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LORD KEEPER GUILFORD,

King was careful, by not yielding to thefe Men, to fave himfelf, The
Speech of this noble Lord at the Council, in his drawling Way, is re-
lated in the Examen, and will ferve to illuftrate the Politicks of that
Peer., The King: could not, at that Time, bear with him long, but
wurned him out; and fo the Council was purged ; for the reft of the
party were difbanded, or left out, or deferted about the fame Time,
All this was lefs ftrange than his coming in again. We thought that
the Duke of York had not Intereft enough to have done it without the
Adjunét of the French Ladies, whofe Favour, with Money and Court-
hip, he failed not to purchafe. It is certain that he was a moft fafti-
dious Averfion to the Lord Keeper North, They fay that Animals,
out of a Contrariety of their Natures, have a mutual Antipathy, and can
fearce bear the Sight of each other. I know well that his Lordthip
fearce ever faw, or {poke of him, without a Chagrin; and, after he
was reftored to the Secretary’s Office, and Place in the Cabinet, his

Lordfhip declared he had no Hopes of any Good at Court. Nor was

this noble Lord behind-hand with his Lordfhip, in his kind Thoughts
towards him ; which, {prouting out in Speechesand Actions,were as vene-
mous as the deadly Nightthade; but, for want of apt Concurrents, as to
all Harm to his Lordfhip, or his Reputation, vain and enecrvous, He
laid a Plot to faften a Whore upon his Lordfhip, that he might lofe
the Reputation he had of Moral Virtue untainted. That he rode upon a
Rhinoceros, that he might be defpifed ; and other Stratagems as filly,
of which a particular Account will be given elfewhere: And all this
without the leaft Offence, by Word, or Action, on his Lordfhip’s Part
o difguft him. But the Canker was his Lordfhip’s unmoved Con-
ftancy and Fidelity te the Church and Monarchy fettled by Law, both
which his Lordfhip (the Earl) wrought to overturn: And he could not
bear fuch an Obftacle in his Way, without attempting to remove it,
IHowever, fuch Enmities, at Court, have the Effect of Friend(hips
cliewhere: For a Man is known by his avoiding, as well as by his herd-
i, with particular People. 1 mult not forget to add here, that his
Lordfhip, by his external Behaviour, with Refpect to this State Secre-
tary, made no Refentments for his Clandeftine Injury, but kept that
cven Temper with him as the King's Affairs required he fhould do. His
ord(hip had a Brother in Law, who, being a Courticr, and of a lofty
Genius, habituated in the gaming Socicty of that Lord, and was fo
fir impofed on as to mediate a ncarer Converfation with him; and it
went fo far, that his Lordfhip yielded to a Proje¢t of an Invitation by
dming with the Secretary ; and 1 had the Flonour to be there: But I
mult fay, that I never fuw fo filent a Peaft as that was,  "There was
hetle to be amended, for little was fid on either Side, We came away s

uid Lis Lordthip chofe to be fo far rude as not to crofs invite, rather
than

23[



LORD KEEPER GUILFORD. 279

and not one of their fiale Trumpery. But his Lordfhip had deeper Re-
fections that, befides the fullying his Character, if he had fuch 5
Snake in his Bed, they would find a2 Way to come, by her, into hig
moft retired Intentions, For the Courtiers knew the Ufe that, in Po.
litics, might be made of the fair Ladies, whom they could charm
better than his Lordthip; and no Spy like a Female,

When thefe pointed Darts would not lay hold, they were contented A treacherous.
to throw Dirt; as appears from what they inferted in a News Paper, of plandle held

) . . . . orth and re-
his Lordthip’s Behaviour in the Weftern Circuit; a full Account of pulid.
which may be found in the Examen. And whoever looks into that
Time, will find a ftrange Tendency to {plit the Laws againft thofe

who do not go to Church; that is to fay Recufants, And fome Votes

of the Houfe of Commons look’d that Way ; as if it were a Grie-
vance that thofeLaws were made to extend to Se@aries, who are foft]

ftyled Proteflant Diffenters; fuch as Prefbyterians, Quakers, Anabaptifis,

&e. But the Judges, as his Lordfhip in particular, and Juftice Fones
(who, though abfent at Taunton, defired to be comprifed in the Ad-
vertifement) had not fuch 4 Notion of Law as, for any Body’s Hu-
mour, to treat plain Words and Expreflions, as a Nofe of Wax, to

