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Of the RHINOCEROS.  

NEXT to the elephant, the Rhinoceros is 
the moit powerful of animals. It is ufually 
found twehe feet long, from the tip of the 
nofe to the i r i k t i on  of the tai l;  from iis to 
feven feet high ; and the circumference of its 

body is nearly equal to its length. It is, there- 
fore, equal to the e1eplla~lt in balk: and if it 
appears much fmaller to the eye, the reafon is, - 
that i t s  legs are much ihorter. Words cnn 

convey but a very confufed idea of this ani- 
mal's ihape; and yet'thete are few fo reemark- 
ably formed : its head is furnikcd with an horn, 
groaving from the fnout, Sometimes three feet 
and an 'half long; nnd but for this, that  part 
would have the appearance of the head of nn 
hog; the upper lip, however, is much longer 
in proportion, ends in  a point, is very pliable, 
frrves to collekt its food, -and deliver it into the 
mouth : the ears areelarge, ere&, and pointed ; 
the eyes are , h a l l  and piercing; the &in is 
naked, rough, knotty, and, lying upon the 
body in  folds. after a very peculiar faillion: 
~ h e r c  are two folds very remarkable ; one abovr 
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the fhoulders, and  another over the rump:  tj:c 

i n ,  which is of a dirty brolrfn colour, is 
thick as to t u rn  the edge of a fcymitar, and to  
rejiR a mdket-ball: the belly hangs lolr.; 
the  lcgs are fllort, ilrotlg. and thick, and the 

hoofs divided into three parts, each @ n t h g  
forward. . 

Such is the general outline of an animal that 
appears chiefly formidable fi-om thc horn  grow- 
ing from its fnout ; and formed rather for war, 
than with a propenfity to engage. T h i s  horn, 
is fometilnes found from three. to three feet 
and an half long growing from the folid 
bone, and To dirpofed, as to be marlaged t o  
the greatelt advantage. It is compoCed of tile 
moR iblid fubfiance; and pointed CO as to in- 
fli& the mofi fatal wounds. T h e  elephant, the 
boar, or the buffalo, are,obliged to Arike tranr- 
verfely with their weapons; but the rhinoceros 
employs all his force with every blow; fo thai 
the tigct will more ~villingly attack any other 
aoimal of the fore& than one whore Rrength is 
fo juitly emplayed. Indeed, there is no force 
which this terrible animal has to apprehend: 
defended, on every fide, by a thick horny hide, 
which the c l a h s , ~ f  the  lion or the tiger are 
unable to and armed before with a 

weapon that even the elephant *clues not chuk 
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to oppof'e. The  mifioners affure us, that the 
elephant is often found dcnd in  the foreits, 
pierced with the horn of a rhinoceros; and 
though it looks like wifdom to doubt whatever 
they tell us, yet l cannot help giving credit to 

what they relate on this occafion, particularly 
when confirmed by Pliny. The combat between 
these two, the mofi fo r~~~idable  animals of the 
foreit, muR be very dreadful. E m a i ~ u e l ,  k ing  
of Portugal, willing to  try their Ltrength, 
aailally oppofed them to each other; and  thc 
elephant was defeated. 

But though the rhinoceros is thus formi- 
dable by nature, yet irnaginntiorl has not fhilcd 
to exert itfelf, in  adding to its terrors. T h e  
Eent is hid t o  be nloR esquilite; and it is 
affirmed that it conforts with the tiger. It is 
reported alfo, that when it has overturned a 
man, or any other animal, it continues to lick 
the f leh quite from the bone with its tongue, 
which is hid to be extremely rough. All this, 
however, is fabulous: the fcent, if u7e may 
judge from the expanfion of the olfaRory 
nerves, is not greater than that of an hog, 

which we know t o  be indifferent; it keeps 
company with  the tiger, only becaufe they both 
frequent watery places in the buroing cli~nates 
rrherc they are bred; a n d  as to its rough 



tongnc, tbat is To fafar from the truth, that  no 

animal of near its f ze has fo foft a one. I 
have often felt i t  rnyklf," lays Ladvocat, in his 
dekription of' this animal; '' it is fmooth, foft, 
and {mall, like tbat of a dog; and to the feel 
it appcars as if one pa i r4  the hand over velvet, 
I have ofien feen it lick a young man's face 
mho kept it; and both feemed pleafed wjth the  
a&ion. " 

