
1612 - Hentzner, Itinerarium 
 
Paul Hentzner, 1558-1623 
A Brandenburg-born lawyer who had served as tutor to a son of Duke Karl of Silesia, 
whom he accompanied on a Grand Tour of Germany, France, England, and Italy 
spanning the years 1596 – 1600. Visiting England in 1598 during the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth I, Hentzner described the Royal Palace at Whitehall, where he saw a clock 
with a rhinoceros. The clock is no longer known (see Clarke 1986: 126). 
 
1612 Itinerarium Germaniae, Galliae, Angliae, Italiae, scriptum à Paulo Hentznero; 

cum indice locorum, rerum atque verborum memorabilium.  Nornibergae: 
Sumtibus autoris, & typis Abrahami Wagenmanni excusum, pp. [i-xvi], 1-418, 
[i-xxxiv]; 4to 

1617 Itinerarium Germaniae, Galliae, Angliae, Italiae [etc]  Breslae: apud haeredes 
Iohannis Eyeringii & Iohannem Perfertum, pp. [i-xvi], 1-418, [i-xxx]; 4to. 

1627 Itinerarium Germaniæ, Galliae, Angliae [etc]  Breslae: apud Hæredes Iohannis 
Eyeringii & Iohannem Perfertum, pp. [i-xvi], 1-418, [i-xxxiv]; 4to. 

1661 Itinerarium Germaniae, Galliae, Angliae, Italiae. Huic libro accessere nova 
hac editione, 1. Monita perigrinatoria duorum doctissimorum virorum [Daniel 
Gruber and Hugo Plotius]; 2. Incerti auctoris Epitome praecognitorum 
historicorum, antehac non edita.  Lipsiae: apud haeredes Schürerianos & 
Matthiam Götzium, pp. [i-viii], 1-614; 8vo. 

 
 Translation 
1757 A journey into England  by Paul Hentzner, in the year M.D.XC.VIII..  

Strawberry Hill: [no publisher], pp. i-x, 1-103. 8vo. - Translated by Richard 
Bentley (1708-1782), edited by Horace Walpole (1717-1797). 

There are many later editions, 1761, 1762, 1765, etc. 
 
There is no illustration of the clock with the rhinoceros. 
 
 Latin text of Nornibergae, 1612 
[1612: 128] 
X. Machina horaria, in qua Rhinoceros cum Aethiope ei insidente conspicitur, quatuor 
aliis veluti ministris ad latera astantibus, Regemq; portantibus, ac ad nolae sonitum 
capita inflectentibus, haec omnia moventur ubi rotae intenduntur. 
 
 English translation of Strawberry Hill, 1757 
[1757: 33] 
X. A piece of clock-work, an Aethiop riding upon a Rhinoceros, with four attendants, 
who all make their obeisance, when it strikes the hour; these are all put in motion by 
winding up the machine. 
 
 
 









Near this p a l x e  are fcen sn in~mcnfe ilum- 

ber of Swans, who wandcr up ;lnd down the 

r i v e r  for lbme miles, i l l  great i e c l ~ r i t ~  ; 110 

body daring to molcif, much leis kill any of 
them, under penalty of a confiderable fine. 

In  WHITEHALL arc the following thirgs 
worthy of oblcrvation : 

1 .  7'he Royal Library, well fiored with 
Grcck, Latin, Italian and French books : 

AmongR the reit, 3 little one in French, 
upon parchment, in the hand writing of the 
prclcnt reigning qucrn Elizabeth, thus in- 
fc-ribd : 

To the nrnJl High, Purfint,  and rrhubtrd 

Prbrcr, Henry I / l / l .  of the ATarne, King p f  
England, Ft*~nie  n?rrl i r r lund, Ufirrdtr of 

the Faith : 

i f ,  hi5 nzojl hrrtnbl Daiqbt er-, 

Ihtulth a d  OLcdic?lcc. 



Nol~ilcs ill csercitiis cqudtribus Er gladiatoriis 

uti l u ~ l t  foliti, hic memorix c a u l i i  iufperlh. 

utillm, i l i  quo duo f i l l ~ i ~ l  & ~ m ; i  vice luclare 

X. hTachill;~ hornri:~, i l l  qus Rllirloccros 

cum A:thiopc ci ir~fidcrltt. corl$icitur, quntuor 

aliis veluti milliftrib ad 1att.m nfk:lrl tibus, r c ~ c ~ n -  L 

q!rc l~ortnntibus, ac ad n u i : ~  k ) ~ ~ i t t ~ ; n  m p i t ~  

infleBc~ltibus ; hxc omnia r n o v c ~ l t u r  ubi rc,t:r 

.. . 
Porri, in adjunRi huic Aulx \ . ' i v n r ~ ~  111troi- 

Srd infilix A:taon jn lp  cr prr~ccps .  

C(gi~i FiTn faiili t~$retfir ; 
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IX. DifFcrcnt i ~ l i i r u m c l ~ t s  o - 11lm:1 

one of  which two perl'ons m a y  pci-;.~: ;r, :.t 

tiallts, who all in:ike their  obciti~lcc, ~ r t h c ~ l  i t  

Itrikcs thc hour  ; t h c k  arc ail put illto motion 

bv wi~ic l in~  up t h y  ~n:icllillc. 

A t  tllc cl l tr i~~icc illto thc Park from JVhitc- 
Il:iI1 is this i~llkriptio~~ : 

But the zmrfirt unnte Atfrro)~ ( J I W O ~ I  p ~ - r ~ D ; ~  on. 

The cl/o/fc Firgin tmtu?*nlly pititci: 
But t l~e  powerful (;orklzl;- revz?rgrd t l ~ e  wrong. 

Let ADmn f i N  n prry 19 1';s Dogs, 
An Exun~plr. t o  ?b#tl,,' 

A d;/grclct t o  tl)c$t t l~ot L r l o r ~ ~  t o  lGm! 

Muy Diann livr the m?zp gf Htavr,~ ; 
The d ~ l i g l ~ t  of Mortnls ; 

The jcur i t y  of tk fc  rhat b :611~ t o  Her ! 

* T h i s  roinantic i~ifcription p~*ob:~l)l v all udctl 

to Philip 11. who wocd tllc Q c c n  after hcr 

liflcr's dcath ; and t o  t!lc dcflrlrL'liur~ of his 

11 r1l~a'l:\. L A  I11 




