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peradventure be at this place contiguous to the firm
land of America., We have, befides all this, made

feveral obfervations concerning the variation of the
needle upon tides, upon the length of a fingle pen-

dulum, which may however contribute fomething to
the perfection of arts and {ciences.

Yet thefe general obfervations have not fo much
taken up our time but that we have fpared fome to
examine what there is i the Eat moft curious, in
the way of natural philofophy, anatomy, and bo-
any.

Our {ojourning at Siam afforded us an opportuni-
ty to view {everal particular animals, which we {fel-
dom or never fee in Europe; as for example, the
elephant, the nature of which we have deferibed, as
alfo its dociblenefs, ftrength, courage, dexterity, the
interior and extertor contexture of all its parts ; to-
~ether with .divers other properties, that the very
people ot that country, that are accuftomed to
them, cannot chufe but admire.

There have we feen tigers, much different from
thofe that are fometimes to be {een in France, and
other countries ; whether you look upon the colour,
which 1s reddifh fallow, interlaced with large black
ftreaks, or whether you refpet the bignefs, which
lometimes is equal to the bignefs of horfes ; they
call them Royal Tigers : thofe they call Water T1-
gers do exactly refemble a cat. They live upon fifh,
but do commonly live in woods, or upon the banks
of rivers.

There are likewife to be feen your rhinoceros’s, one
of the oddeft animals in the world, in my opinion ;
It hath fomerefemblance with a wild boar, only it is a
ittle bigger, the feet of it fomewhat thicker, and
the body more clouterly fhaped ; its hide 1s covered
all over with thick large {cales, of a blackifh co-
our, of an extraordinary hardnefs; they aredivided
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into little {quares or buttons, nifing about a quartet
of an inch above the fkin, in 2 manner like thofe
of the crocodile ; its legs feem to be engaged in
a kind of boot, and its head wrapped about be.
hind with a flat capuche, or monk’s hood ; which
made the Portuguefe to call him the Indian Monk:
its head is thick and grofs, its mouth not wide, its
muzzle thruft out and armed with a long thick homn
that makes him ternble to the very tigers, buffalo’,
and elephants. |
But that, which feems the moft admirable in this
animal, 1s its tongue, which nature hath cover-
ed with fuch a rough membrane, that it differs
but little from a file, {o that it fleas off the fkin
of all that it licks. In a word, as we {ee {fome ani-
mals here that make a good ragouft of thiftles,
whofe hittle pricks tickle the fibres or the extre-
mities of the nerves of the tongue ; {o likewife
your rhinoceros takes delight in eating branches of
trees, armed on all fides with fhuff thorns : I have
often given it fome of them, whofe prickles were
very hard and long, and I admired how cunning-
ly and greedily it bended them immediately, and
champed them in its mouth without doing itfelf
any harm. °Tis true indeed, they fometimes drew
blood of him, but that very thing made them
more pleafant to the tafte; and thefe little flight
wounds made probably no other imprefiion upon
its tongue, than falt and pepper does upon ours.
What is to be feen, in the ifle of Borneo, 18 Vet
more remarkable, and furpaficth all that ever the hif-
tory of animals hath hitherto related to be moft ad-
mirable. The people of the country aflure us, 8

a thing notorioufly known to be true, that they
find in the woods a fort of beaft called the Savage
man, whofe fhape, ftature, countenance, arms, legs,

and other members of the body are fo like 01;1'5:
| ’ that



