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a temporary want, they flecp away their
time, until, prefled by famine, they
again renew the dangers of the foreft.
In thefe excurfions, they frequent-
ly encounter the lion, the rhinoceres,
the hippopolamus, the buffalo, We bywna,
the panther or the tiger.  All are
their food ; and they frequently de-
"vout them without teuching the fire.
The oxen, which they poflefs in fuch
abundance, it might reafonably be fup-
~ pofed, would protect thém from want;
‘but the natives prefer the fleth of the
wild and carnivoreus animals of the
defert, to the moft delicate and nutric
tious parts of the fheeportheox. The
latter are kept by them, chiefly, qas
" beafts of burden, or for the purpofes of
war ; and intraining them for.offenfive
‘operations, they difcover a moft extra-
ordinary fagacity. They not only in-
firuét the ox to charge. an enemy with
all his firength, but in the confufion-of
the battle, todiftingufh his friends, and
affift them in the combat. Thefe crea-
tures are alfo inftructed to protet their
~ flocks from the ravages of fuch wild
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merous, and fo perpetually on the look
out, that he was amazed at our travelling
with any degree of fecurity ; but when
he confidered that we came through a
part of Caffraria, o infefted with car-
nivorous animals, that people could ne-
ver: travel fafely but in parties, and well
armed, he declared our being thenin his
houfe appeared to him a kind of miracle.
T took this opportunity of giving our
worthy hoft a properidea of the Tambe-
¢his. His mind had been poifoned by
fome of his depredating neighbours, and
nevergoing on fuch partics himfelf, had
éntertained thefe prejudices without
having any opportunity of knowing the
contrary. He appeard much pleafed at
the conduct of the Tambochis during our
abode in their country, and declared
this circumftance alone would relieve
him from many hours of uneafinefs.
‘His fequeftered manfion was nearly
furrounded by trees, on which were
hung to dry, the kins of /fiens, tigers,
pantbers, and other deftruétive animals,
killed in the vicinity of his own habita-
gion, I obferved alfo the carcales of
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two enormous creatures, lying near the
door, which had the appearance of being
recently deftroyed. He told me they
were two rhinpceroses that his fons had’
killed but the day before on| their ownt
land. This gave rife toa narrative fe<
fpecting thefe animals, which the good
man related with great circumfpection,
and which appeared to me fo very extra«
~ ordinary, that I determined to record It
for the fatisfaltion of the curious.
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«“ Thefe creatures, faid the farmer,
are more {avage, and infinitely more
to be dreaded, than any other animal
of thedeferts. Even the /ion, when
he perceives a rhinoceros, will fly from
him on theinftant. 1 had a proof of
this, faid he, about two years ago.
As 1 was traverfing my lands in the
morning, I perceived 2 Jion enter a
thicket, about the diftance of half 2
mile from the place where I ftood.
In a few minutes after I obferved a
Jecond, then a 1bird, and a fourth
came ; they {eemed to follow oncanoc-
ther at their Icilure, and, in lefs than

“ an hour, 1 counted nine that entered
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“ their meeting, and I concealed myfelf

¢ for the purpofe. After waiting for ra-
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the fame woed. Never having f{een:

fo many of the {ame fpecies together,
I was defirous to know the event of

ther more than an hour in my lurking

¢ place, without either fecing any of
€<

them, or hearing any noife from the

¢ quarter where they lay, I began tode-
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fpair of having my curiofity in the
leaft gratified. Atlength, I perceive

ed a rhinoceros of uncommon magni-

tude approach the wood. He f{lood
motionlefs for about five minutes,’
when he arrived at 2 {mall diftance
from the thicket, then toffed up his
nofe, and at laft fcented the animals
that lay concealed. In an inftant I
faw him dart into the woed, and in
the {pace of ahout five minutes after-
wards I obferved a// the /ions fcamper
away in different directions, and ap-
parently in the greateft confternation,
The rhinoceros beat about the wood
in purfuit of his enemies for a con-
fiderable time; but not finding any,

$ he broke cover at laft and 2ppeared
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« on the plain. He then looked around
“* him, and, enraged at his difappoint=
““ ment, began tearing up the earth,
 and difcovered every fign of madnefs
« and defperation. I remained quietly:
“ in my retreat until the animal difaps
« peared, and then returned to my
** houfe.”’ .

This anecdote I thought worthy of bea
ing publithed ; but I now return to my
Rarrative. o : |
. We flept this night on facks, which
our hoft had arranged for our accommo=
dation. During the time we were at
‘breakfaft on the fucceeding morning;
our benefactor entertained us with fome
very interefting obfervations refpecting
the country where he refided. He par<
ticularly ftated the hardfhips, which the
colonifts endured from the reftriétive
orders and perfecuting condud of the
government at the Cape. 1 have lcad
“ ore, faid he, on my ewn farm, fo
“ near the {urface that we can fcrape it
 up with our hands, and yet we dare,
“ not touch 1t—If we were known to
% melt and ufe a fingle pound of .it, we:





