, E{q; among many other cu-
m? prefuming that few of the
fociety bave ever feen a pair of the like
kind.  Bat what renders this fubje
the more particular, and worthy of ob-
fervation, is that, by means of know.
ing there is a fpecics of this animal,
baving always a double horn upon the
nofe, 1a Afrim,& Martial's {ead}ni B
inft the cntici{m of Bo-
£Mhtg:Mgd the true text tl‘:ef
at in an epigram upon
Bt eh oF this acimal; for when
Domitian ordered an exhibition of
wild beafls, as it was the cuftom of
feveral emperors, the poet fays:
The Rhinoceros tofled up a heavy
bear with his double horn :
Namgue gravem gemine corxn fic extalst
. -wrfim. .
and as Bochart knmew notbing of a
double korn, he changed this line both
in reading and fenfe, thuss )
Namyque gravi gemizam coran fic extalit
exrEm. .
as if two wild bulls were tofled up in-
to the air, by the firong horn of the
Rhimoceros. .
Mr. Maittaire adopted the moticn

Of the dexkie Horss of tbe Rhinoceros,

Jan,
of 2 fingle horn, but was of opinior
that the gemizum arrsm of Bochan
ought to have been plural, geminos cu.
ros, as being more elegant; and he
was followed by Doftors Mead and
Doaoglas, with this difference, that
thefe changed the exres for arfis, a
1magining they were rather bears than
bulls, that were thrown up by this
noble animal.

Our then worthy prefident Martia
Folkes, Efq; had (Zm amy account of
this fubje&, at the end of which, I
endeavoured, however prefumptuouily,
to defend Martial's reading againt
Bochart and the other eminent .per.
fons mentioned ; and defired I would
let it be read and printed, which I
very readily agreed to, as his requet
did me much bhonour. '

Before my paper was printed, M.
Maittaire and Doftor Douglas dieg;
and the learned Do&tor Mead was b
furviving critic, upom this line, o
the three. Upon this occafion, thers.
fore, I have a double pleafure ; firftio
amufing the prefent gentlemen with
mo# curious fpecimen in natural hil.
tory ; and, fecondly, in remembriog,;
in this place, the nice candor and
generofity of Dottor Mead upon thz
fubje&. For, about four months
ter the paper was printed, he receivd
a prefent of feveral curious fhelb
feeds, &c, and with them the bons
of the face of a youog Rhinocers
with two borns infsu, all intire, by
captain, of an African trader, wi¥
brought them from Angola.

As foon as he faw the horns, b
fent to invite me to breakfaft, aof
there, in company, ingenuoufly g
up his paft opinion, and declared fo
Martial ; and, indeed, I muft o
to the praife of that great man, thz
a3’ was happy in being frequentlz!
his houfe, [ was witne(s to many i
Anltances of the moft difinterefted cat
dor and generofity, where any paité
fcience was the_topic, among his &
friends.

This anecdote I thought propes
mention upon the prefent oca
nor can too much be faid to_his W
nour, among all lovers of philo
cal learning. I am, '

Your lordfhip’s
moft obedient fervant,
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horn of:the Rhinoceras here deferibed
is (cen in the PLaTE. The dimenfiops
are as follows, viz. The length of
the anterior horn, mealuring with a
ftring alang the convex fore part, Is
20 inches; perpendicular height 1§;
circumference 21 1 at the b__af;_; the
pofterior horn is in perpendicular
height 19 %3 circumference round the
bafe 18 : length of both bales together
upon .the' nafal bones 14; and .the
weight of bath together is 14 pounds
10 ounces: . .

The Rhbinoceros of the year 1739,
defcribed in the Tranfaftions, was
three years old ; and the horn not
three inches high ; and hence by com-
paring that witlr this, one may ima-
gine this to be many years old, per.
haps above twenty ; and that this ani-
mal lives to a great age,

It is alfo plain that the horns are
perpetual as are thale of oxen.

necdgtes of Luca Jordano, au gminent
Painter,

UCA Jordano was born in Na-
|4 ples in the year 1632, in the
eighbourhood of Jofeph Ribera,
tled Spagnoletto; a native of Va-
ncia in-Spain, and difciple of Cara-
agio; whofe works attraed Luca fo
owerfully, that he left his childith
mufements for the pleafure he found
looking on them. Luca's father {a
iddling painter) finding in his fon
o manileft an Tclination for painting,
laced ‘him under the directians of
ibera, with whom he made fo great
dvances, ‘that, at feven years old,
is drawings were furprizing. Hear-
ng that at Venice and Rome were
any excellent models for painting,
¢ privately left Naples and went to
ome; and from Rome he and his

At every place
Luca made fketches and ftudies from

the works of all the great mafters,
but particularly Paul Veronefe,” al-
%ays propofing him for a model to
himfelt, His fgathcr who fold his de-
figns and fketches at a great price,
kept him clofe to his work; and that
¢ might not quit jt, prepared his
dimner for him himfelf, often caliing
Mim Luca fa preflo, or difpatch: a
e which he always retained. Lu-
3 was 2 great copyilt; and the num-

er of his ftudies gave bim a {urpriz«
Jan. 1968,

Ayecdotes of Luca Jordano.
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ing eafinefs, and was the firlt rife to

the elevation of his thoughts: but

bejng defirous of gaining a bigher de-

gree of perfe&ion, Luca and his fa-

ther fet out for Florence, and there

copied the works of Leo da Vingi,

Michael Angclo, and Andrew del

Sarto. Then he returned to Rome,

whence after a fhort ftay he went

back to Naples, and tiere married.

Luca quitted his mafter’s manner, and

by having a happy memory he recol-

lected the manners of all the preat

mafters, which occafioned Bellori to

wiite ¢ that he was Jike the inge-

nious bee, ‘that had extratted bis

honey from the flowers of the works

of the belt artifts, and had the art

of imitating them fo weil as to occa-

fion frequent miftakes.” Some of -his

piftures getting into Spain, pleafed

Charles IT fo that he engaged him to

comedto his court in 1692, to paint

the Efcurial, .(his palace)s The king

and queen often went to fee him work,
and commanded hiin to be covered in

their prefence, In the fpace of twmo

years Be finifhed the ten arched roofs

and the ftair.cafe of the Efcurial.
He was {o cngaged to his bufinefi,
that he did not reft from it pn holj-
days ; for which.a.painter of .his ag-~
‘quaintance upbratded him: to whom
he pleafantly. anfwered, ¢ If I was
to let my pencils reft, they would
grow rebellious; and I fhould not be
-able to "briitg’ them to- order;withoug
tmmpling on them.” His lively hu.
mour and {mart repartees amuled "the
whole court. Thé queen of Spain one
day enquiring after his family, wanted
to know what fort of a- woman fiis
wife was: Luca painted ‘her on tlie
fpot, in a pi®ure he was at work on,
and thewed her to the quesn’; who
was the more furprized, as (he hid
not perceived what he was about ; but
was fo plealed, that the took off her
pearl necklace, and defired him to
prelent his wife with it in her name.
The king being defirous of a com-
panion to a picture -he thewad
him, which was painted by Baffan,
Luca painted one for him fo exaétly
in his manner, that it-was faken for
a pi&ure of that mafter. Thé king,
in return, knighted him, gave him
feveral places, made one of his {Hhs a
captain of horfe, and nominated aro-
ther judge and prefident of the V“‘t
F ria

.
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