T h e  rhinoceros which was fljecvn at London 
in r739, and defcribcd by Doaor  Parfons, had 
been k n t  from Bengal. Though it was very 
young, nut being above two years old, yet the 
charge of his carriage and food f om India, coA 
near a thouhnd pourlds. i t  was fed with  rice, 
fug=, and hay : it was daily i'upplied wit h fcven 
pounds of rice, mixed'with three of hgar, di- 
vided into three portions; it was given great 
quantities af hay and grafs, which it chiefly 
pderred; its .drink waa water, which i t  rook 
in gteat  quantities. . I t  was of s gentle dif- 
paiitim,. and permitted itfelf to be -touched 
and h s d l e d  by all vifitors, never attempting 
mii&ie< ercept i~henabufed, or when i~tmgry; 
in farh a a l e ,  there was no method d ap- 
@ng i t s  fury, bunt by g iv ing . i t  fometbing to 
eat. When .angry, i t  would j ump  up againR 
the walls of its room, with great violence ; and, 
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hang efforts to efcape, but feldom attempted 
to attack its keeper, and was alrvays f i lb~ni f f i r~  
to his threats. It had a peculiar cry, fome~\*llat 
a lnisture between the grunting of a hog, and 
thc b e l l o ~ ~ ~ i n g  of a calf', 
- 

The age of thefe animals is not cvelI known ; 
i t  is faid by tome, that they bring forth at three 
years old, and if w e  inay reafon from analogy, 
it is probable they feldom live till above t w e n t y  - 
That which was h e w n  in London, was faid by 
its keeper, to be eighteen pears old, and even 

at that age, he pretended to confider i t  as a 
young one; however, i t  died ihortly after, and 
that probably in the  courfle of nature. 

T h e  rhinoceros is a native of the dcicrts of 
Afia and Africa, and is uiunlly found in  t h o f ~  
extenfire foreffs, that are frequentetl by the 
elephant and the lior~. As i t  lubtiIts entirely up- 
on  vegetable food, i t  is peaceful and harmlefv 
among its fellows of the brute creation; but, 
though it never provokes to combat, it equally 
difdains to fly. It is every nay fitted for war, 
but reRs content in  the confcioufneis of its 
fecurity. It is particularly fond of the prickly 
branches of trees, and is feen t o  feed upon fttch 
thorny firubs as would be dangerous to other 
animals, either to gather, or to fwallow. The  
prickly points of thefe, however, may only 
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ferve'to give a poignant relih to this animal's 
palate, and may anf~ver the fame grateful ends 
in Cearoning its banquet, that Cpices do in 
heighten; ng ours. 

I n  f on~e  parts of the kingdom of ALa, where 
the natives are more defirous of appearing war- 
Jikc than filewing thcmfelves brave, thcfe ani- 
mals are tamed, and led into the field to Arike 
terror into the enemy ; but they are always an 
unmanageable and reAi ve animal, and probably 
Inore dangerous to  the employers, than thofe 
whom they are brought to oppoie. H 

The method of taking them, is chiefly 
~~a tc l l i r l g  them, till they are found either ill 
iame rnoiit or nlarnly place, where, like hogs, 
they are fond of fleeping and wallowing. They 
then dcitroy the old one with fire arms, for no 
weapons, that are thrown by the force of man, 
are capable of entering this animal's hide. If, 
when the old one is defiroyed, there happens 
to be a cub, they feizc and tame it: there 
animals are fometimes taken in. pit-falls, covered 
with green branches, laid in thofe paths which 
the Rhinoceros makes in'going from the fore& 
t o  the river fide. 

There are rolne varieties in  this animal, as 
in mofi others; Come of them are found in  
.Africa with a double horn, one growing above 



the other; this weapon, if confidered in iticlf, 
is one of the firongefi, and moR dangerous, 
that Nature furnifhrs to any part of the animal 
creation. T h e  horn is entirely folid, formed 
of the hardeit bony f~bfiance, growing from 
the upper maxillary bone, by fo firong an apo- 
phyfe, as ieemingly to make but one part with 
it. Many are the medicinal virtues that are 
afcribed to this horn, when taken in powder; 
but there qualities have been attributed to it, 
without any real foundation, and make only 
a frnall part of the many fables which this cxi 
traordinary animal has given rile to. 