bend one Way or other to gratify Parties, But the Charge given by

the Earl, as Secretary, to the Judges to that Effe®, was an Ignis fatuus,

or Will in the Wifp, of the Fation, concerted to miflead, at leaft,

with fhewing a Feint of Indemnity, to feduce them,

I have elfewhere noted that, during the Reign of King Charles II. Culumny
Calumny, againft his Lordfhip, at Court, was kept under; for he “.]‘ip‘h"”dﬂf
would not fuffer his Mimics to fool with the Perfons of his Minifters of }:_Il{ffgm
that he had a Value for. But, in the next Reign, when the Roman whenitbegan
Catholic Defigns began to work, and his Lordfhip was found utterly * &
unfit for their Purpofes, and the Court Inftruments, of which the Earl
of Sunderland was the chief, were employ’d to fhake him off, that the
Lord feffries might come cn, then the Reins were let loofe to Ca-
limny ; and when- no Mifdemeanour could be found to harp upon,
they fell, like foolith Clowns, to call Names, as they fay; and no
scruple was made to vilify him, as the unfitteft Man that ever fat in
lis Place: Partial, paffionate, unreafonable, impotent, corrupt, arbi-
tary, Popifh, and ignorant,  Any Thing to make him avoid the Room.

But his Lordfhip cared not to humour thefe Barkers, or to quit his
Place, till he might do it with Sa/ve to his Dignity.

To thew that his Lordfhip’s Court Enemics, the Earl of Sunder- The foolim
land in particolar, were hard put to it to find, or invent, fomcthing I'{)h‘m::(::‘)‘s‘
wreport, tending to the Diminution of  his Character, T fhall give an lis LowdMhip
Account of the moft impudent buffoon Lye raited upon him, and, wuch roila

.' - . ey . L A Ry tc
with brafen Aflirmations of Truth to it, difperfed from the Court one ™
Morning,
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The LIFE of the late

Morning, that ever came into Fools Heads; and Satan himfelf woylg
not have own’d it for his legitimate Iffue. It fell out thus: A Me,.
chant, of Sir Dudley North’s Acquaintance, had brought overan engr.
mous Rhinoceros, to be fold to Shew-men for Profit. It is a nobje
Beaft, wonderfully arm’d by Nature for Offence; but more for De.
fence, being cover'd with impenetrable Shields, which no Weapo,
would make any Impreffion upon; and aRarity fo great, that few Mep

.in our Country, have, in their whole Lives, Opportunity to fee fo fingu.

lar an Animal. This Merchant told Sir Dudley North, that if Tm,
with a Friend or two, had a Mind to fec it, they might take the Qp.
portunity at his Houfe, before it was fold. Hereupon Sir Dud/ey
North propofed to his Brother, the Lord Keeper, to go with hin
upon ‘this Expedition ; which he did, and came away exceedingly f,.
tisfied with the Curiofity he had feen. But whether he was dogged,
to find out where he and his Brother houfed in the City, or flying
Fame carried ‘an Account of the Voyage to Court, I know not; by
it is certain that, the very next Morning, a Bruit went from thence 4|
over the Town, and (as factious Reports ufe to run) in a very (hort
Time, viz. that his Lordfhip rode upon the Rhinoceros ; than which
a more infantine Exploit could not have been faften’d upon him, And
moft People were ftruck with Amafement at it ; and diverfe run licre
and there to find out whether it was true or no. And, foon after Dip-
ner, fome Lords and others came to his I.ord(hip to know the Truth
from himfelf; for the Setters of the Lye affirm’d it pofitively, as of
their own Knowledge. That did not give his Lordfthip much Diitur-
bance; for he expected no better from his Adverfaries. But that his
Friends, intelligent Perfons, who muft know him to be far from
guilty of any childifh Levity, fhould believe ir, was what roiled him
extremely; and much more, when they had the Face to come to him
to know if it were true. I never faw him in fucha Rage, and to lyy
about him with Affronts (which he keenly beftow’d upon the mine
Courtiers that came on that Errand) as then; for he fent them away with
Fleas in their Ear.  And he was ferioufly angry with his own Brotha
Sir Dudley North, becaufe he did not contradict the Lye in fudden and
dire Terms; but laugh'd, as taking the Queftion put to him fora
Banter, till, by Iterations, he was brought to it. For fome Loris
came, and becaufc they feem’d to attribute fomewhat to the avow'd
Pofitivenefs of the Reporters, he rather chofe to fend for his Erother
to atteft, than to impofe his bare Denial.  And fo it pafled 5 and the
noble Earl, with *feffries, and others of that Crew, made merry, and
never blufhi’d at the Lyc of their own making ; but valued themitelve
upon it, as a very good Jelt,
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