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his life, deferibes that capital* as confifting
cf three cities, which he denominates Seiri,
Gehanpenah, and Od Delhi. Seirt was in-
velted with a ftrong circular wall ;4 O!d Delhi,
or the ancient Inderput, had likewife a circu-
lar wall, but far mcre confiderable in extent.
Gehanpenah occupied the fpace between the
two cities, and was confiderably larger than
either: the walls by which it was fortified
running on each f{ide in parallel lines, and
connelting the two former cities. The me-
tropchis, thus formed of three great cities,
fprcad over a very wide extent of ground; and,
according to Shcrifeddin, had no lefs than
thirty, others fay fifty, gates. It was cele-
brated, he informs us, for a moique of afto-
nithing dimenfions, and for a palace of admi-
rable magnificence, which was crected by Ma-
lek Jona, an ancient king of India, and was
ornamented with a thoufand marble columns.

The
o Ceo Sherine dd Tlemiur Deo, voioi. plfs
+0n e A-eon ARLosy Selil 1 Ui o bve been built by
O..120 4 W€

¢ Mr Finch, ene of the Artoand meft refpedtable vifizants of
Tediaim tae laft contursy in duenibing e ruin: of Oid Deihi, par-
tewiiiizer the reminins of el augur file, walen nt waat period,
(62 le moie to.n 272 veurs arter fimuer’s nvefion, was
roJdieed 2wy towh ©ole cldls amee o raey, worn out, and
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The Perfian authors are lavifh in their praifeg
of this great and beautiful metropolis. The
feat of voluptuoulnefs, and the central repo-
fitory of whatcver the vaft traffic, carried on by
the Indian merchants with Perfia, Arabia, and
China, produced, 1t abounded with coftly ra-
rities of cvery kind; the tribute of the moft
diftant ¢limes, the labour of the moft fkilful
artificers. But a favage conqueror now ap-
proached, before whom the pride of India and
the delight of her fovereigns muft bow the
head. Through a deluge of human blood,
fhed in his progrefs from Samarcand to India,
and frefh from the unprovoked maffacre of
100,coo captive Hindoos, who were left ex-
piring almoft beneath its walls, the mercilefs
Timur preffed on to its deftrution.  He en-
tered the city in triumph, on the 4th of Ja-
nuary, 1399. The great {tandard of the Tar-
tarian empire was inunediately erected on 1ts
walls ; and the ulurper, ieated upon the throne
of India, in all the pride of conqueft, received
the proftrate obeifance of the nobility of both
nations. The royal elephants and rhinoceros,
adorned with rich trappings of goid and filver,
were brought to the foot of the throne, and,
inftructed by their leaders, made the ja/aam of
gratulation, Some days were confumed in

rewarding
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rewarding with fuitable honours the princes
and generals of the victorious army, in ban.
quets of unbounded magnificence, and in in-
fulting heaven with the grateful vows of fuc-
cefsful tyranny. At length, on fome refiftance
reluctantly made by the inhabitants to the
wanton outrages of their conquerors, Delhi,
and all the wonders it contained, was given
up to be pillaged by an enraged foldiery ; and,
on the 13th of the fame month, ¢ that great
and proud city was deftroyed.” We may form
fome judgment of the enormous booty ob-
tained in this general pillage, from the ac-
count given by the fame author of the number
of flaves made captive, and of the immenfe
quantities of precious ftones, pearls, rubies,
diamonds, gold and filver veflels, money, and
bullion, carried away by the army. Even the
Indian women and girls are {aid to have been
adorned with a profufion of precious ftones,
and had bracelets and rings of gold and
jewels, not only on their hands and feet, but
alfo on their toes. Of thefe precious orna-

ments every individual had fecured {o ample a
ftore, that they refufed the incumbrance of
more, and vaft heaps of various plunder of
ineftimable vat.ie were left behind. Thele arc
nearly the words of the Perfian author, wi

bears
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faid to produce two harvefts in a year. Here
grow moft of the fruits of Perfia, Tartary,
and Hindoftan, with a great variety of
flowers. Throughout this foobah are many
grand buildings of ftone and brick ; and it is
ftored with the preductions of every part of
the globz. A part of the northern mountains
of this foobah is cailed Kamaoon, where there
are mines of gold, lead, filver, iron, copper,
orpiment, and berax.  Here are alfo found
abundance of mufk-deer, fiik-worms, falcons
of various kinds, and plentv of heney.

The city of Delht has been already deferibed
at large.  Sembhel (Sambul) 1s the city next
deferving notice, m which 1s a Brahmin place
of worllip called Hurmundel, where it is
faid the tenth Avatar will make his appear-
ance. \Whenever he comes, and under what-
ever form, things will be found f{trangely
altered in thefc parts fince the period of the
lalt Avatar, or the benevolent Boodh's ap-
prarance among the Hindoos. In fircar Semb-
hel the rhinoccros is frequently hunted. Of
his {kin they make fhields, and his horn 1s
appiied to the ends of bows, wherc the ftring
is faftened. Sehrind is called a famous city;
it was doubtlefs the Serinda whence filk was

brought in the time of Jultinian; and, al-
though
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though Mr. Rennel obferves that no mention

1s made of a (ilk-manufature at this place in
the Ayeen Akbery, yet he muft have noticed
that, a few lines above, this foobah is faid to
abound in filk-worms. Tanaffar is held fa-
cred by the Hindoos, The river Sirfutty, to
which they pay profound adoration, runs near
1t; and in its vicinity is the venerated lake
Koorkhet. This was the fcene of the Ma-
habbarat, or the great war. The city of
Huftnapore was the imperial refidence of ra-
jah Behruat, a prince renowned for juftice and
fove of his fubjeCts; of whom, and his
capital of Huftnapore, or Haftinapore, much
more will be faid hereafter.

This foobah contains eighty fircars, fub-
divided into 232 pergunnahs. The revenue
15 60,16,15,555 daums; out of which
3,39,75,739 daums are Seyurghal.

The Seiks, that rifing and powerful ftate
before-mentioned, connected together by a
{trong federal union, arc at this day in pof-
feffion of the weftern parts of Delhi. The
fouthern region, extending quite to the city
of Delhi, fucceflively under the controul of
the Jauts and Nudjuff Khan, has been of
late years feized upon by Sindia, who permits
Shah Aulum, his royal prifoner, to reign

king





